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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


HEAD OF JAMAICAN TEAM HELPING GRENADA'S NNP INTERVIEWED 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 23 Dec 84 pp 9A, 19A 


(Text ] 


he New National Party. 


(NNP) led by Mr. Herbert 
Blaize won the December 3 Gen- 
eral Elections in Grenada. These 
were the first elections to be held 
on that island in eight years, 
which included the four and a 
half year reign of the Leftist 
regime headed by Maurice Bish- 
oS 


“" The ruling Jamaica Labour Party, 


-as_well-as several other moderate 
‘parties in the English-speaking Carib- 
bean, supported the NNP, which was 
formed just prior to the elections out 
of the merging of three moderate 
parties — the Grenada National Party, 
the Grenada Democratic Movement 
and the National Democratic Party. 

On Sunday, December 2, Prime Minister 
‘Edward Seaga told a JLP constituency confer- 
ence in Spanish Town, St. Catherine, that his 
party had a team working in Grenada assisting 
the NNP in the elections on a party-to-party 
basis. : 

Mr. Seaga said that the team was headed by Mr. 
Clifton Stone, Member of Parliament for North- 
West Clarendon. The following was an interview 
with Mr. Stone on his return to Jamaica conducted 


by BALFORD HENRY, staff reporter, on Decem- 
-ber 13. a 


- Free and fair 


Q: How fair and free do you think those 
elections were? : . 
___ A: “It was a totallyfree and fair election and an 
election free from fear. On election day there 
“wasn’t one incident; not even involving rum drnk- 
ing. 

Q: What about the period leading up to the 
elections? . 

A: Nothing to speak about. Ithink there were 
two incidents of stone-throwing at a_ political 
meeting, but that was about all | heard of. : 


Quiet election 


_ Q: Knowing that Grenada has been in a 
sort of militant mood for a long time, what 
accounted for such a quiet election? 
A: I think the reason is, as is evidenced in the 
results of the elections, that the people of Grenada 
_ were tired of violence and the political upheavals 
and they wished a return to normalcy and to a 
democratic Government; hence, the total rejection 
of Gairy’s party which closely resembles Fascism, 
or the extreme right, as well as total rejection of 
the Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement led by 
Radix, which represents communisi, or the ex- 
treme left. It was for that reason that the results 
were so overwhelmingly in favour of the New 
National Party (NNP). The people spoke clearly 
that they wished to return to a sane, democratic 
middle-of-the-road government. Mr. Blaize fielded 
the best qualified team in the election. In it were 
; included ‘about two Ph:Ds. One. had a double 
: Masters, in economics and history, about five or 
six were lawyers and some very able moderates. 
Q: For how long were you in Grenada? 
A: “For the past two months | have been there, 
in and out.” peg 
Q: Was there any special reason why you 
were chosen to represent the JLP in this 
exercise? peo 
A: “Nq. Not that I know of.” - 








“Co-operation or 
interference? 


S Could the co-operation between the 
NNP and the JLP be considered interference 
in Grenada’s internal matters? 

A:If it were: the Government of Jamaicainvolved 
with the elections, that would have been interfer- 
ence. But, this is a political party in Jamaica — the 
Jamaica Labour Party, which shares similar views 
with a political party in Grenada and we went to 
ensure a return to democracy in Grenada; and | 
don’t consider this interference. 

“It is the same way, personall aking, when I 
was a student in the USA. | li i in the 
Civil Rights Movement. And, on that score, I was 
Rapp} to see an old civil rights leader from the 
U.S., Bayard Rustin, one of the most respected civil 
rights leaders, there (in Grenada) on behalf of the 
American Labour Movement watching the pro- 
ceedings, and his remarks about the elections were 
very interesting. He was reported in a Barbados 
paper as saying how free and fair the elections 
were. a 

“Therefore, as far as my, and the JLP’s, involve- 
ment with the NNP in Grenada is concerned, it is 
clearly a fraternal relationship. And, let me say that 
Jamaica wasn’t the only Caribbean island that 
assisted. There was assistance from Barbados, St. 
Lucia and St. Vincent. It was a question of people 
sharing the same ideology, the same salicil tages 
on democracy and we simply went to re-assess that, 
fraternally. ie 
: “The other parties like the communist party 
from Jamaica and other parties from Jamaica over 
the years have been helping their counterparts in 
Grenada.” 


Pressure from Jamaica? 


Q: But there is the feeling that the three 
parties which came together to form the NNP 


would not have done so, without some pres- 


sure from Jamaica and the other islands? | 
A: “I don’t think it was a matter of pressure. 


Th , the three parties, were assisted by other 


| 


Caribbean islands, by the leaders from other Carib- 
bean nations primarily St. Vincent, Barbados and 
Dominica; assisting them not in forming an alli- 
ance, but to merge into a single political party since 
their political ideology was more or less similar. 
Going into the elections with so many political 
parties would have only resulted in a victory for 


; Gairy, because of the splitting of the votes. 


“in that respect what is needed for the Cari 


“So, this new party was founded; and, ibly 

enn Is 
for all the democratic parties to form a regional 
polir‘cal grouping. This ts highly necessary, because 


‘the democratic parties do not have this formal 


ouping in the Caribbean whereas the communists 
~ their grouping and there is the Socialist 


International, as well. So i chink that for the 
democratic forces in the region it is about time 
they seriously think about having some formal 
political grouping. 


Sound political judgment 


Q: Is this an indication that something 








along those lines is being worked out? 

Ad don’t know of any formal thing being 
worked out, | am saying that the time is ripe for 
such a group to emerge. 

:Were there any discussions between the 
JLP, the Barbados Labour Party etcetera, 


‘about coming together to do something for the 


NNP in Grenada? 

A:As far as |] know, there were no formal 
discussions. There might have been some dis- 
cussions from time to ume. There has heen interac- 
tion, but it is a question of seeing a need out there 
and seeing people who share your common politi- 
cal philosophy and ideology and simply going to 
their aid. The victory was really a victory of the 
Grenadian people: it is the Granadian people who 
have spoken. It is not the involvement of any help 
from outside. This was merely an assistance. The 


.victory was totally credited to the good sense and 


' political judgement of the people of Grena- 
a. 


Intention 


Q: But you said that without your nel and 
that of the others, Gairy wouldhave won? 
A: Well, we assisted to see to it that the ‘far left’ 


‘with communist leanings, and the ‘far nght” 


— Gairy and the Fascicts, were defeated: That was 
our intention. 

: Would be red to take the same 
on if a sicnilar sttuation arose in another 
Caribbean island? 

A:! couldn’t make that decision. | couldn’t say. 
The JLP is against communism, and the JLP saw, 
or would see the rise of communism anywhere, or 
the rise of Fascism, anywhere in the Caribbean, as a 
threat to the security, the peace and well-being of 
the area and if there is any possibility (to assist), 


yes. 


Gairy 


ke Frm 
° similar claims the Left. 

A:The history of Gairy’s involvemen: in Grena- 
da is documented and his regime there was one 
where it was alleged that squandermania took 
place, and they had total dis for financial 
institutions. There were quite a few violent actions 
with the establishment of what was called in 
Grenada the “Mongoose Brigade” which threat- 
ened the lives of many of the opponents of Gairy 
and, therefore, was a deterrent to a normal demo- 
cratic society flourishing in Grenada. In addition, 
there were c rEes about him being a bad ‘payman 
to use the colloquial expression there: several 
people had to take him to Court. There were firms 
who could not collect debts owed to them by him. 
All of this led to total disgust on the part of well- 
thinking le in Grenada as far as Gairy was 
comnanied. 


But he still has a very strong base because, let’s 

















face it, he got 35% of the votes. This was a 
significant effort. He started early as a trade union 
leader and had achieved some benefits for the 
people. Later on, however, as he went into govern- 
ment, that is where whatever good he did was 
. being questioned. 
| The significant thing in addition to the rejection 
of Gairy and the hak ose the high turn-out at the 
' polls, approximately 85%. It was a very-high poll. 
Q: Was that unusual? 
A:1 don’t know if it was unusual, but it stands 
out.amongst the very high polls. 
: Why didn’t people make a lot of noise 
abort Gairy’s behaviour prior to recently? 
{| _ A: Oh yes. The history ‘of Grenada will show 
that. Don’t forget that you had a Jamaican Admin- 
' istrator down there at one time, Jimmy Lloyd. 


Q: But that was before Independence? 


- A; And, there was also the famous Commission 
_of Enquiry conducted by Sir Herbert Duffus. 
Outside support 


} Q: Was there outside support for the other 
rties, like the Maurice Bishop Patriotic 
ovement? 





: They are in collaboration with It is st 
. suspected that their —- and other ohne ' 
—- were done in Cuba. 

. : Do you think that the centrist ies in 
ana have learnt anything rom ¢ this 
experience? . 
| A: If there is one lesson that the Centrist parties 
should become aware of, it is that they shouldn’t 
sit idly by and allew extremism to take hold of the 
ss again; whether it is extreme right or extreme 
lett. The point to get py pam 
should not sit idly by. and think that it is ail over, 

" because there is strong infiltration in the ares. It is 
@ question that they are going to change their 
— now that they have defeated in 
Grenada. They are going to change their strategy 
from a military solution or a military h to 
one of political infiltration. They will be more 

subtle now. The threat is not in any way lessened. 


Moderates 


. Q So what will the moderates do? 

'  A:My suggestion is that they form a formal 
/Tegional grouping. 

: QQ: What are they doing about this? 


CSO: 3298/276 


A:Well,they had strong from Cuba. 


' A: “I don’t know about a formal organization, 
‘but certainly there are informal discussions in this 
respect. There are good relations between our 
‘Edward Seaga, Prime Minister Tom Adams of 
‘Barbados, Prime Minister Mitchell in St. Vincers, 
,Prime Minister Charles in Dominica, Prime Min- 
‘ister Simmonds in St. Kitts. There are good rela- 
‘tions and a common understanding. 


: What would happen in the situation, as 
we have  prponsen where the party assumes 
‘a great deal of power over the Government? 


A:That is not a moderate or centrist situation. 


* @Q: No, but you could be accused of having 
started that kind of behaviour? 


__ A:The leader of the JLP has clearly differen- 
; tiated between the party and the Government, and 
-he specifically said that my involvement with the 
NNP in Grenada wasa postr tons relationship 
and that it was the JLP which assisted the NNP in 
Grenada. But, the communists and the socialists are , 
realities throughout the world, and if we believe, 
and have strong convictions to our political ideolo- | 
, then we have to find strategies to counter what 
is happening if we are to survive, ‘or else we will be 
run over. 


Regional grouping 


 @ Do exp2ct that the relationshi 
which has been developed between the NN 
will continue? 


+ _A:We have set them on the road and we have 
left them to mun their country. But we would be 
‘ready if they mpeg Ra rag Oy wd —- of 
our ¢ e at the party we don’t 
sence 4 teneeiene with tow they run their country. 
It is a question of a fraternal relationship. For 
—— we oe yoy ght them 
that is why J think that a regs groupi 
' would be good. It could probably provide a favuns 
, where once a year we could meet and have) 


¢ 
r 





'  Q: Do you see it possible that there could 
_ be a break-up of the NNP? 


| A: No, I don’t see that. They are a very highly 
‘ qualified and isticated group of people who 
ealiee what Ae yeinion external danger is and, 
‘ therefore, for the survival of Grenada and for good 
Sey see and democracy in Grenada, | think 
t 

siic 


! 
' 


see themselves as the saviours. Therefore, 
ing together is crucial. 

“One of the leaders, George Brizan, made it 
quite pe a are not an alliance but a 
mergi these separate parties into one party. 
They ton established a constitution and they are 
' committed to democracy.” : 


' 
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MULTINATIONAL FIRM ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE LATIN TRADE 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 19 Dec 84 p 27 


[Text] To encourage trade, the transfer of technology and the creation of 
joint ventures among Latin American countries, the BANESPA [Bank of the 
Province of Buenos Aires] and Nacional Financiera (Mexico) formed LATINEQUIP, 
a multinational public company that will begin operations in February. Yes- 
terday, when he presented the company in an interview at the offices of 
BANESPA, the president of that agency, Eduardo Mario Bassi Nascimento, 
pointed out that LATINEQUIP is a capital goods broker whose main goal is to 
increase imports among Latin American countries, going from the 5 percent 
now sold among the markets of the region to at least 10 percent. 


With an initial capital of $3 million divided equally among the three 
parties, LATINEQUIP took form after 6 months of negotiations. Its head- 
quarters will be in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and the presidency will belong 
to Brazil. Argentina will also appoint the administrative director and 
Mexico the sales director, neither of whom has been selected yet. The 
manning table also includes four managers. In the areas of capital goods, 
orders and transfers of technology, and joint ventures, the Consultative 
Council shall be formed by six members: the presidents of the three banks, 
Brazilian Helio Jaguaribi, the executive secretary of ECLA, and a person 
to be announced. 


BANESPA President Luis Carlos Bresser Pereira reported that the selection 

of Eduardo Nascimento for the presidency of the company was approved 
unanimously by businessmen of such entities as ABMAQ and ABDIB [Brazilian 
Association of the Machine Industry and Brazilian Association for the Develop- 
ment of Basic Industries, respectively] "because we wanted someone from the 
area of capital goods and not a politician," he said. He admitted, however, 
that LATINEQUIP will be of great political importance since it will negotiate 
within the framework of substitution for imports and will finance high 
technology and the creation of joint ventures. 


Eduardo Nascimento pointed out that the company is going to give priority 
importance to products and not to firms, creating a complete census of the 
possibilities for business among the countries. The network of central 
agencies and offices of the three banks will operate as information sources 














on products and business for those concerned and LATINEQUIP will constantly 
monitor the availability of resources in the financial system so as to 
offer them to the companies. The list of clients will be provided by CACEX 
[Foreign Trade Department]. 


The president of LATINEQUIP admitted the possibility of also using outside 
resources, such as those of the World Bank, for financing. 


8908 
CSO: 3342/69 
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CARIBBEAN CONGRESS OF LABOR LEADERS EXHORT WORKERS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GIIARDAN in English 18 Dec 84 p 5 


ROSEAU, Mon., (AP): 
(Text ] CARIBBEAN Congress of Labour (CCL) officials, calling regional integration 
within Caricom the cage te Ape. the are’s economic problems, warned 


oe ves = > CCL President, 
Leonard Archer Kertist Augustus, ‘made the state 


en tee ee eee ae Eh eoarny of Domblene 
Waterfront "i, separate epecizs ma 


Archer told union members they 
must act as a@ pressure group to see 
that your Government =e 


| 


CSO: 3298/276 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


LATIN AMERICAN LABOR LEADERS TAKE STAND AGAINST IMF PRESSURES 


COB Resolutions 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 22 Dec 84 p 9 


[Text] Representatives of all Latin American labor organizations were called 
upon by the Bolivian Labor Federation (COB) to participate in the Latin Ameri- 
can Conference of Workers' Organizations to discuss the foreign debt and the 
role of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and transnational banks. The 
conference will be held next 25 to 27 February in La Paz. 


The invitation sent by the COB to its fellow labor organizations on the 
continent contains the following resolutions: 


"Article 1. To convene the Latin American Conference of Workers' Organiza- 
tions in order to consider the foreign debt and the role of the IMF and the 
transnational banks in a wide-ranging and open discussion, in the city of La 
Paz, Bolivia, on 25, 26 and 27 February 1985, thus implementing the resolution 


passed at the 2nd Meeting of the Andean Labor Council of the Cartagena Agree- 
ment. 


“Article 2, To invite the confederations, multi-sector or inter-—professional 
federations that serve as the highest-ranking national worker organizations, 
as well as Latin American federations or confederations, to participate in the 
conference, with accreditation of delegates from each federation or confedera- 
tion. 


"Article 3. To propose the following agenda for the conference, in accordance 
with the resolution passed at the 2nd Meeting of the Andean Labor Council: 


"1. Foreign Debt; 2. Structure of the Foreign Debt; 3. Causes of Indebted- 
ness; 4, Political Conditions under which Latin American Countries Contracted 
Foreign Debts; 5. Use of Borrowed Funds; 6. Foreign Debt and the Current 
Crisis; 7. Sectors Benefiting from Indebtedness; 8. Indebtedness and Economic 
Growth; 9. Situation of Workers in the Crisis; 9.1. Unemployment; 9.2. Infla- 
tion, Loss of Wages’ Buying Power; 9.3. Decline in Standard of Living of the 
Masses; 10. How to Deal with the Debt; 10.1. International Financial System; 
10.2, International Monetary Fund; 10.3. Liberating and Popular Option; 10.4. 














Role and Organization of Workers in Battle against Foreign Debt; 11. Conclu- 
sions. 


"Article 4. To assure participants th... the Bolivian Labor Federation will 
underwrite the expenses of the conference, including delegates’ food and 


lodging, while requesting that the participating organizations assume travel 
expenses. | 


"Article 5. The preparation and organization of the Latin American Conference 
will be carried out by a special commission made up of members from the Sec- 
retariat of Internationa] Relations and the Organization, Press and Propa- 
ganda, and Finance Committees of the COB Executive Board." 


"Labor Resistance Front' Proposed 


La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 24 Dec 84 p 3 


[Text] The establishment of a front of Latin American labor organizations to 
resist "pressure" from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is one of the 
objectives of the Latin American Conference of Workers’ Organizations which 
the Bolivian Labor Federation (COB) will sponsor on 25, 26 and 27 February in 
La Paz. 


An official report from the COB on this regional conference indicates that the 
impact of the world recession and inflation on dependent and less developed 
countries "has been violently aggravated in Latin America by international 
usury, in the form of disproportionate foreign debts among the countries of 
the region." 


This situation, says the COB "accentuates the drain of foreign reserves, the 
shortage of financial resources for industrial and productive reactivation, 
the steady decline of wages and the growth of unemployment, condemning 
millions of Latin Americans in the most depressed areas to hunger and 
poverty." 


It accuses the transnational banks of trying to subject "the peoples of Latin 
America to greater dependency and poverty in order to strengthen military 
dictatorships and civilian oligarchies that maintain imperialist interests." 
The report asserts that the result is higher foreign indebtedness among the 
countries of the region, "to the detriment of the populace in these nations, 
who must pay the interest and principal." 


It explains that various international organizations and national worker 
confederations and federations in Latin America, have advocated "placing the 
popular and labor movement in a position of resistance against the exorbitant 
demands of the transnational banks, the pressure exerted by the IMF, and the 
destabilizing burden of the colossal foreign debt of our countries." 


The COB adds that for the purpose of achieving a common position for taking 
action against the international financial organizations, it has called the 
meeting of labor organizations for next February. 

















The decision to hold the labor meeting in La Paz was based on a resolution 
passed at the 2nd Meeting of the Andean Labor Council and signed on 17 August 
1984 in Quito, "as a representative indication of the common interests of the 
various labor movements in Latin America, reflected in a specific effort to 
unite all the workers of Latin America." 


The COB adds that prior to calling the conference for next year, it consulted 
with national and international organizations of Latin American workers on how 
to carry out this regional meeting. 
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MOST CARICOM COUNTRIES SHOW GROWTH IN CEREAL PRODUCTION 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 Dec 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


Unlike other Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) 
countries, Barbados 
recorded a slight decline 
in the growth rate of its 
‘cereal production during 
the period from 1967 to 
last year, according to 
“Commonwealth Cur- 
rents” a publication of 
the Commonwealth 
' Secretariat. 
CARICOM _ countries 
. Showing an increase in 
the growth rate of cereal 
production between 1967 
and 1983 were Trinidad 
and Tobago — 8.4 per 
cent, Jamaica — 5.6 per 
. cent, Grenada — 4.5 per 
cent, St. Lucia — 3.3 per 
cent, the Bahamas — 3.2 
per cent, Dominica — 3.1 
per cent, Guyana three 
_per cent , and St. Vincent 
‘and the Grenadines — 2.2 
per cent. 
 **Commonwealth 
‘Currents” said that the 
first comprehensive 
‘study of Commonwealth 
‘food production is now 
‘complete and the second 
| oe analysing policy, 

as been submitted to 
governments. ; 
The first phase collated 
information on existing 
land use, irrigation, crop 
— investinent and 

ood consumption. This 
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‘shows _ that food 
ate tgp cr 
eeping pace with con- 
sumption and that the 
situation was likely to 
worsen in some regions. 
It proved a clear need to 
accelerate agricultural 
development. 
The second phase, now 
being considered, 
analyses policies to 
achieve that acceleration. 
It looks at investment and 
the way it is shared within 
the sector, and at policy 
mechanisms to favour 
growth. It sets these 
against the international 
economic background of 
the mid-eighties. 
Constraints on 
agriculture in developing 
countries are numerous: 
technological back- 
wardness in the small- 
tfarmers sector 
‘inadequacy of physical 


- infrastructure (roads, 


irrigation, storage 
facilities) and marketing 
‘constraints without 


holding capacity to sell 
cheap and Cor dear. 
And there are for- 
midable foreign barriers 
— fluctuating prices for 
exports; steadily risin 
costs of — pee fuel, 
fertiliser and equipment; 
_as well as high interest 


rates and protectionism 
— which create an 
inhospitable environment 
for developing countries. 

Commonwealth  Guvv- 
ernments, nonetheles;,, 


show a determined ap 


,proach. The majority 
allocate between 25 and 33 
per cent of their in 
vestment to agriculture 

‘and only in a few ex- 

‘ceptional cases does 
investment fall below 10 
per cent. 

‘‘Commonwealth 

Currents’’ said the trend, 


too, is for the proportion. 


to grow. Governments 
have also adopted a 
battery of _ policy 
‘measures to overcome 
the constraints, among 
them guaranteed 
¢producer prices, input 
‘Subsidies, credit 
‘assistance, market 
regulation, assistance 
with storage facilities, 
‘measures to assist rural 
‘women and agricultural 
‘training and advice. 

The problem, however, 
dwarfs these remedies in 
many countries, and the 
burden of debt borne by 

overnments makes it 

ifficult to strengthen 
such programmes. 

The study points to 
particular successes and 


10, 


‘trom 


‘farmers and 


suggests where the ex- 
change of experience and ' 
expertise among: 
developing countries 
could beneficial. It 
concentrates largely on 
the rural poor, who haye 
oy pees pes less 
evelopment 
licies than commercial 
easants 
with larger holdings. 
The study also 
evaluates regional 
collaboration in 
agricultural trade, 
research and educatioh, 
as well as such wider 
measures of South-South 
co-operation in 
agriculture as_ regiond] 


. schemes of food security, 
and co-operation to 


stabilise commodity 
prices, contrd] 
multinationals an@ 
promote products. ; 

There already exist 
substantial __ bilateral 
Commonwealth pro- 
grammes __in ood 
production, as well 
those organised by the 
Secretariat. Ministers of 
Agriculture are expected 
to use the study to pip- 
point areas where furthér 
bilateral, regional 
pan-Commonwealth 
programmes could bring 
the greatest benefits. 
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ANDEAN GROUP BOARD REPORTS ON ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 27 Dec 84 p A-13 


[Text] During the course of the year now ending, the economy of the Andean 
Subregion has shown a more rapid recovery than had been predicted at the 
beginning of the year, owing primarily to the reestablishment of agricultural 
production in Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia. 


According to a report on the economies of the member nations, prepared by the 
Board of the Cartagena Agreement, in 1984 it is expected that the gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) will have an increase of nearly 1 percent, in constant terms, 
after the 5 percent decline in 1983. 


This conclusion would stem from positive although moderate growth rates for the 
five member nations which, except for Colombia, showed negative rates in 1983. 


It is anticipated that Peru will reverse the -10.9 percent rate shown last 
year to one of a 1 percent increment in 1984. 


For Bolivia and Ecuador as well, approximate rates of 0.1 percent and 1.6 
percent, respectively, are expected, in comparison with the adverse -7.6 and 
-3.3 percent the year before. 


The downward trend is also being reversed in Venezuela, moving from a rate of 
-4.8 percent in 1983 to an anticipated rate of 0.1 percent for 1984. In 
Colombia, the growth will accelerate from a rate of 0.8 percent to an approxi- 
mate rate of 1.7 percent in 1984. 


A growth of nearly 1.5 percent is projected for this country in 1985. Never- 
theless, Ecuador was the country with the fastest economic growth during that 
year, with 3.5 percent, followed by Colombia, with 2.8 percent. 


Growth rates of 2.1 and 1.5 percent, respectively, are anticipated for Peru 
and Bolivia. 


The forecast made regarding Bolivia's GDP in 1984 is based mainly on the 
stabilization of the decline in consumer spending which, in 1983, dropped by 
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12 percent to an approximate rate of -0.75. Agricultural consumption will 
increase 4 percent, while industrial consumption will continue to decline by 
1.5 percent in 1984. 


the government's spending will also increase 1 percent, after having dropped 
by 4.2 percent in 1983. The total investment will continue to decline in 
1984, to an approximate rate of -6 percent. 


As for the Colombian economy, its growth rates in 1984 will be due chiefly to 
the increase in exports and the reduction in imports. 


After dropping by 2.5 percent in 1983, exports will increase by approximate 
rates of 6.5 and 6 percent in 1984 and 1985, respectively. Moreover, there 
will be an additional reduction and stabilization in imports which, after 
declining 8.0 percent in 1983, will reach approximate rates of -8.5 and 0.75 
percent in 1984 and 1985, respectively. 


Although the growth in the Ecuadorean economy during 1984 and 1985 will be 
based on a balanced increment in the various economic components, there will 
be a noteworthy recovery in consumption during 1984 and an increase in exports 
as opposed ta a lesser rate of growth in imports during 1985. 


Ecuador's consumption, which declined by 4.6 percent in 1983, will be reestab- 
lished in 1984, posting an approximate rate of 2.4 percent, which will increase 
slightly in 1985 to 2.5 percent. 


The volume of exports which, during 1983, rose at a rate of 4.9 percent, will 
increase to rates of 8 and 11 percent during 1984 and 1985. 


According to the report from the Cartagena Agreement Board, Peru's certain 
recovery in 1984 is due to the reestablishment of consumption and to a favorable 
performance in exports. 


Hence, after a 10.2 percent drop in exports during 1983, consumption increased 
approximately 0.5 percent in 1984, owing to a nearly 20 percent rise in agricul- 
tural consumption; because non-agricultural consumption declined again by 2 
percent. 


Government spending will rise 4.5 percent in 1984, in contrast to its 8.7 percent 
decline in 1983. Nevertheless, exports will show a recovery from the 12.2 
percent drop in 1983, to an anticipated increase of 9.5 percent for this year. 
Although imports will also rise, after their 24.9 percent decline in 1983, they 
will do so only at a lesser rate of approximately 2.2 percent. 


The evolution of the Venezuelan economy for 1984 and 1985 will be based on a 
slow but balanced recovery in the various components of the GDP. 


Among them, consumption, which dropped 1.5 percent in 1983, will rise by 0.2 
percent in 1984, and 0.5 percent in 1985. Government spending will rise at 
rates close to 4.5 percent during 1984 and 1985, compared with their 7.9 percent 
reduction in 1983. 
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Finally, Venezuelan exports will show approximate increments of 2.5 and 4 
percent in 1984 and 1985, respectively, in contrast to the 3.7 percent drop in 
1983. Imports, which declined by 36.7 percent in 1983, will resume their rise 
at rates of 2 and 7 percent, in 1984 and 1985, respectively. 





ESTRUCTURA PORCENTUAL DEL 
PBI A PRECIOS DE MERCADO DE 
LOS PAISES ANDINOS EN’ 1983 
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1. Percentual Structure of the GDP at Market Prices for the Andean Countries 
in 1983 


2. Agriculture, forestry, hunting and fishing 
3. Manufacturing 

4. Mining and oil extraction 

5. Basic services 

6. Government 


7. . Others 
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BRIEFS 


NCNA IN CARIBBEAN--Two correspondents from the New China News Agency are now 
based in the Caribbean to effect a better flow of information between China 
and this region. The two correspondents are Mr. Ding Bao Zhong and Mr. Hao 
Fush Eng who will be accredited to the whole Caribbean region. Mr. Ding said 
yesterday that not mich information on the Caribbean was available in China 
and that was one of the reasons for them being assigned here. He said the 
information to be sent back to China will concentrate on politics, economics, 
culture and sports among other activities in the region. He said his colleague 
will also be travelling throughout the region to get first hand information 
on Caribbean countries, their history and culture. The two correspondents 
are based in Barbados. [Text] [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 

24 Dec 84 p 1) 


JAMAICA IYC PLANNING--So far 1,172 delegates have been invited to the Inter- 
national Youth Conference taking place in Jamaica in April, 1985, the Hon 
Errol Anderson, Chairman of the Jamaica National Organising Committee for 

the International Youth Conference and World Youth Festival of Arts, has 
announced. Minister Anderson was addressing the initial meeting of the Inter- 
national Youth Conference Support Services Committee held December 11 at the 
Offices of the IYC. The more than 1,000 delegates comprise 109 from the 
Caribeean; 42 from Central America; 21 from South America; 249 from Africa; 
28 from the Middle East; 132 from Asia, 32 from Canada; 91 from the United 
States and territories; 51 from Australia; 257 from Europe and 160 from 
International Youth Organisations. The IYC Support Services Committee which 
is chaired by Mr. Merrick Needham, is the conference support group to the 
Jamaican National Organising Committee and is responsible for logistical 
planning. The Support Services Committee comprises representatives from the 
Office of the Prime Minister; Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Jamaica Con- 
stabulary Force; Jamaica Library Services; Jamaica National Hotels and Prop- 
erties; Jamaica Telephone Company, JAMINTEL; and several internal departments 
within the IYC organisation. [Excerpts] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 24 Dec 84 p 14] 
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U.S. ACCUSED OF EFFORTS TO CONTROL LATIN GOVERNMENTS 
St Johns OUTLET in English 7 Dec 84 p 8 
[Editorial ] 


[Text ] The Caribbean has been confirmed 
and re-affirmed as America's back- 
yard in which the U.S may wash its 
dirty linen. After that the dirty 
water stagnates at our front door. 
We need some strong disinfectant, 
for sure. But that is another matter. 


In Jamaica, Seaga has all the seats 
after a patently bogus_ election. 
That suits the U.S fine. It& fine 
and dandy and sweet all over, no 
matter how dread Jamaica is. The 
more dread, the better. 


In Antigua, Bird won all the seats 
as the United States manipulated 
two opposition parties (PLM and UP™M) 
to ensure a no-contest situation and 
Bird became a_ shoo-in. That suits 
the U.S just fine. Sweet and dandy, 
as Bird reigns and corruption rules. 


In Grenada, this Monday, after putting 
together a _ shot-gun wedding of a 
hodge-podge of parties; then after - 
this open intervention in the internal 
electoral affairs of another country, 
with various U.S. lackeys meeting 
on Union Island to construct a govern- 
ment and not a party, we are suppos- 
ed to believe that this New Patty, 
midwifed by Tom Adams and Seaga, 
with the U.S as Gynecologist, gestated 
and matured, in a couple of months, 
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and won not just an election but 
14 out of 15 seats: This fact proper- 
ly belongs, not in political history, 
but in the CGuinnes book of outland- 
ish records. 


If under Maurice Bishop, during the. 
Grenada Revolution, in spite of the 
tremendous progress made by _ the 
Revolution, Maurice Bishop's revolu- 
tionary party had won 14 out of 15 
seats, and Gairy got only one seat, 
no one, t no one, would have be- 
lieved it. There would have being 
a hue and cry, a crescendo of denun- 
ciation. 


Bird in Antigua, a long-standing poli- 
tical crony of Gairy, and who has 
made and makes no_ secret of his 
support and loyalty to Gairy and 
his hostility to any social change 
there or here, has to face: the fact, 
that the U.S. can produce the result 
it wants, once it is allowed or "invi- 
ted" to invade, intervene, and inter- | 
fere in the affairs of other states, 
particularly small-island, nation-states. 
Just as the U.S discarded rightist 
Gairy when it suited them, in favour 
of Blaize and other nonentities, so 
will it do Seaga, Bird, Adams, Euge- 
nia, and all the other -puppets of 
the US empire when it so suits the 
U.S. That is another lesson that 
counter-revolution in Grenada teaches. 


Maybe at this juncture we need to point out one hard, irrefutable, statistical 
fact. 


Between 1970-1980 the United States invested in the Third World U.S. $8 billion. 


In the same period, 1970-80, the U.S. got back from the Third World in divi- 
dends, interest, branch profits, management fees and royalties the magnificent 
sum of US$63.7 billion! Super-exploitation is stark in dollars and cents! 


Naw therefore, we can clearly under- 
stand the logic of the U.S supporting 
dictators such as Pinochet and Somo- 
za, outrages to humanity like Botha 
in South Africa, and plain rascals 
like Marcos in the Phillipines’ or 
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the Duvalier or Bird dynasty in Haiti 
and Antigua. It is a question — of 
cash flow out of the Third World 
into the’ rich metropolis, called the 
USA. 


But there is another reality. U.S 
capitalism has taken a back seat 
to Japanese and European capitalism 
with which it is in mortal competition. 
At the same time, people all over 
the world are challenging U.S capi- 
talism and its off-shoot U.S imperia- 
lism, in the European Nuclear Dis- 
armament Movement, in El Salvador, 
in Chile, in Uruguay, in Antigua, 
in the Phillipines, in the Palestinian 
Liberation Movement. So U.S. capi- 
talism is under seige from Japan 
and Europe, and U.S_ imperialism 
is under seige in every nook and 
cranny of its empire. 


To stay afloat the US must exploit 
the Third World more. The U.S 
must impose intolerable burdens 
on poor third World countries, making 
them poorer, so that the US. may 
collect its $63:7 billion and more, 
year after year. 


Simultaneously, U.S. capitalism must 
in order to compete with Japanese. 
and European capitalism take away 
jobs from American workers, and 
give these jobs to lifeless robots. 
The picture is clear in the USA, 
US capital is putting US labour under 


heavy, heavy manners. 


In the U.S itself, if U.S. workers 
will not accept wages and benefits 
at the low level of Japanese, Mexi- 
can, Filipinos and Taiwanese: workers, 
U.S multinationals. will not hesitate 
to shut down plant after plant and 
head out for the Phillipines, Taiwan, 
or Japan, or even Grenada, in search 
of cheap and _ repressed labour. 
The Empire cannot strike back, 
it is in complete disarray. 


The result is that millions of US 
workers skilled and _ unskilled, blue 
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collar and white collar, black and 
white, have already been laid-off 
and other millions of white U.S work- 
ers live in. fear that before long the 
axe of retrenchment will fall on .them. 
While U.S. cities have been turned 
into wastelands by corporate, take- 
overs and by runaway shops. the 
US ‘economic recovery' in the pre- 
election period, has suddenly become 
‘economic down-turn in less than a 
month: 


So that millions of Americans, like millions of suffering workers in the Third 
World, are in the identical position, face to face with the depradations and 
jungle nature of U.S. capital making a mess of their lives, leading to in- 
creasing misery, increasing insecurity, and increasing pauperisation. 


Outlet is certain that these millions of sufferers in the U.S. and in the 
Third World must of necessity confront the alien power that deprives them of 
all humanity. And, they will move to recover their humanity, and save the 
Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Central and Latin America, Europe and the United 
States itself, from the juggernaut of U.S. Capital. 


We have described a process, a revolutionary process, not a mere wish. The 
choice before the world is clear--famine as in Africa; social, economic and 
political chaos in the Caribbean, Central and Latin America, orchestrated, 
supervised and directed by the U.S. Either that, or a new world order, where 
living labour, human labour takes precedence and control over dead capital, so 
that we can move from the realm of scarcity to the realm of freedom. 


Anything else for now? 
As in Antigua and Jamaica, so in Grenada, the U.S. has contrived, by various 
and devious means, to get the government it wants. As sure as night follows 


day, the people of these island-states will get, in the fullness of time, the 
government they themselves will form. Weeping endureth for a night. 


CSO: 3298/263 
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ACLM ORGAN OUTLET HIT, U.S. ASKED TO RESPOND TO CHARGES 


Government Request to U.S. 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 8 Dec 84 p 1 


(Text ] 


The Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda wishes 
to advise the public that 
it has taken steps to demon- 
strate that the Outlet news- 
paper has been carrying 
out a campaign of de- 
liberate deception by al- 

ing that an unnamed 
Minister of the Govern- 
ment was detained by 
United States officials 
for possession of a large 
sum of money.. 

- The Government 


further wishes to advise 


that it has today sent a 


- Diplomatic Note to the 


Embassy requesting a res- 
from the U.S. 
Goneennent to the Out- 
let allegations. 
The Government 
wants the public to know 


that it has also request- 
ed the U..S. Embassy to 





respond to a story ap- 
pearing in the Outlet of 
November 30, 1984, al- 
leging that U.S. Officials 
were left “in a dither” 
when a Government 
Minister‘ supposedly  dis- 
appeared for two days’= 
The Government 
challenges the Outlet to — 
name the Minister which 
it claims was involved in 
these incidents. The Gov- 
ernment is absolutely con- 
fident that the political 
organ can .name no one, 
since the entire story is 
nothing short of a gross 
deception. in the mean- 
time, the Government 
wishes to expose the Out- 
let’s nefarious activi-- 
ties and has therefore re- 
quested the U.S. Govern- 
ment to respond .to the al- 
legations made by the 


newspaper. 


ATLU Organ's Criticism 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 12 Dec 84 p 1 


(Text ] 





It is time that the 
people of Antigua and 
Barbuda become aware of 
the “couldn’t care less” 
attitude of the Communist 


The latest edition of 
this cancerous publication 
headlined ‘‘Terror in Para- 
dise” proceeded to state 
that a white woman was 


ACLM and its mouth piece raped in Antigua some 
the Outlet, and treat them time ago. Readers could 
as they deserve, not believe that an in- 
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cident like that . which 
took place over a year 
ago and for which the 


culprit has been appre-- 


hended and failed could 
feature as the headline of 
a newspaper in this little 


tourist oriented country of : 


ours. — 


The Outlet newspaper 
and its publishers are cer- 
tainly a cancer in our 
society. Its aim is to 
destroy our beautiful and 
peaceful country as their 
Communists ‘masters 
would like. The people 
of Antigua and Barbuda 
must be aware of this 
and rid themselves of this 
cancer one way Of!- the 
other.. They know that 
the Govt. has an obliga- 
tion to protect its citi- 
zens and safeguard the 
economy of the country 
and so they are attempt- 
ing to force the Govt. 
‘to take action against 
the Outlet like the PLM 
Govt. did against all news- 





papers and Maurice 

Bishop did against the 

Torchlight in Grenada. 
This newspaper 


would advise the Govt. 


to exhibit restraint and 
deal with these people 
though the Courts of 
law. The people would 
take care of the other 
end. After all, “everyday 
bucket go a well, some- 
day the rope must cut”. 


Walter and his broth- . 


er Selvyn were the ring 
leaders in their weekly 
concerts at East Bus 
Station in the late sixties. 
They libelled everybody 
who_ did not agree with 


them and made up all ° 


kinds of lies and slogans, 
just like the good com- 
munists are doing today. 
At their last public meet- 
ing after their usual slo- 


~ gans and lies they passed 


around a ‘gold dollar’, 


' with Hector telling his: 
. audience that the Govt. 
. took him to Court say- 

ing that the Gold Dollar 


did not exist and there- 


fore that was his evidence. 


Almost the same tactics 


. used by Selvyn to fool 


not only some of the 
people, but many of his 
own political colleagues, 
The people eventually 
found out and Peter paid 
for Paul. 

We again would urge 
the Govt. to exhibit cau- 
tion in dealing with the 
Outlet as one of their 
aims is to destabilise the 
country and abuse its 
citizens so that the Govt. 
would be compelled to . 
move against them, and — 
then they would tell the 
world that the ALP. . 
Govt. censured __ their - 
newspaper. ' 

History is replete with 
instances where the peo- 
ple have dealt with such 
tactics and persons before. 
We will deal with them 
again, because we care 
for our bread and butter 
and the welfare of our 
young ones.. maar 





OUTLET Attack on Police 


St Johns NATION'S VOICE in English 13 Dec 84 p 9 


[Text ] 


A vicious attack on the 
Antigua Police Force has 
been launched by the Out- 
let, mouthpiece of the 
Antigua Caribbean Libera- 
tion Movement (ACLM). 


In an_ unsubstantiated 


story the Outlet, in its’ — 


edition of December 7th 
1984 claims that “Police 
brutality is routine”. Pro- 
ducing no evidence to sup- 
port its allegations, the 
ACLM organ said that “a 


prisoner was beaten up by | 
the Police”. This same | 


prisoner had twice raped a 
woman in front of her hus- 
band and was later sen- 
tenced to several years im- 
prisonment. Neither he nor 
his lawyer made any claim 
of Police brutality when the 
case was heard before the 
courts. 
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Showing a strong hostility 
to the Police, the Outlet 
writes that “the Antigua 
Police Force is callously ad- 
ministered, is grossly in- 
competent, insensitive, law- 
less, brutal and even 
comic’. 

The Outlet selected sen- 
sational parts of a story writ- 
ten in a gossip London 
newspaper, the Daily Mail, 
as the basis for its shameless 
attack on the forces of law 
and order. The story was 
sold to the Daily Mail by 
the rape victim and her hus- 
band for several thousand 
pounds. , 


While the Outlet branded 
the Antigua Police Force 
as brutal, neither the Daily 
Mail nor the woman, Mrs. 
Susan Hutchinon, made any 
such assertion against the 





— 





Police who had apprehend- 
ed the criminal within 24 
; hours of his assault on her. 

A spokesman for the 
Prime Minister's Office, 
which is responsible for 
Police affairs, has deplored 
the Outlet’s vile attack on 
the Police. The spokesman 
said that the Police acted 
properly in apprehending 
the criminal within 24 hours 
of his crime and bringing 
him to justice before the 
courts. It was stated that 
the man was sentenced to 
several years imprisonment 


on the evidence of the vic- 
tim and her husband who ° 
was forcd to witness her 
ordeal. 


The spokesman said that 
the Outlet’s graceless attack 
on the Police for bringing 
criminals to justice and pro- 
tecting women from abuse 
is deplorable. He said the 
Outlet’s venom against the 
Police demonstrates the 
ACLM'’s determination to 
destroy the rule of law in| 
this country. | 


Comment on OUTLET Charges 


St Johns NATION'S VOICE in English 13 Dec 84 p 2 


The Outlet, organ of the 
ACLM, has accused the 
United States of manipulat- 
ing the Progressive Labour 
Movement (PLM) and the 
| United People’s Movement 
(UPM) at the last general 
elections in Antigua to en- 
sure a victory for the 
Antigua Labour Party 
(ALP). The Outlet was not 
able to support its accusa- 
tion with any facts. 


In an editorial strongly 
criticising the United States 
throughout the world, the 
Outlet accused the U.S. of 
“open intervention in the 
affairs of Grenada” and of 
“organising” a victory for 
the Moderate National 
Party which won 15 of the 
16 seats in the December 
3rd general elections. The 
results of the elections were 
universally welcomed ex- 
cept by Communist states. 

Stressing the need for 
revolution, and praising the 
Maurice Bishop Govern- 
ment, which imprisoned 500 
political opponents and 
closed down the free press 
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in Grenada, the Outlet ac- 
cuses Tie United States of 
“orchestrating, supervising 
and directing famine in 
Africa and social, economic 
and political chaos in the 
Caribbean, Central and 
Latin America “ The Ont- 
let did not attempt to fur- 
nish evidence for this 
sweeping statement. 

The ACLM mouthpiece 


‘said ‘as in Antigua and 


Jamaica so in Grenada, the 
U.S. has contrived by 
various means to get the 
Government it wants’’. The 
Outlet then threatens that 
‘“‘as sure as night follows 
day" new Governments will 
be formed. 

Asked to comment on the 
Outlet Editorial, the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs stated 
that “‘everyone in Antigua 
and Barbuda knows that the 
Government was elected 
in a free and fair. general 
election.” The ministry 
Statement said “even the 
ACLM acknowledged this 
irrefutable fact.” It con- 
tinued that ‘“‘the Outlet at- 
tack on the election vic- 
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tories by moderate parties 
throughout the Canbbean 
shows the frustration of left- 
wing parties, such as the 
ACLM, since they have 
been rejected by the 
people. The Outlet attack 
on the United States, which 
provides economic assis- 
tance to the people of this 
country, is in keeping with 
instructions from their com- 
munist masters who oppose 
the U.S.” 














PRC VICE FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS, MAKES DONATION 


Report on Visit 


JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


St Johns NATION'S VOICE in English 13 Dec 84 pp 1, 2 


[Text } 


Chinese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Han 
Xu, left Antigua early last 
week, after a five-day visit, 
expressing hope for the con- 
tinued strengthening of dip- 
lomatic ties between both 
countries and a relationship 
based on equality and 
noninterference. 

According to Mr. Xu, 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
China are two very new and 
developing countries with 
bright futures, and could 
learn a great deal from each 
other. 

Soon after Antigua and 
Barbuda attained its inde- 
pendence in 1981, diploma- 
tic ties were established 
with the People’s Republic 
of China. The two countries 
drew closer since Prime 
Minister the Rt. Hon. Vere 
Bird, paid an official visit to 
China in July last year. 

The Chinese are cur- 
rently assisting with An- 
tigua and Barbuda’s agricul- 
tural sector which received 
21 months of battering from 
a prolonged drought... the 
worst in a century. 


The assistance package . 
covers areas of land modfi- 
cation and irrigation. It is 
part of the local 
government’s agricultural 
thrust, focussing on soil and: 
water conservation, fores- 
try, fisheries and vegetable 
production. 


Mr. Xu paid a courtesy 
call on the Prime Minister 
who was quick to recall the 
developing strides of China, 
noting that third world 
countries are beginning to 
benefit from such develop- 
ment. 

The Prime Minister was 
full of praise for China, say- | 
ing that although it insist it 
is not a super power, no 
decision which will have! 
world-wide effects will be 
made from now on without 
China giving its imput. So 
established the country has 
made itself. 

“All thoughts that China 
is a sleeping giant should be - 
dispelled.” he said. 

Mr. Bird was one of the 
many top government offi- 
cials on whom Mr. Xu 
called. Accompanied by the 
Director of the Department 
of America and Oceanic, 
Mr. Shenyuano and the 
Third Secretrev Mr. Oui 
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ShenShui, the Vice Minister 
also visited the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, 
Economic Development. 
Tourism and Energy, the 
Hon. Lester Bird. 

He was also guest of 


honour at a dinner hosted ° 


by Mr. Lester Bird. 


At this dinner, the 


Deputy Prime Minister dis- | 


closed that Antigua and 
Barbuda and China have 
signed agreements to pro- 
mote culture and industrial 
development. 

Mr. Bird also said his gov- 


ernment 1s particularly im- | 


pressed with the level of as- 
sistance given by China, fol- 
lowing the signing of a 
(US)$15 million aid agree- 
ment when the Prime Minis- 
ter visited Peking last year. 


























Educational, Other Aid 


St Johns NATION'S VOICE in English 13 Dec 84 p 4 


[Text } 


CSO; 
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PRESS RELEASE 


The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs announced that an 
agreement has been signed 
Monday by the Govern- 
ment of Antigua and 
Barbuda, and the Govern- 
ment of the People’s Re- 
public of China. The sig- 
natones were the Deputy 
Prime Minister, Honoura- 
ble Lester Bird, and the 
Chinese Vice-Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, His Excel- 
lency, Han Xu. In the 
agreement the People’s 
Republic of China will be 
donating educational and 
sporting equipment to the 
value of one-hundred 
thousand yan. The specific 


equipment will be decided — 


upon by the two Govern- 
ments through consulta- 
tions after the government 
of Antigua and 
Barbuda forwards the in- 
ventory of its requirements. 


Last year, the two Gov- 
ernments signed a Protocol 
to an agreement reached 
between China and Antigua 
and Barbuda during Prime 
Minister Vere Bird’s visit to 
China of July, 1983. China 


agreed to a grant of two 
million yuan to be applied 
to agricultural development 
and educational equipment. 


During the visit of the 
Chinese Vice-Minister, dis- 
cussions were also held be- 
tween the Governments of 


_ Antigua and Barbuda and 


the People’s Republic of 
China, with a view to having 


China supply certain raw 
materials in sufficient quan- 
tities to meet the manufac- 
turing needs of Antigua and 
Barbuda. 


Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Han Xu, expressed 
warm sentiments to the 
people of Antigua and Bar- 
buda, and invited Deputy 
Prime Minister, Honoura- 
ble Lester Bird, to visit 
China at a date to be deter- 


“mined by both China and 
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Antigua and Barbuda. 


The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

St. John’s 

Antigua. 


4th December, 1984 
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ATLU ORGAN: SOME EMPLOYERS ADOPT ANTI-UNION POSITIONS 





St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 10 Nov 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


Some employers in 
this coyntry are becoming 
increasingly bolder and 
bolder in their disdain for 


_ workers rights and con- 


tempt for their unions. 
A case in point is that 


' of William Cody Kelly and 


workers at Coco Point 
Lodge in Barbuda. Last 


December the majority of 
‘the employees at Coco 
‘Point Lodge went on 


strike over the dispute 
concerning service charge 
and complimentary guests. 
The didpute reached as 
far as the Labour Minister 
who resolved the matter 


in favour of the workers, 
~ and advised Kelly to pay. 


After some delay manage- 
ment paid the workers, 
but attempted to attach 
conditions which the 
Union rejected. Kelly has 


_never forgiven the workers 





for the action which they 
took last December. 

Two months ago, 
some of the employees 
who took part in the 
strike action and were 
vocal in their support of 


H 


the A. TLU . received: 


letter from Kelly inform- 
ing them that their jobs 
were made _ redundant. 
After a conciliatory meet- 
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ing with the Labour Com- 
missioner the matter has 
been referred to the 
Minister of Labour. — 

At the meeting 


before the Labour Com- 
‘missioner the workers 


were represented by Union 
President Sen. William 
Robinson and Barrister 
Steadroy Cutie Benjamin. 
Coco Point was repre- 
sented by Barrister Time 
Kendall and Cyril Cumber-. 
batch. . 

A second case in point 
is one-concern Chaia Paper 
Products. The employees 
of this Factory came to 
the Union for representa- 
tion . about two weeks 
agg and the union ap- 


‘proached management on 
their behalf. A few days 


later all the employees 


received letters stating 
‘that their jobs were re- 


dundant as the factory 
would’ be closed. The 
next week the factory 
was opened with new 
employees replacing the 
old ones. The Labour 
Commissioner was taken 
on the spot and observed 
the factory still in opera- 
tion. The A.T.L.U. is 
pursuing the matter. 
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LABOR UNION VALUES HAILED FOR ROLE IN CURRENT SITUATION 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 1 Dec 84 pp 1, 2, 7, 8 


[Article by Pat Lewis] 


[Excerpts] It has become rather commonplace in Antigua today to be deluged by 
They usually centre around Marxism-Leninism, Scientific 
Socialism, American Democratic norms, and the Westminster System. Sadly lack- 
ing in these prognostications, however is any serious concentration on how 

best to feed poor people. 


political arguments. 


It is my sincere wish and desire 
that we do not loose sight of the goals 
on which the Labour Movement was 
founded. We have progressed under 
Democratic Socialism, which, unfor- 
tunately, was not allowedd to be the 
principle under which a united English 
speaking ‘Caribbean . would develop. 


But that is another story. It is sufficient. 


to state that the Labour Movement 
in Antigua operated on both the industrial 
and political fronts in a venture which 
emphasized passing laws for the benefit 
of the working class, and _ providing 
for equity and justice. It was a develop- 
ment based mainly on Fabian Socialist 
principles, which advocated improvements 
through constitutional means. Many 
‘people went to jail to ensure the success 
of our union-party, and to make sure 
that the planters and merchants would 
no longer pass laws on their own behalf 
and at the expense of the workers. 
The gains made must be carefully safe- 
guarded, and dealt with in proper per- 
spective. If we ever lose sight of the 
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fact that our society comprises mainly 
workers who must never again be down- 
trodden, then we are doomed to failure. 

For this reason Antigua must guard 
itself against extremism, be it to the 
right or left. We have no place in our 
development for monarchy or totali- 
tarianism. The individual desire to 
have absolute power must be _ kept 
in. check. — 


In that regard our journalists have 
a responsibility to be _ informative, 
objective and critical when necessary. 
In this respect Robin Bascus_ shines 
out like a beacon when compared .to 
some of the other  industrial-political 
commentators. Some of them try to 
excite the public with slander, falsehoods 
and unproven accusations. 


ECONOMIC REALITIES 

Antigua and Barbuda, in recent years, 
has become heavily dependent on tourism. 
It is quite clear to see that the standard 
of living has risen as a fesult of the 
tourist industry. 





The tourist industry now employs 
some 6,000 persons and it accounts 
indirectly for over 40 percent of the 
GDP. Nevertheless there is the need 
for diversification; and light industries 
have to be encouraged. Cottage industries 
must also be advanced to their rightful 
place in the society, while a continuing 
effort has to be made with respect 
to agricultural revitalisation. Antiguan 
farmers are a hardy lot, and provided 
with . proper  irrigational facilities, | 
firmly believe that they can work won- 
ders. One only has to look at the quality 
of local vegetables . produced during 
the drought. 7 


‘We now come to the question of 
investment and economic development. 
In this regard it is said, and has been 
told to me by some local entrepreneurs, 
that Antiguans do not work well together 
in joint ventures: They say that the 
partners are constantly watching one 
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another, and some seem unwilling to 
take on the drudgery of work while 
expecting returns. If this is so, it is 
to be deplored. Furthermore we need 
co-operative ventures and private indivi- 
dual investment going side by side. 
There is room for both ventures, and 
cooperatives can prove to be quite 
feasible in agricultural endeavours. 
But success in whatever venture requires 
devotion and the ability to communicate 
with clients. The examples set by JohnI. 
Martin and Edris are to be _ lauded. 
I can never get enough of the eyewitness 
account of how John I. held Moody-Staurt 
_and Cadman at bay, until he had selected 
the cattle he wanted at Friars Hill. 
Then Moody-Staurt and Cadman could 
get their pick. from the rest. One eyewit- 
ness told me, that at the time, he 
was ashamed of how John I. strutted 
up and down declaring that "there 
is going to be a war here today". That 
eyewitness is one of the greatest ad- 
mirers of Mr. Martin today. He now 
understands the mettle that was required 
to propel black Antiguans in the fore- 
front. We have models, it is up to 
entrepreneurs to emulate the successful. 

It must also be said that the present 
government has an impressive record 
of ‘assisting local investors in the non- 
commercial sector. This effort has 
to be continued and priorities firmly 
established in which local efforts receive 
favourable treatment. At the same 
time local developers need to . engage 
in meaningful dialogue with the Ministers 
of Government, and the various officials 
within the Ministries of Finance and 
Economic Development. Some of the 
approaches I have witnessed on _ the 
part of local investors leaves much 
to be desiredd. If an investor is not 
prepared to respect the duly elected 
representatives of the people, it demon- 
Strates from the onset that he will 
be unable to properly interact with 
the majority population. Concerted 
and united effort. is what. is ‘ required. 

Looking now at our development 
from a broader perspective. I am an 
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ardent believer in the regional approach. 
CARICOM must be made to work and 
we should endeavour to push the products - 
of sister States, and at the same time 
securing regional: market of ours. | 
have no sympathy for individuals who 
expect that local and regional products 
should reach perfection at the first 
effort. Improvement will be a natural 
response to reactions, durability, and 
Continued testing. But the necessary 
improvements will only come if the 
producers have the necessary protections 
and safeguards. 


Somehow we _ must 
inculcate into our society that things 
foreign are not necessarily things superior. 
That, all things being equal, the Antiguan 
can match and surpass many _ items 
of North America and European origin. 
Then this idea should be extended to 
the region, and its products receive 
greater utilisation. Dominican soap 
products, for example, should be included 
in the toilet articles of every hotel 
and guest house. They should also be 
given more prominence in local house- 
holds. 


SOCIAL REALITIES 

Recently I listened in amazement 
to a ZDK radio programme, in_ which 
it was revealed that Rastafarians are 
banned from competing in Leeward 
Islands cricket tournament, and from 
representing the Leeward Islands. That, 
I think, is the height of extremism. 
Large segments of the Antiguan public 
listen and dance to Rastafarian music, 
admire their artifacts, and love to 
see some of their groups perform on 
Stage. But the Rastafari must_ not 
don. their whites and participate in_ 
the glorious English game of cricket. 
"After all ole chap, we can't have 
that type of thing you know". It is 
‘mind-boggling to say the Jeast, how 
we create new and unwarranted forms. 
of social descriminatior. ~ 

















If Rastafari have positive contributions to make, they should be allowed to 
make them, be they in literature, sport, plastic art, or in nutrition. The 
members of the Antigua Cricket Association need to deal with the measure in 
question as it has no place in a society striving for equity. 


In all of this, one has to wonder whether the ideals of the Labour Movement 
are dessipating in our society. The motto that "We are out to build a new 
Antigua" seems less meaningful than before. We are forming additional 
cliques, we are discriminating unwarrantly, and we have become too dependent 
upon the Government. 





I would like also to discuss our growing neglect of old people, and the re- 
sources which the aged have at their disposal. But those will be dealt with 
in another forum. I wish to close, however, by stating that in planning for 
the future we must never forget the goals and ideals of the past. We must 
constantly remind ourselves of the impact of the Labour Movementt in its quest 
for economic improvement, social upliftment and political advance. Our soci- 
ety must continue to plan for the welfare of workers and their children. 
Development must go hand in hand with the continuation of basic rights and 
freedoms. Antiguans must once again rekindle the spirit that brought forth 
voluntary societies and associations dedicated to self-help and community im- 
provement. That is a necessity in our present society which looks too much to 
the Government to undertake problems of no great magnitude. The united effort 
is what will lead to success. 
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EFFORTS REVIVED TO ESTABLISH TRADE UNION CONGRESS 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 5 Dec 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


Trade Unions and 
workers organizations in 
this country have in the 


past made several attempts . 


to- form themselves into 
a Trade Union Congress 
for the benefit of their 
members, only to see it 
aborted for one reason 
or another. 


The last attempt was 
made in 1983 sometime 
in March, when all work- 
ers organizations were 
present. 


They all agreed with 


the formation of a’ 


T.U.C. and each dele- 
gate pledged his organi- 
zation’s commitment. 

The Gen. Secretary 
of the AT.LU. suggested 
that at the next Labour 
Day all organizations 
should march together 
through the streets of 
St. Johns, thus demon- 
strating their serious 
intention to really 
form a meaningful TUC 

All the smaller unions 
supported the idea, but 
delegates from the two 
major Unions immediately 
started back-tracking, with 
lame and frivolous excuses. 
like - ‘we have to educate 
the workers to march to- 
gether. “It is too soon 
to attempt something like 
that’. ‘The workers are 
not ready for such a 
move as yet? 
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This was a clear indi- 
cation that there would 
be no T.U.C., as without- 
the major unions nothing 
meaningful could become 
of the venture. 

The real reason for 
the reluctance by the 
A.W.U. and the A.T.LU, 
is the fact that the poli-. 
ticians on both sides do 
not want workers united 
in this country. And that 
is the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. 

ter that monthly 
meeting was called in 
order to keep dialogue 
going, but the attend- 
ance became poorer and 
poorer and when at its 
annual conference in 
September some mem- 
bers of the AT& LU, 
apparently acting on 
instructions, were able to. 
convince the delegates 
that the T.U.C was a 


_ bad thing for Antigua, 


then that was it. One 


“ delegate went so far as 


to tell the conference 
that Walter who had 
not spoken to him for 
years, one day met him 
and asked him how the 
T.U.C. was getting on. 

That seems to be the 
signal ,that Walter was in 
favour so therefore the 
T.U.C. must indeed be 
a bad thing. Walter 
during his. tenure of 
office has made workers 











in this country very much 
afraid of him. 

The conference even- 
tually decided that the 
A.T.L.U. would only 
attend further meetings as 
an observer. The Gen. 
‘Secretary who by that 
-time was the only dele- 
gate from the A.T.LU. 
attending meetings, de- 
clined to attend under 
such circumstances. 
That was the end at 
the last attempt. 

Apparently another 
aoe is“being made to 
put the pieces togethe: 

in. To this end, the 
President of the AWU 
has circulated letters to 
other workers organiza- 
tions, inviting them to a 
meeting at Freedom Hall 
later this month, at which 
the new President of CCL 
Comrade Archer would 
address the delegates. 
The AT’L.U. has recently 
become very skeptical of 
the true. intentions of the 
A.W.U. 
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The A.T.LU. who 
were original members of 
CCL were thrown out by 
the CCL, when Walter 
broke away and formed 
his union. He got his 
union affiliated. Since 
then the A’T.LU. have 
re-applied on more than 
on occasion for re- 
admittance to that body. 
They could never under- 
stand why they were never 
re-admitted, until quite 
recently they were told 
by sources close to the 
CCL that at the: last 
meeting when their ap- 
plication was discussed, 
noth the President and 
Gen. Secretary of the 
AW.U. walked out after 
Stating reasons why they. 
would not support the 
application. In- spite of 
elforts by Cde. Frank 
Walcott and others the 
A.W.U. delegation 
got their way. Have they 
changed? Are they now 
serious? The AT’L.U. 
is very suspicious of their 
true intentions indeed. 
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LONE MAN SAID TO DEFY GOVERNMENT WITH ACTIVITIES IN BARBUDA 
St Johns OUTLET in English 7 Dec 84 p ll 
{Article by Ordrick Samuel] 


[Text] Barbuda presently is without law, due to the fact the Antigua Govern- 
ment is lawless. It honours neither financial instructions, rules nor 
regulations. 


In Barbuda the Local Council is on the verge of strangulation. A man named 
Dave Strickland familiarly known as Sandman, is in full charge with what goes 
on in Barbuda. This man Strickland of course, has already destroyed four (4) 
sections on our island, including one of our most charming historical sites 
known as Indian Village. Dave Strickland presently has four (4) Barbudan 
young men fronting for him in the mining of sand west of Martello tower in 
Barbuda. Who gave them the authority? No one knows. While Strickland sells 
our sand and ignores our elected Council, Bird along with our puppet represen- 
tative, who claimed to be leader of opposition not by education or by the 
Constitution, but by a secret deal, remains ineffectual and dormant. 


The people of Barbuda petitioned the Prime Minister in October of this year 
requesting the immediate removal of Dave Strickland from Barbuda. Up to this 
day nothing has been done. Remember that the government itself had stopped 
Strickland from mining the sand. Then he started again. Now he is not even 
making the payments to the Barbuda Council as agreed and required by law. The 
repressive power (Bird) weighs down upon the people of Antigua and Barbuda. 
Somehow, somewhere and someday the power of the people will fall on the Bird 
dynasty. 
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PERONIST YOUTH LEADER GULLO REJECTS NEW PARTY LEADERSHIP 


Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 20 Dec 84 p 4 


[Text] Leader Dante Gullo rejected the authority of the top leadership of the 
national Justicialist council that was elected last weekend, claiming that 
Peronist youth “repudiate the brutal tactics" employed during the congress 
where that election took place. 


Gullo also stated that the sector he heads will attend the congress to be held 
on 2 February in Tucuman for the dissident sectors. 


Gullo also called upon the Peronist youth to participate today in the 
"resistance" march, organized by the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo, and tomorrow in 
the march for "the defense of democracy," promoted by the Permanent Assembly 
for Human Rights (APDH). 


Gullo made these statements during a press conference held at tie Hotel 
Castelar in this capital. Also participating in the press conference were 
Patricia Bullrich, representing the Unified Peronist Youth; Alberto Baduan, 
for Peronist Youth Liberation; Alejandro Lavado, for Peronist Youth October; 
and delegates to that group from universities and secondary schools. 


The leader stated that the youth "want the participation of the people.” 


Departing from the formal framework of the congress, he added that the youth 
"are no longer just artificial numbers" at party meetings "to be manipulated 
by party leaders," when asked about the absence of the youths from the party 
congress last weekend. 


With regard to that meeting, Gullo emphasized that “we repudiate the brutal 
tactics that deny the revolutionary essence of our movement” and are carried 
out by "the marshals of defeat" who claim “impartiality while the non- 
participation and exclusion of the Peronist people as a whole continues." 


He added that there are two clear alternatives in the party, “that of 
brutality and alliances with the military, and that of the regaining the 
dignity of the Argentine people." 
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Patricia Bullrich, for her part, claimed that “we do not recognize the exist- 
ence of the leadership because we declared the congress null," referring to 
last weekend's congress. 


The youth leaders indicated that they will attend the congress convened by the 
dissident sector of Peronism, made up of representatives from the interior, 
and revealed that they are trying to persuade that group "to negotiate with 
the others, to call a direct election," after reforming the party's organic 
charter to make such an election possible. 


With regard to the march for the defense of democracy organized by the APDH, 
in which the radical sector will not participate, Bullrich pointed out that 
"unfortunately, due to disagreements" in the Political Youth movement, "youths 
must participate individually instead of as a whole." 


The Justicialist youth advocated "the dismantling of the repressive apparatus, 
the safe return of the arrested and the ‘disappeared,’ the trial and 
punishment of those guilty of violating human rights, the release of all 
political and labor union prisoners, decent wages and housing, health and 
education systems that serve the people, and social justice to do away with 
the financial patriarchy once and for all. 


8926 
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STUDENT LEADERS SEEK GREATER POLITICAL ROLE 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 9 Dec 84 p 18 


[Text] The panel was made up of the president of the Argentine University 
Federation (FUA), Marcelo Garcia (Franja Morada); the secretary of pedagogical 
affairs of that federation, Ruben Giustiniani (National Reformist Movement); 
and the director for national universities of the Union for the Liberalization 
of Universities (UPAU), Carlos Maslaton (centrist). 


Common Objectives 


In his dual capacity as a director and an advanced law student at the Univer- 
sidad del Litoral, Garcia began by pointing out that youth leaders naturally 
move on from student activism to the organization of groups. "We believe," he 
added, "that the role of the leaders is to fight for the organization and 
articulation of the efforts of students, who are scattered and have different 
aspirations, in order to reach common objectives. The leaders also have the 
responsibility to defend student's interests and to channel their concerns, 
even within the general politics of the university." 


Maslaton, a law student at the University of Buenos Aires, expressed similar 
sentiments, although he stressed that "what people wanted when they voted in 
the student centers was organizations that would provide services and defend 
their demands. It is a matter of seeing whether the current leadership will 
fulfill that expectation," he noted. And he emphasized that "unfortunately, 
the leaders are doing so to a minimal degree." 


Why? We Asked 


Maslaton did not hesitate to answer: "On the one hand," he said, "it is 
undeniable that the student centers are moving into areas beyond strictly 
university concerns. It would be understandable to make a declaration 

in favor of democracy, for example, but without abandoning the university 
objectives, as is happening in the case of the university leaders of Franja 
Morada, Peronism, the Intransigent Party and the forces of the left, which are 
moving into ideological areas of personal interest. 
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"True Farces" 


Maslaton also based his opinion on the fact that "these days the situation is 
much more serious in the second- and third-level organizations (regional 
federations and the FUA) One need only look," he emphasized, "at the docu- 
ments and final conclusions of the congress the FUA held in Tucuman, to 
realize that they have little to do with student expectations. They are now 
discussing political matters which are unimportant to the ordinary student, 
who thus begins to consider the FUA, the University Federation of Buenos Aires 
(FUBA) and the student centers as true farces, as political movements." 


After an extensive discussion of the mission of the leader, Giustiniani, an 
engineering student at the Rosario National Uniersity, raised his voice in 
response to Maslaton, stating among other things that "technology can be 
bought, but young Argentines with creative abilities cannot. This makes it 
necessary to link the university to the country. Hence the important role 
played by politics and now by democracy. University politics should be 
coherent, and should contribute to an independent nation, with social justice 
and well-being for all." 


In resuming the dialogue, Garcia acknowledged that "there is a lot of inexper- 
ience among the leaders of this generation" and stated that as a consequence, 
"students cannot get historic responses from university leaders. That is the 
fruit of seven years of dictatorship. Those of us who lead organizations 
today all got a little accustomed to the blows, and received little practical 
experience. Perhaps, I think, that is why today the debate taking place in 
the student centers is becoming more sophisticated, more ideological; I don't 
mean to say it should lack political content. To be specific, the political 
intensification should go hand in hand with the students’ demands. It should 
be clear that we are not all political militants." 


Giustiniani, in turn, backed up his assertion that politics should not be 
divorced from the university by citing the example of "independent groups that 
are defining themselves as the reality of democracy advances, and are already 
approaching certain currents of thought." 


Student Advisers 


Another topic covered in the debate revolved around the need for direct 
elections of student advisers rather than the current system, under which in 
some cases the presidents of the student centers serve as advisers. "They 
should have different characteristics," said Maslaton, "because some intellec- 
tual failings can be tolerated in the president, but not in an adviser, who 
must participate along with other members of the organic entities of the 
school in the drafting of curriculum, for example." Giustiniani pointed out, 
however, that he does not believe in this differentiation, and expressed the 
need for the student adviser "to provide responses to the real needs of the 
students." 
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BRAZIL 


U.S., EEC SEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR 76 PERCFNT OF TRADE SURPLUS 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 22 Dec 84 p 27 


[Text] The United States and the European Economic Community (EEC) were 
responsible for 76 percent of the Brazilian trade surplus of $9.7 billion 
recorded from January to September of this year. However, the figures from 
CACEX reveal that despite its exporting effort, Brazil does not have trade 
with 41 countries. 


Condemnation of the racist regime does not prevent trade with South Africa, 
the third largest market for Brazilian products on the African continent, 
below only Nigeria and Algeria. Purely political reasons explain the com- 
plete lack of exchange of goods and services with Cuba. The other American 
country without trade with Brazil is the unknown Saint Pierre and Miquelon 
[Island]. 


In Europe, only Greenland does not have trade relations with Brazil. In the 
Middle East, Brazilian products have not yet entered Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 

In Asia, there are 10 countries: Bhutan, Cashmere, Cambodia, North Korea, 
Laos, Lebuan Island, the Maldives, Christmas Island, Sikkim and Timor. 

In Africa there are nine: the Comoros, Pezzan, Equatorial Guinea, Saint 
Helen, the Spanish Sahara, Sao Tome and Principe, Chad and the British 
Territory of the Indian Ocean. In Oceana--far away and of little economic 
value--there are 16 countries. 


The positive balance of $3.94 billion in bilateral trade with the United 
States was 40.5 percent of the overall surplus in the first 9 months of the 
year. Exports to the United States increased 54 percent and imports of U.S. 
products declined 6.9 percent by comparison with the January to September 
period of 1983. 


The EEC contributed with a surplus of $3.44 billion, equivalent to 35.45 
percent of the total. The Low Countries and Italy were the principal 
partners in the generation of net balances favorable to Brazil: $957.9 
million and $703.82 million. The Low Countries were the third largest 
market for Brazilian products, importing $1.06 billion, less only than the 
United States and Japan, and more than Germany. 











Trade with East Europe declined, shown by the decline of 11.75 percent in 
exports of Brazilian products and 3.56 percent in the purchases by Brazil. 
The main trading partner, the Soviet Union, purchased 46.51 percent less 

from Brazil but managed to increase its sales by 6.36 percent. The Brazilian 
surplus with East Europe fell from $757.01 million from January to September 
in 1983 to $640.44 million in the same period this year. 
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BRAZIL 


JOINT PROJFCTS IN INFORMATICS NEGOTIATED WITH PRC 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Dec 84 p 31 


[Text] Brasilia--China and Brazil are going to work together on four 
technology development projects in the area of informatics, in additiou to 
a fifth project that is still dependent on the approval of the Chinese 
Government, pertaining to the production of a medium-sized computer. That 
was the result of the trip made to Beijing by Special Secretary for 
Informatics Colonel Edson Ditz. Ditz revealed that a Chinese mission will 
soon come to Brazil to conclude a contract with two Brazilian companies 
for the purchase of peripheral equipment for an unspecified amount but which 
he believed to be "considerable’" Ditz spent 1 week in Beijing and 
negotiated the five cooperation projects within the framework of the 
existing bilateral agreement with the Chinese Ministry of Electronic 
Industry. The first project approved was in the area of high-sensitivity 
integrated circuits (LSI and VLSI), involving conception, simulation, 
diffusion and tests. According to the colonel, the Chinese are far ahead 
of the Brazilians in the area of integrated circuits but the same cannot 
be said about the application of informatics and the hardware sector. 


This complementation between the two countries was stressed by the secretary, 
in whose view Brazil and China have the advantage of having a strong 
domestic market and of being at a similar level of development, which will 
facilitate "a real transfer of technology." 


Joint studies will also be conducted on data networks and process control 
in the electric, steel, petrochemical, textile and transportation areas. 


The fourth project approved is aimed at conceiving equipment for the auto- 
mated production of software. Even the developed countries are just 

starting projects of that nature. In Brazil the work is going to be 

carried out by the Informatics Technology Center which has already pre- 

sented a study project estimated at $38 million (about 120 billion cruzeiros). 


Another Chinese mission, this one of a commercial nature, will come to Brazil 
possibly in January to close deals in the area of peripherals. Ditz did 

not want to reveal the name of the two companies picked by the technical- 
scientific mission that visited Brazil last month but indicated that the 
volume of business should be large and may even extend to the installation 

of a Brazilian hardware factory in China. 
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IBGE PRESIDENT PREDICTS 180 MILLION POPULATION IN 2000 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 1 Jan 85 p 32 


[Text] In the year 2000, Brazil will have a population of 180 million inhabitants, 
with slightly more women than men. The economically active population will 

be 69 million and the per capita income will increase from the current 

$2,000 to $4,000, if the growth rate of 5 percent per year holds over the next 

15 years, predicts Jesse Montello, president of the Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics [IBGE]. 


In the next 15 years, the Brazilian economy should show more stable behavior, 
without serious crises. If the Tancredo Neves government abolishes"the current 
wage law, which only creates economic distortions, unemployment will decline 

to a rate of 5 percent (frictional unemployment, which only indicates the 
mobility of the labor force)," Montello said. Another major challenge will be to lowr 
interest rates , which are currently 57 percent above the inflation rate and which 
are not encouraging for any investor. 


&ccording to Montello, if the same export policy is maintained, Brazil, which 
has only 1.36 percent of the world’s trade, would go to 3 to 4 percent of total 
world exports, reducing the current foreign debt to insignificant levels. 


The population growth rate of 2.2 percent should remain at an average 2 percent, 
declining to 1.7 percent at the beginning of the next millenium. This birth 
rate has been declining spontaneously, without any family planning policy, 
because of the greater influx of women into the labor force, an entry which has 
been growing at a rate of 7 percent per year, as against 3 percent for the male 
population, and also because of the urbanization process which has reduced the 
fertility rate because of the awareness of birth control measures. 


The IBGE president predicts that, in the year 2000, the Brazilian population 

will still be youthfal, with about 80 percent in the age range from birth to 

50 years. It is because the population is so youthful that Social Security 

has not failed completely. Today, 87 percent of the Brazilian population falls 

within the range from birth to 50 years. Only 4 percent of Brazilians fare over] 
the age of 65, as against 16 percent in Sweden, 14 percent in England and 

France, 11 percent in the United States and 8 percent in Argentina. 


Brazilians’ life expectancy should go up 5 years, from 58 years for males and 
65 years for females to 63 and 70 years, respectively. If Brazil's population 
were older, the current Social Security plans would not be adequate, according 
to the IBGE president. The present rate of infant mortality should not decline 
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substantially, going from the current 8.8 percent (or 88 infant deaths for each 
1,000 live births) to something like 6 percent (60 deaths per 1,000 births), quite 
a high rate by international standards. 


Jesse Montello foresees considerable difficulty for the country because of the 
lack of investment in education. He declares that, as a university professor, 

he has seen education in Brazil deteriorate in the last 15 years, and this 
troubles him greatly. The illiteracy rate should drop from the current 22 percent 
to 15 percent, but this only pertains to the population above 15 years of age, 
because prior to that age the individual is not yet considered illiterate. 

This really masks the rate, because 25 percent of the Brazilian population is 

in the age group below 15 years. In any event, at the height of an era of data 
systems, robotics and cybernetics, in the year 2000 Brazil will have 27 million 
illiterates over 15 years of age. 


The deterioration of education at all levels could result in serious social 

and economic problems. According to Professor Montello, economic development 
provokes and accentuates inequalities in income, which is concentrated in favor 
of those who have more knowledge and who enjoy larger salaries and better oppor- 
tunities. In Brazil, there is already an extremely high concentration of income 
and this process could be further accelerated if the government does not provide 
better education and qlture for its peopke. Nor can we ignore the political 
problems arising from an inadequate cultural grounding among the Brazilian 
population. It could even hamper economic development itself, particularly 
considering the coming revolution in technology. 


Jesse Montello recommends to the next government of the country that it draft 
a family planning policy, because the country does not have the resources to 
invest in infrastructures. The future government should reduce the number of 
laws regulating business activity and ease the tax burden; so the underground 
economy will stop growing at the current pace. 


The current wage policy has created unemployment, it has made the home financing 
system unworkable and has bankrupted Social Security in Brazil, according to 
the IBGE president, who recommends an end to any wage law, allowing the market 
forces to freely determine wages and making the government responsible for 
strengthening the unions so they can negotiate with the companies under accept- 
able conditions. Investment in education is essential in the plan of Professor 
Montello, who recalls that Brazil once imported professors from all over the 
world, and today it does not even offer high enough salaries to attract anyone 
to university teaching, not to mention the inexistence of solid technical train- 
ing, capable of preparing the current generation for the technological inno- 
vations that econmic growth will bring. 


Future 40-Year-Olds Predict Good Market 


They are between 24 and 26 years old; most of them have graduated from college 
and are now entering the labor market. In the year 2000, they will be 40 years 
old and should hold important positions in private enterprise or in government 
agencies. Some may be outstanding businessmen. Today, none of them knows, 

but they all voice the same optimism about the future. 














Boys and girls alike envision a better Brazil, more democratic, with much less 
severe economic problems than the current ones and a high level of technological 
development. They have doubts, many doubts, and the most important of these 
pertain to interpersonal relationships. The perplexity of Debora Lopes Cruz, 

a law student in Rio de Janeiro, is sharedby Lourdes Melo da Silva, a secretary 
in Sao Paulo. 


"Joy has lost all meaning for many people in my generation,’ declared Carioca 
Debora. "Today there is the search for pleasure upon pleasure, and I ask myself 
what will become of us by the end of this millenium." According to Lourdes: 

"It is sad to admit, but I think personal relationships have deteriorated and 
egoism has overtaken all the other feelings.” Debora wants to be a judge, but 
does not dare to make plans for the future. Lourdes dreams of working in the 
data processing area; she sees herself as married in the year 2000, but without 
any children. "I don’t want any.” 


Elizabet Gomes Nascimento, aged 25, married 3 years ago, a geography teacher, 

is not thinking about having children either. It is not that she is pessimistic; 
on the contrary. According to “Betti,” there will be important changes in the 
country and she foresees many popular movements: a struggle for health, education, 
environmental protection. "The population will be more demanding in the year 
2000," she believes, but she notes: “The people will still not be represented 

in the government.” 


Betti is not planning to abandon her geography classes. She likes what she does, 
but she thinks it is inevitable that the computer will arrive in the public 
schools, automating teaching and facilitating access to information. She recog- 
nizes that this could cause unemployment, but Betti is also certain that, in 

the year 2000, the teachers’ struggle will be assured of victory in the battle 
against the computer. 


Also, 15 years from now, she envisions students who are more aware and more 
active participants, who will not accept as “absolute truth" everything they 
are told by their teachers. Mario Gustavo Mayer, a recent graduate in biology, 
sees a similar transformation in the university, which will be “more democratic, 
encouraging research geared to the nation's realities, and where professor- 
student relations willbe lateral, without this current characteristic, i.e., 

the use of knowledge as power.” 


Liberal Democracy 


Mario finds it difficult to talk about the future, but he ventures it; he envisions 
himself as married, with children, working on research and lecturing at the 
university “if the opportunity arises.” Meanwhile, he is an unpaid intern at 

the Oncological Research Genter and,together with a friend, he has set up an 
apiary in Sorocaba. He is optimistic, but not unduly so. He foresees that 

Brasil will be more democratic--"liberal democracy, because we will still be a 

long way from social democracy, even in the year 2000." 
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“If the outrages continue, nothing will have changed." This is the opinion 
of Roberto Barth, aged 24, trained in administration at the Getulio Vargas 
Foundation. A month ago, he practically defined his future; he went to work 
for the company where his father is financial director and one of the owners. 
It was a difficult decision. "I ws afraid of being seen as the boss's son, 
and of doing nothing or doing too much." Now he has already perceived that 
things 2.:e much easier than he had thought and he even envisions himself as 
questioning his father's judgement: “You are mistaken here,” he will say. 


In the year 2000, Roberto will certainly be the financial director of Supergauss. 
“The company will be bigger, with new production lines and more automation,” 

he foresses. He only hopes that automation will not change the relations between 
the management and the employees. "My father set up an organization that was 
almost like a family, with direct and continuing contact among the people. 

I would like to keep it this way.” 


Otavio Delizans Bruno, a native or Rio and a student of history, is pessimistic- 

one of the rare pessimists among the 25—vear-olds. He says there is not much 

hope of living in a better world in the year 2000 and believes that the end of the 
millenium will see an agitated society, in foment, ready to explode "At any moment." 
Celso Ferenczi, aged 26, in his final year at the Faculty of Law of Largo Sao 
Francisco, is in no doubt: two thirds of the world’s population will have disap- 
peared by the year 2000. 


Unlike Otavio, Celso is an optimist. A spiritualist, a student of prophets and 
futurists, he believes that the destruction of part of the earth is essential 
for the emergence of a third millenium of peace, harmony, love and fellowship. 
According to Celso, tri:;.edies like the one which took thousands of lives in 
Bhopal, India, will be repeated with growing intensity. 


U.S.-Soviet Conflict 

According to Celso, the year 1996 will mark the “peak of the catastrophes and 
the annihilation of the United States ami the Soviet Union.” The countries in 
the southern Hemisphere, he declares, will be spared in the atomic war, but 
in the year 2000 things will not be well for them either. “The process will 
go on for another decade or two.” Celso talks with the same conviction about 
his own life. "I will have 41 [sic] children; my children wiil be between 10 
and 13 years old and I will be at the height of my career.” 


Celso intends to specialize in private law and civil suits and dreams of lecturing 
at the Faculty of Largo Sao Francisco; he also intends to enter public life, 

to help the state in some way to perform its role of making justice accessible 

to the poor. "A man is what he wants to be,” he believes. 


Joao Batista Gomes is 25 years old and has worked since he was 13. Single, 

he is general assistant of a company. He has to “cut it close" to make a living, 
but he manages to be optimistic. His plans: to take the electronics course 

in SENAI and, in the year 2000, to have his own small house, where he will live 
with his wife and a “couple of children.” By then, he says confidently, we 

will be electing “the man the people want for president” and the country will 

be in a better tinancial condition. 














Joao explains that it is impossible to be pessimistic. “If the situation gets 
any worse, beforelong people will be killing each other and no one will be left." 
Like Joao, Maria do Socorro, a domestic, aged 24 and a native of Paraiba, allows 
herself to dream. She wants little, very little: a house and a job "in my 

own profession.” Regarding the country, she would like to vote in a presidential 
election. “It must be [made a] legal [right]." 


Specialists Advise Against Great Projects 


Simple solutions--effective, even if they are temporary--which benefit a large 
number of Brazilians: this is the guideline which should prevail in the year 

2000, a not too far distant date, included on the calendars and in the discussions 
of azchitects, urbanists and planners concerned with the future of the country. 

In that era there will not be great programs or huge investmentsé in controversial 
projects such as SANEGRAM [Greater Sao Paulo Sanitation Program], the Rio-Niteroi 
bridge, the Trans-Amazon highway, Itaipu and the Steel Railway, which characterized 
the 1970s, the era of the “economic miracie." 


Problems inherited from the past will have to be solved in the next 15 years, 
because of their gzavity, with repercussions on the 21st century. They are 
easily identified. Items such as health, housing, the environment, hunger, 
technology and the situation of the Northeast will earn even more attention 
from the experts and will be given much more space in seminars, conferences 
and meetings. They have one characteristic in common: they will require 
creative solutions. 


For example, investments in the Northeast in the last 20 or 30 years could have 
had long-range results, but this is not what happened. Isolated projects ana 
work fronts dominated, instead of a concentration of resources on infrastructures 
and sectors that would generate employment. According to technicians, these 
last items depend on time and the funding “to alter climate-affected factors 

and to provide returns, such as a larger local employment potential.” 





Hundreds of industries were set up and power, transportation and communications 
assumed relative importance in some states, but the reach of these changes was 
very limited; the new factories generated fewer than 200,000 jobs, while more 
than half the labor force (6 million people) is today underemployed or unemployed. 
In the future,it will be possible to live with prolonged droughts if the small 
producers have the land and the minimum water-storage capacity. 


The future Tancredo Neves government is studying ways to begin to transform 

the Northeast. Three possibilities are being examined: creation of a Special 
Ministry for Northeast Affairs; a short-term Ministry for Drought-Related Matters; 
or an entity which would work together with the regional agencies (SUDEME [Superin- 
tendency for Development of the Northeast], SUDAM [Superintendency for Develop- 
ing the Amazon Region], SUDECO [Superintendency for Developing the Center-West 
Region] and SUDFSUL [Superintendency of the Southern Region]), to increase their 
efficiency. Recovery of nonarable land, regulation of ownership, expropriations 

in the public interest, irrigation programs and rural credit are among the 
priorities which must be addressed in the coming decades. 
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Housing Shortage 


There are not enough funds to eliminate the housing shortage, which grows by 
the year. The number of "favelas" [shanty towns] and slums in the big cities 
is growing and the BNH [National Housing Bank] philosophy of granting long-term 
mortgages for low-income housing is still criticized by the experts. The 
quality of construction is so dubious that the homes cannot be maintained for 
20 years, the period for which the property is financed. In the future, three 
potential clients will have to be attended to: those who will lose their 
property because of its poor construction; those who are not now old enough 

to assume mortgages; amd a needy population estimated at 30 million. 


Whereas the housing problem isa matter of construction technology and the sost 

of land (land policy), the sanitation problem also demands massive financial 
resources. A technician asks, without any response: “How much will it cost, 

at current values, to provide water and sewer service to 80 percent of the popula- 
tion in the country's major cities?” Currently, even the most orthodox engineers 
are looking at low-cost solutions to replace water and sewer systems in the 
future. Officially, the goals of the National Sanitation Pian [PLANASA] are to supply 
piped drinking water to at least 100 million Brazilians and sanitary sewer 
services to 70 million inhabitants in cities and towns by 1990. In practice, 

the problems encountered by the BNH in meeting the funding needs of PLANASA 

are increasing to the point that there are constant requests for financing from 
international agencies. 


There is no consensus on the technologies to be adopted in the next decades 

to solve the sanitation problem. From all indications, they will not be the 

Same as the ones used today; the confusion persists and the inadequacy of the 

water and sewer systems is increasing with the population growth and the urban 

influx. In one of its meetings, the Conference for Research and Development 

of Basic Sanitation concluded that unless a more workable and cheaper Brazilian o 
technology is developed, a larger and larger segment of the population will 

no longer have access to this service. 


Hope Lies in Children 


The technicians agree: the issue of the environment will be cause for great 
concern by the end of the century. This is not an area which only demands invest- 
ments. On the contrary, increased supervision and the establishment of new 
penalties will not prevent the appearance of what the consultants call the 
"future generation of polluters, which will continue to attack the natural and 
urban environment." Others, however, feel that the hope lies precisely with 
today’s children who, as adults in the 2lst century, will have stronger views 

on this matter. 


According to the specialists, there has been no long-term vision in planning 

the food supply for a population whichis growing beyond desirable levels. Brazil 
has the conditions to feed its entire population and still export a surplus, 

but to date there has been no effective action in this area. There is not even 
a food production policy which resists the pressures of habit, the technicians 
point out. “If, for example, soybeans are a food that has come to stay, why 

not encourage the young population to consume it?” 
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Today, Brazil has the sixth largest population of malnourished in the world-- 
over 80 million people--or two thirds of its population. Of this total, 12 
million are children under 6 years of age, according to the UN Children's Fund. 
In 1984, 300,000 Brazilians under the age of 1 year died of starvation or of 
problems aggravated by reduced resistance in the infant organism. The problem 
will worsen in the future if the situation remains the same, or if there are 
advances and then lags, as usually occurs. 


Technological Options 


By the end of the century, the country will have to choose what technology it 
intends to adopt: a highly sophisticated technology which already exists in 

the banking institutions and affects the daily life of the people, or a low- 
cost technology to replace conventional solutions out of the reach of most of 
She current public administrations, argue experts in the sector. This is a 
broad topic and involves everything from the technology for the public food sup- 
ply to water and sewer treatment, waste management and even natural medicine. 


“The growth of the cities doesnot necessarily call for large-scale solutions,” 
Said a specialist who is interested in introducing technological solutions that 
have been proven in the past and could be adapted now. Whereas in the SANEGRAM 
system, large-scale and expensive solutions were adopted, with sewer pipes as 
large as subway tunnels and automated controls, in Goias, the government is 
currently installing septic tanks in which the waste of an average family is 
deposited and treated by nature itself. There is also a suggestion to place 
biodigestors at intervals in other cities. 


There are already paths exclusively for bicycles amd there is a technology 
addressed to improved pedestrian circulation. There is a concern to upgrade 

the value of inexpensive solutions , because technology is in a process of major 
development. Models now considered modern will, it is already known, be out- 
dated within a few years. They are expensive, only relatively reliable and 

are constantly being superceded by evolving technology. A company can change 


over its computers every 5 years, but a transport system myst last for at least 
2 decades. 
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CUT OPPOSES AD SOCIAL PACT, REJECTS NEGOTIATIONS 
Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 3 Jan 85 p 3 


[Article by Cecilia Plese: '"'CUT does not Believe in the Social Pact of the 
Alliance"] 


[Text] Sao Paulo--The 937 rural and urban unions throughout Brazil belonging 
to the Sole Central Organization of Workers [CUT], its representatives at a 
national level, and the leadership of its 19 state ofiices will probably not 
attend the meeting schedule for 1500 hours Saturday in the Minascentro in 
Belo Horizonte with presidential candidate Tancredo Neves. The information 
was revealed yesterday in this capital by members of its national advisory 
organization and confirmed late in the afternoon by members of the leader- 
ship of the Chemical Workers Union. According to one of the spokesmen of 
the CUT general directorate, the organization decided in a meeting held last 
2 and 3 December that the CUT would not participate in the meeting initially 
scheduled for 15 December with Tancredo Neves, which was later postponed to 
5 January, and in which various unionists representing federations and con- 
federations of workers of the entire country will participate. 


According tothe spokesman, the CUT does not recognize the candidate, does 
not agree with the indirect voting for president, and does not agree to 
participate in any negotiation, whether it be with Tancredo Neves or any 
other person. 


Against the social pact proposed by the AD, the organization stated its 
position in that respect in an official document and decided not to attend 
any meeting with the candidate because it believes that the objective of such 
meeting would be the formalization of the first understandings in that res- 
pect. Simultaneously, any unionist possibly present at the meeting is not 
authorized to speak in its name. However, a day after the inauguration of the 
future president, whoever he may be, the CUT intends to deliver a document to 
him containing all the demands by the workers belonging to it, whether they 
be from the city or the rural area. That document will be basically made up 
of the items approved during the national congress of the CUT held last 
August: direct elections immediately; reduction of the work week to 40 hours 
with no reduction in wages; quarterly adjustments; unemployment pay equal to 
70 percent of the wages received by the worker in his last check; agrarian 
reform under the control of the workers; freedom of union autonomy; ratifi- 
cation of Convention 87 of the ILO signed 40 years ago by Brazil, and only 
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now approved by the Chamber but not yet passed by the Senate, and other 
demands of an economic and political nature they intend to insert in the 
text by then. 


The leadership of the Chemical Workers Union, when asked, initially showed 
surprise about the meeting having been scheduled for Saturday, saying that 
nothing had been considered in that respect. Later, however, the spokesman 
declared that as an affiliate of the CUT, the union saw no advantage in going 
to meetings of that type. The Metal Workers Federation of the state of Sao 
Paulo--belonging to the faction opposed to the CUT, the CONCLAT [National 
Conference of the Working Classes]--cannot be heard because its leadership is 
in recess until 21 January. However, the president of the Metal Workers Union 
of Sao Paulo, Joaquim dos Santos Andrade, revealed he had received repeated 
invitations to attend the discussions. He will not be able to be present 
personally, although he will be received in an audience by Tancredo Neves in 
his office in Brasilia on 7 January at 1530. However, other unionists who are 
supporters of CONCLAT, as in the case of the Graphic, Electrical and Tele- 
communications workers, will represent the organization at the meeting 
scheduled for Saturday. 


With respect to the audience on the 7th, the unionists and the leadership of 
CONCLAT will meet in the morning at CONTAG [National Confederation of Farm 
Workers] headquarters to make a decision on the personnel who will make up 
the committee that will meet with Tancredo and the position to be adopted by 
the union movement toward the documents that will be delivered to the AD 
candidate on Saturday also. The expectations of "Joaquinzao" with respect 
to the two meetings is that on both occasions demands will be presented to 
Tancredo, such as greater union freedom, reform of the strike law, wage 
policy without coercion and without deindexing, agrarian reform capable of 
insuring that basic products will reach the consumers without the onus of 
intermediaries; reduction in the cost of money and of interest rates as a 
means for encouraging a rekindling of the economy and the reactivation of the 
economic sectors most affected by the recession. 


In the opinion of the president of the Metal Workers Union of Sao Paulo, the 
social pact proposed by Tancredo Neves does not exist because it does not yet 
go beyond being an idea. "What exists," he said, "is a national concensus 
around the figure of Tancredo. A pact is something more profound. It means 
an agreement and for the time being there are no specific proposals that 
permit the signing of an agreement." Joaquinzao added that the tendency 

of the union movement headed by CONCLAT is that of supporting Brazilian 
development, a program of government capable of promoting a better distribu- 
tion of revenues and a strategy which fundamentally includes participation 

by the workers in the establishment of action guidelines. Regardless of the 
philosophy of the men placed in the leadership of the government, explained 
the unionist, there are priorities Tancredo can take care of immediately 
after his inauguration: the renegotiation of the foreign debt, taxes, 
monetary exchange and agrarian reforms, fight against inflation, a wage policy 
compatible with the needs of the worker, in addition to the right to strike." 
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Joaquinzao added: "We know that neither Tancredo nor the men he will choose 
to make up his administration are magicians or miracle workers. The diffi- 
culties they are going to encounter are many and the workers are aware of 
that. That is why they are willing to contribute and help to overcome 
obstacles." 


He explained that the invitation made to the union class was extensive and 
without ideological requirements or checking in terms of organizations, 
that is why he believes that some representatives of the CUT should be 
present despite everything. "We all know that Tancredo is the right person 
for making the nation arrive rapidly at democratization, direct elections 
and the rekindling of development," he emphasized. "It is with that view 
that we intend to attend and support," he concluded. 


8908 
CSO: 3342/77 


51 














JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


BRAZIL 


POLL SHOWS 52 PERCENT FORESEE 1985 AS BETTER YEAR; COMMENT 


Increased Optimism 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Dec 84 p 6 


[Text] The year 1985 will be better than 1984 in the opinion of 52 percent 
of Brazilians, it was revealed by a Gallup Institute poll made between 12 
and 30 November in 175 cities of 20 states of the country. Since the be- 
ginning of the annual polls for checking the optimism of the population in 
1978, this is the largest percentage of Brazilimsover 18 years-of-age who 
believe in a better period than the one they are living in. This survey also 
indicates that the expectations of the Brazilians are more optimistic in 
election years compared to the following years: In 1978 that index was 50 
percent and in 1982 it was 45 percent, declining to 38 and 40 percent in 
1980 and 1983 when there were no elections. The Gallup Institute attributed 
the increase in optimistic expectations for 1985 to the prospect of a change 
in government, just as happened in 1978 and 1982. 


The 2,620 interviews made in November showed that 25 percent were pessimists 
who expect 1985 to be a worse year than this one, while 16 percent expect a 
year similar to this one and another 7 percent did not have an opinion. How- 
ever, the index of expectations established the difference between the 
optimists and pessimists was greater in the 1978 poll (+29) than in 1984 
(+27), although it is significantly better than the one obtained in last 
year's poll (0), when the percentage of both types of expectations was the 
same (40 percent expected 1984 to be worse and another 40 percent expected 

a better year than 1983. 


Despite that improvement in expectations about 1985, of the 132 persons 
interviewed who belonged to Class A (5 percent of the total) nearly 31 
percent expect next year to be worse than 1984; even though another 50 per- 
cent think the opposite; it is Class A which has the smallest "index of 
optimism" obtained among those polled: +19. In Class E, for example, the 
261 interviews (10 percent of the total) indicated an index equal to the 
national average (+27), since 51 percent of them expect a better year and 24 
percent are pessimistic about 1985. 
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Changes in Optimism in Brazil 1978-1984 














Brazilians saying that the coming 1978 1980 1982 1983 1984 
year will be: he he he he he 
Better than the year now ending 50 38 45 40 52 
Worse 21 33 27 40 25 
The same 23 16 19 11 16 
No opinion 6 13 9 9 7 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 
Persons interviewed 2613 2821 3065 2587 2620 


The middle classes are the most optimistic: of the 472 persons interviewed 

in Class B (18 percent of the total) they are divided into 56 percent optimists 
and 26 percent pessimists for an index of +30, the largest of all classes. In 
Class C, the 838 interviews (32 percent of the total) indicated that 52 per- 
cent of them are optimistic and 27 percent are pessimistic, for an index of 
+25. In the social sector which contributed the largest number of inter- 
views--917--the index was almost the same as the national average (+26): 51 
percent of those polled in Class D are optimistic and another 25 percent are 
pessimistic. 


The national average of those who believe in a year similar to 1984 is 16 
percent, with small variation in each social class. In Class E, however, the 
percentage of those who did not express their expectations about 1985 is 
larger (12 percent). The national average was 7 percent. 


More Hope in the Northeast 


Strangely enough, the different expectations among the social classes corres- 
pond to the oscillation of the hopes of the Brazilians of the various regions. 
In the richest region of the country, the Southeast, the index of optimism 
(+16) is even smaller than that found in Class A (+19). The 1,205 interviews 
held in that region show 46 percent optimists and 30 percent pessimists. In 
the Northeast, however, the 708 interviews were divided into 58 percent opti- 
mists and 19 percent pessimists for an index of +39. In the states of the 
north and west, the "optimism index" was even larger (+43) among the 262 
people interviewed, of whom 61 percent expect 1985 to be better and only 

18 percent believe it will be worse. Those interviewed in the southern region 
(445) reached an index close to the national average (+28) 54 percent of them 
being optimists and 26 percent of them pessimists. 


The inhabitants of the capitals of those 20 states also showed an "optimism 
index" close to the national average (+26), with a slight difference in 
favor of the optimists (53 percent) by comparison with the pessimists (27 
percent) divided among the 838 persons interviewed. 
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The 733 persons interviewed in the cities of more than 50,000 inhabitants are 
considerably less optimistic, with an index of +18. As the size of the 
cities inhabited by those interviewed became smaller, however, the rate of 
optimism increases proportionately: In the urban regions with fewer than 
50,000 inhabitants, it grew to +31 among 576 persons interviewed. It in- 
creased even more--to +36--among the 235 persons interviewed in the cities 
which have between 5,000 and 10,000 inhabitants. It reached a maximum of 

+48 among the 238 persons interviewed in the urban regions with fewer than 
5,000 inhabitants. 


The Economy 


Expectations of Brazilians with respect to economic growth in 1985 is also 
the most optimistic of the last 6 years, since only 41 percent of those 
questioned by Gallup expect a difficult year, while 28 percent believe in 
“economic prosperity" and 24 percent believe that "it will remain the same." 
The index in this case is also the most optimistic (-13) by comparison with 
the polls since 1978. Last year, for example, that index was -42 and in 
1980 it reached a -53. Although it indicates economic expectations signif- 
icantly more optimistic, the result of the 1984 poll has a relationship with 
the prospect of a new government, as in 1978 and 1982, when that index 
improved to -25 and-20, respectively. 


The most pessimistic index of economic expectations was found among those 
polled in Class A (-20) once more in contrast with the index of -1ll (the 
most optimistic) obtained in the poll in Class E. In Classes B and C, 
expectations with respect to the economy in 1985 had an index of -14 and in 
Class D it was a -15, with numbers very near to the national index of -13. 


Excluding those who had no opinion and those who had no economic expectations 
different than for 1984 ("it will remain the same"), it was noted that only 
37 percent of the 132 persons interviewed in Class A expect prosperity in 
1985. That percentage increases to 39 percent in Class B (472 interviews) 
and to 40 percent in Class C (838 interviews), Class D (917) and Class E 
(261). 


As in the study by social classes, economic expectations noted in the regions 
of the country showed that the Brazilians with less hope in an upswing in 
growth are in the richest region, the southeast. Only 25 percent of those 
interviewed in the Southeast believe in prosperity and another 45 percent 
expect difficulties, for an index of -21. In the Northeast, the number of 
optimists and pessimists among those interviewed is the same (35 percent), 
achieving the best index of expectations--zero. in the interviews in the 
north and west, the index is -2. In the south it is -l/. 


Of the 1,484 persons interviewed, who expressed their expectations about 1985 
("better" and "worse") and on the economy next year ("prosperity"/"dfficul- 
ties") 40 percent expect a better and more prosperous period than 1984. 
Another 33 percent foresee 1985 as being worse and more difficult than 1984. 

















Of the 16 percent who expect 1985 to be similar to 1984 of a total of 
2,620 interviews, the impression predominates that present economic diffi- 
culties will continue next year. 


A total of 1,287 men (49 percent) and 1,333 women were interviewed, of whom 
1,102 were between 18 and 29 years-of-age (42 percent), 1,021 were between 
30 and 49 (39 percent) and another 497 were 50 or more (19 percent). 


Vote of Confidence 


Yesterday, also, the leader of the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement Party] 
in the Chamber of Deputies, Freitas Nobre, said in Sao Paulo that the result 
of the annual Gallup Institute Public Opinion Poll "reveals a trend toward 
confidence in the reestablishment of administrative morality and authority." 
He observed that the optimistic expectations of 52 percent of the Brazilians 
for 1985 "represents a sense of relief of the population and a hope in the 
reestablishment of the democratic process with an end to the cycle of 
authoritarian governments." 


Freitas Nobre believes that "the crisis is particularly a moral one and the 
problems of the nation are rooted in widespread, general and unrestricted 
corruption which reached the various echelons of public administration." 

In his opinion, "the indexes relative to the increase in popular confidence 
means a vote of confidence in the government that will be inaugurated next 
year. For that very reason the responsibility of that government is going 
to be greatly increased and the people reveal that such is their hope and 
that they will not tolerate any permissiveness toward corruption.” 


The PMDB leader said that there will be no revanchism in the Tancredo 
government but "those who enriched themselves through corruption will have 
to answer before the courts" because "there is no amesty" for corruption. 


Rulers' Responsibility 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 28 Dec 84 p 3 
{Editorial: "The Responsibility of those who are going to govern"] 


[Text] In the opinion of 52 percent of the Brazilians, 1985 will be better 
than the year that is about to end. That is what is revealed by the opinion 
poll made in November, covering 175 cities in 20 states. At the beginning of 
1984 only 40 percent of those interviewed, reflecting the convictions of the 
population in that sampling believed that the new year would be more favor- 
able than the previous year. With respect to economic growth, optimism is 
also shown when the answers collected now are compared with those of 12 
months ago. It is obvious that all that is the result of the prospects of a 
new government capable of working more and improving public administration, 
or through the formation of a new group of ministers that shall be worthy of 
esteem, or by the adoption of standards of morality which will restore 


a 
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general confidence in the seriousness with which the common welfare will be 
handled. One word describes the hope of all: Credibility. What is wanted 
is an Executive Branch which can be believed to be doing the right thing 
and is trustworthy. 


The experience of these 6 years, which began in 1979, was very painful. 
Inflation exploded, that of 1984 being around 220 percent, the largest there 
has been here, and there is no acceptable excuse to justify it. No one is 
unaware that it is the result of the sum of neglect and incompetence. 


Scandals occurred to demonstrate that the bureaucratic machine was domin- 
ated by the unwholesome mentality of people whose motto was ‘give us...” 

The repeated examples of impunity encouraged the daring, who waxed fat from 
crime, indifferent to the sufferings of the wage earners and the unemployed 
(or underemployed) who were defenseless against the evils imposed by the 
brutal devaluation of money. Never was so little work done in Brazil within 
the framework of direct administration or of the privileged state companies 
(with few honorable exceptions such as the Companhia Vale do Rio Doce), 
which were burdensome and profitless but despite this were converted into 
sinecures for the new class: the ruling technobureacracy. 


Brazil became the paradise of a Cosa Nostra, which it is up to the future 
government to break up, if not, it will be quickly saddled with it, thwarting 
the expectations of all those who want to see it austere and upright, oper- 
ational and diligent in the examination and solution of profound and grevious 
problems, not allowing any more postponements that will have the privilege 

of putting them to one side, delaying solutions of national interest. That 
is the great battle to be waged after 15 March: the destruction of the 
foundations built by the real masters of government, who have handled it 

for a long time with the connivance of those who may be the chiefs of the 
highest offices at the time--those chiefs may change but the contingents 

of the second and third echelons remain, strengthening themselves under the 
cover they specialized in giving the one who departed and who wishes to 

hide that ethical shortcoming which could be easily revealed. 


There is hope, yes, but it will quickly disappear if it is coniirmed that 
the persons changed but there was no change in the reigning mentality of 
which the people are tired, and for good reason. It will be necessary to 

at least make a significant effort to control inflation and give jobs to 

the 2 million countrymen who enter the labor market every year. It will be 
necessary to adopt a policy of explaining to the population about the 
scourge of the population explosion. It will be essential to maintain 
exports at the level they have reached and even to continue to increase them. 
It is time to look to the Northeast, which has always been forgotten or 
sacrificed for reprehensible administrative panaceas. Is it not also time 

to insure help for the many millions of underprivileged children who often 
have nothing but the path to crime before them? Is it not also possible to 
integrate into the community the deprived populations of the peripheries 

of the large urban centers, who have been driven there from the Northeast 

or the interior by the subhuman conditions existing there? The reply to 
these questions will be positive if there is a quick and effective action by 
the authorities who do justice to that name in order to prevent an aggravation 
of the vicissitudes of those who live in those underworlds of poverty. 
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However, if everything remains as it is now, woe unto us: The hopes 
collected in the November poll will turn into disillusion and revulsion 
and the wind of demagoguery will sweep the public scene and drive the people 
to the redoubts of the radical politicians who will attract them by ex- 
hibiting scapegoats to explain their anguish, which they will know how to 
exploit. Then the country will head for the unknown and all the efforts 
made to build democracy will have been reduced to nothing. Let the future 
rulers think about the grave responsibilities they will be assuming in 
fewer than 90 days. If they do not act in keeping with them, they will be 
closing the doors to the last chance Brazil has to head into the future 
with freedom, without seeing itself deprived of the order that corresponds 
to the expression of the collective will. 
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BLOGRAPHIC NOTES ON NEVES' CLOSEST ASSOCIATES 
Rio de Janeiro MANCHETE in Portuguese 29 Dec 84 p 17, 18 
[Article by Murilo Melo Filho: "Who's Who on the Tancredo Team"] 


[Text] Tancredo Neves, the future president of the 
republic, is a loner without cliques or sycophants, 
who is accustomed to paying a great deal of attention 
to the opinion of his friends and colleagues, but who 
likes to make decisions by himself. He will listen to 
the various factions, will weigh all support and oppo- 
sition carefully, but the final choice will be his ex- 
clusively. On 16 January,after his election, Tancredo 
Neves will have to devote himself to organizing, not 
only his ministries, but also to choosing hundreds of 
trusted helpers for the second and third echelons of 
the federal administration. They say that there are 
thousands of nominations. Who will be the men trusted 
by Tancredo? 


1. Jose Serra--Secretary of planning for the Franco Montoro government, he 
was chosen for the Committee for the Program of Action of the Tancredo Neves 
administration. His selection was not well received by conservative sectors 
of the Democratic Alliance [AD], including because he revealed a tendency 

to support the faction of Professor Fernando Henrique Cardoso in Sao Paulo. 


2. Aecio Neves Cunha--Young grandson of Deputy Aecio Cunha and also a nephew 
of former Deputy Tristao da Cunha. He is the private secretary of the 
candidate, who trusts him completely, and leader of the youth wing of the 

AD, which also promoted the recent rally in Recife. 


3. Jose Augusto Ribeiro--A TV BANDEIRANTES newsman, who was chosen to be the 
press secretary for the candidate. He has been carrying out an intensive 
work of selling Tancredo Neves to the media. He is an indispensable presence 
in all the presidential hopeful's trips, who wants him at his side always. 
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4. Mauro Salles--Secretary of the Council of Ministers in the parliamentary 
government headed by Premier Tancredo Neves, he was invited to be a special 
adviser. He has performed a great amount of work on the schedule of meetings 
of the candidate. He is a man who is also heeded and consulted on all the 
programs of campaign promotion and dissemination. 


5. Affonso Camargo--Senator for the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement 
Party], chief of Tancredo's electoral office in Brasilia, he is pointed 

out as the potential chief of the Civilian Household of the Presidency of the 
Republic. 


6. Tancredo Augusto--Son of the candidate and his right arm. He is the 
present undersecretary of the government of Minas Gerais and has a direct 
hand in all his father's campaign plans. 


7. Ulysses Guimaraes--Friend of the presidential hopeful for 40 years, since 
the times in which together they were members of the extinct PSD [Social 
Democratic Party]. They were colleagues in the opposition to the 1964 
military government. When it appeared that Tancredo Neves would be an 
opposition candidate, Ulysses Guimaraes immediately gave up his presidential 
pretensions. He believes he can provide excellent service as president of 
the Chamber of Depvties. 


8. Roberto Gusmao--As chief of the Civilian Household for Governor Franco 
Montoro, he has been an important and decisive man for the success of 
liaison in the area of Sao Paulo, which he has completely harmonized. 


9. Renato Archer--Minister of foreign relations in the parliamentary cabinet 
and a loyal colleague of Tancredo Neves, he now appears as the most probable 
minister of foreign affairs of the new government and responsible for future 
foreign policy. 


10. Ronaldo do Vale Simoes--Director of the Banco de Credito Real and son-in- 
law of presidential hopeful Tancredo Neves, a person who has his complete 
trust in contacts with the economic area. 


ll. Marco Maciel--One of the main creators of the Liberal Front and of the 

PDS [Social Democratic Party] dissidents, which guaranteed victory for the 

candidacy of Tancredo Neves. He will not be a minister only if he does not 
choose io be. 


12. Aureliano Chaves--It was his leadership of a large sector of the PDS 
which gave Governor Tancredo Neves the guarantee that he could resign as 
governor of Minas Gerais because he would have the assurance of a certain 
victory in the Electoral College. 


13. Jose Sarney--When he resigned as national president of the PDS because 
his idea of early elections was not accepted by Planalto Palace, he naturally 
attained an important position in Tancredo's plans. He wound up as his 
candidate for vice president. 

















14. Fernando Lyra--As secretary of the Chamber, he was one of the first to 
support the candidacy of Tancredo Neves to whom he has given great help in 
several and decisive alliances. 


15. Milton Reis--A federal deputy for the southern part of Minas Gerais, he 
was cassated by the revolution but maintained his bases intact ard returned 
to the Chamber supported by thousands of votes. He is the national coordi- 
nator of the Tancredo rallies and he speaks daily with him. 


15. Jose Aparecido de Oliveira--He returned to the Chamber as a deputy, 
having received many votes in Minas. He left the position to become the 
secretary of culture of the administration of Tancredo Neves in Minas Gerais. 
He has given him excellent collaboration. 


17. Jose Hugo Castelo Branco--Former leader of the PTB [Brazilian Labor 
Party] of Minas Gerais, he is a man who today has the complete trust of the 
presidential hopeful in the banking area. He is president of the Bemge- 
Credireal complex. His loyalty is total. 


18. Chagas Freitas--They have been friends for more than 40 years. They 

worked together in the foundation of the PP [Popular Party] and once more 
together they returned to the PMDB. Perhaps influenced by Tancredo Neves, 
Chagas returned to public life as candidate for senator in Rio de Janeiro. 


19. Franco Montoro--He was the first governor to support Tancredo and the 
fate of the presidential hopeful depended greatly on his perseverence in that 
support. He has placed all his friends in Sao Paulo at the service of that 
candidacy. 


20. Helio Garcia--After he assumed the post of governor of Minas Gerais as 

a replacement for Tancredo, he has revealed an unsurpassed loyalty by pro- 
viding the candidacy of the AD with the highest services, not only in winning 
the votes of the Minas Gerais voters, but also in the tranquility he has 
offered in the area of Minas Gerais for the actions of the presidential 
candidate. 


21. Gonzaga Mota--He was the first governor of the PDS in the Northeast to 
support the candidacy of Tancredo Neves. He did so while facing serious 
difficulties on his Ceara front. He appears now as one of the strongest 
candidates for a ministerial post. 


22. Francisco Dorneles--Present secretary of Federal Revenue, he will be an 
important man in the economic-financial plan of the next government. 


23. Luis Rogerio Mitraud--He is the secretary of finance for the government 


of Minas Gerais, responsible for the economic comeback of the state, one of 
the great goals attained by Governor Tancredo Neves. 
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24. Dona Antonia-~-Private secretary for the candidate for several years. She 
will go with him to Planalto Palace, where she will have an important mission 
in the organization of his schedule and his daily work program. 


Other important men in the Tancredo Neves plan are: 


Senators Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Orestes Quercia, Humberto Lucena, 
Milton Cabral, Marcondes Gadelha, Guilherme Palmeira, Jorge Bornhausen, 
Pedro Simon, Henrique Santillo, Mauro Borges, Alvaro Dias, Cid Sampaio, 
Severo Gomes, Albano Franco. 


Governors Roberto Magalhaes, Jose Agripino Maia, Divaldo Suruagy, Joao Alves 
Filho, Durval Carneiro, Luis Rocha, Hugo Napoleao, Gerson Camata, Wilson 
Martins, Jader Barbalho, Gilberto Mestrinho, Jose Richa, Leonel Brizola. 


Deputies Saulo Queiroz, Israel Pinheiro Filho, Carlos Sant'Ana, Humberto 
Souto, Thomas Nono, Jose Lourenco, Ayrton Soares, Bete Mendes, Paulo Lustosa, 
Marcio Braga, Marcio Macedo, Pimenta da Veiga, Freitas Nobre, Herbert Levy, 
Walber Guimaraes, Alencar Furtado, Francisco Pinto, Sarney Filho, Epitacia 
Cafeteira, Tarcisio Burity, Roberto Freire, Thales Ramalho, Jose Jorge, 
Jarbas Vasconcelos, Antonio Florencio, Miguel Arraes, Imocencio de Oliveira, 
Jose Carlos Vasconcelos, Cristina Tavares, Egidio Ferreira Lima, Oswaldo 
Lima Filho, Sergio Murilo, Heraclito Fortes, Florisceno Paixao, Paulo 
Mincarone, Sinval Guazelli, Bocaiuva Cunha, Francisco Studart, Gustavo de 
Faria, Jorge Cury, Jorge Leite, Jose Colagrossi, Leo Simoes, Rubem Medina, 
Sebastiao Nery, Vilmar Palis, Francisco Erse, Fernando Bastos, Airton 
Sandoval, Roberto Cardoso Alves, Farabulini Junior, Francisco Amaral, Israel 
Dias Novaes, Mendonca Falcao, Samir Achoa, Jackson Barreto, Jose Carlos 
Teixeira. 


Former Senators Paulo Brossard, Mauro Benevides and Marcos Freire. 


Former Governors Ney Braga, Aluizio Alves, Seixas Doria, Antonio Carlos 
Magalhaes. 


Former Minister Helio Beltrao. 

Former Deputies Moreira Franco and Jorge Gama. 

Attorneys Sobral Pinto, Heleno Fragoso and Evaristo de Moraes Filho. 
Businessmen Olavio Setubal, Abilio Diniz, Antonio Ermirio de Moraes, Sergio 
Quintella, Sergio Freitas, Rui Barreto, Theophylo de Azeredo Santos, Arthur 
Joao Donato. 


The Messrs Breno Neyes, Paulo Dantas, Jose Olympio and Drault Ernany. 


Economists Celso Furtado, Luciano Countinho, Sebastiao Vital Castro and Maria 
da Conceicao Tavares. 
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CONVOCATION OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY: NEVES, PUBLIC VIEWS 


Need for Assembly Stressed 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Jan 85 p 6 
[Article by Michel Temer: "Constituent Assembly: Why and When?"| 


[Text] Once more the nation is excited about the subject of a constituent 
assembly. 


The first question that should be asked is this: "Why a constituent 
assembly?" 


The state is society. 


It is made up of members of the people. No one can imagine the existence of 
a social nucleus without the participation of its members, without the will 
of its members being freely and independently expressed. 


That is why the hypothesis can never be imagined of the creation of a state 
born of the mind or the thought of just a few. All must participate. 


We had previously written that the constituent assembly violates the exist- 
ing legal order. This means that there is in the constitution no regulation 
which authorizes the abolition of the regulating system in existence so 
that another can be installed in its place. 


The constituent assembly, therefore, will have the effect of abolishing 
the present legal system so as to create a new state. 


For that reason it is a revolutionary act in the degree that it--let it be 
repeated—-violates the present legal order. 


At any rate, it is necessary to find a formula that will make the convocation 
viable. The denomination of this act (which is revolutionary) is of little 
importance. But everything indicates that the best solution would be to 
label it a constitutional amendment (not stipulated in the system but a 
violation of the system) in which the date for beginning the work of the 
constituent assembly and of its operations would be established. 
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Because of what we will explain next, the constituent assembly r=: _ be 


installed with the election of the new Congress which has the special powers 
to do so. 


It is necessary to know what the importance of the constituent assembly is. 
In other words, what kind of a constitution will be produced by a popular 
assembly. Will it be much different from the one now in effect? 


The answer, almost obvious, is that the difference will be minor. The 
present constitution foresees mechanisms preserving the Federation, individ- 
ual rights and the tripartition of power. These are principles which were 
always presented as the foundations of a State of Law. 


What there was throughout time was the poor application of those precepts in 
a discordant interpretation of that which the Constitution expressly estab- 
lishes, as Celso Antonio Bandeira de Mello repeatedly states. 


Therefore, what the constituent assembly will do, we suppose, is produce 

a new constitutional text, bringing modifications to the existing one; for 
example, the abolishment of decree-laws, the modification of the system of 
approval of laws by a period of time, the abolishment of the so-called 
emergency measures, keeping only the state of seige as a means of preserving 
basic values such as the Federation; division of power into three parts and 
guilessness in dealing with public affairs. Certainly and surely there will 
be a better and more adequate mechanism of control of the constitutionality 
of laws. For example, the attorney general of the republic would not be 
subject to the will of the chief of the federal Executive Branch, but should 
be in office for a specific term so as to perform his functions freely and 
sovereignly. 


Perhaps the modifications to be made will not be many. 


If such modifications are not going to be substantial, it may be asked: 
"Would not a simple constitutional reform by the present Congress in the 
exercise of its functions be enough?” 


The response is negative because the great value of the constitution resides 
precisely in hearing the various sectors of the Brazilian people, the most 
expressive as well as the least expressive segments of the various social 
strata. 


The movement for a constituent assembly, therefore, precedes the installation 
of the Popular Assembly itself. There is no Popular Assembly that can con- 
sider its work valid if first there is no "agitation" around the ideals of 

a new state. There must be discussions, debates and the promotion of 
meetings; civilian society must express itself, the religious and military 
bodies must also be heard so that the foundations of the new state may be 
broadly discussed in the social environment; only then can the Popular 
Assembly, now consisting of elected representatives, meet to rewrite a 
document that contains the elements already discussed by the various social 
sectors. 
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In summary: It is necessary to influence those who one day will have a seat 
in the constituent assembly by means of a prior discussion of the basic ideas 
for the new state. 


That process of instilling awareness must be initiated through the first 
preparatory act of the Constituent Assembly: The creation of a committee of 
technicians. That is the reason why there can be no thought of a consti- 
tuent assembly immediately. 


The constituent assembly can only come when ideas are practically rooted so 
that in a prior action the people may demand a suitable work from those who 
will represent them, whose written words may actually be the truest express- 
ion of popular feelings. 


Moreover, it is not even enough that a constitution be produced as the re- 
sult of that prior movement and of the will of the people's representatives. 


It is necessary that it be approved later by a national referendum. 


Then we shall have a text that may last because it was previously discussed, 
then debated in representative assembly and finally approved by those who 
previously discussed it. 


Everything indicates, however, that a free, sovereign constitution, that 
may cause the emergence of an equally free and sovereign state, can only be 
legitimate by, first, prior discussion; second, writing of those ideas by a 
popular representation, which will also continue as representatives to 
debate the same subject; and, finally, a popular referendum when the people 
receive the words written by their representatives and either approve or 
disapprove them. 


Neves Sets 1986 Date 


Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Dec 84 p 4 


[Article by Renato Faleiros: "Alliance Candidate says No Constituent 
Assembly Until 1986"] 


[Text] The constituent assembly will not be convoked until 1986, declared 

the indirect candidate of the Democratic Alliance [AD], Tancredo Neves, 73 

years-of-age, yesterday shortly after arriving in Aracaju (Sergipe) for the 
last rally of his campaign. The statement was made in reply to a question 

by the FOLHA reporter on the increase in demands for a constituent assembly 
now. 


"Technically, in terms of political rationality, in terms of political 
science, we shall not have the conditions for convoking a constituent 
assembly until 1986," said the Alliance candidate. He stated that there 
would be only two ways for calling a constituent assembly now: "Using the 
implicit powers as a constituent assembly ot the present Congress, which is 
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still marked by some vices, such as that of the bionic members, therefore, 
making it a legal body without the legitimacy for drafting a new constitu- 
tion, or by convoking a constituent assembly, dissolving the present 
Congress, something which no one has the power to do, in addition to being 
an extreme act of violence." 


Tancredo also said that "to convoke a constituent assembly to function at 
the same time as the present Congress would really be an unusual experience, 
which would inevitably lead to clashes and tensions and we would run the 
risks of concluding without either a constituent assembly or a congress.” 
He concluded: "Therefore, I only see conditions for us to have a constitu- 
ent assembly in 1986," which according to him "will come annointed by the 
popular vote and would, above all, come armed with full powers provided by 
the people and in that way we could really have a constitution clad with 
entire legitimacy." 


With respect to the movements for a constituent assembly now, the Alliance 
candidate considered them "praiseworthy" because they "demonstrate that 
their concern about the constituent assembly is really the reflection of a 
state of spirit, of a national awareness, which we should encourage and 
applaud." But he said: "We cannot, however, encourage a movement like that 
if we want it to be stable, lasting and permanent unless it is within legal 
norms. If we want a constituent assembly to legitimize the regime, how can 
we legitimize the regime by conmitting a great illegality, or rather, a 
violence?” 


The Alliance candidate was received with a celebration in Aracaju, where the 
government of PDS [Social Democratic Party] Governor Joao Alves, now con- 
verted to the Democratic Alliance, released all public transportation so that 
the people could attend the rally scheduled for tonight. The forecast was 
that 60,000 people would attend the pro-Tancredo demonstration, where the 
following would be present, among others: Senator Jose Sarney, Deputy 
Ulysses Guimaraes, Governor Hugo Napoleao of Piaui, singer Fafa de Belem 

and other performers. 


This morning Tancredo will be in Recife for the celebration "For a place in 
the sun," which will mark the end of his campaign this year. Democratic 
Alliance is announcing the presence of no fewer than 500,000 persons at Boa 
Viagem Beach where there will be a show throughout the day with scores of 
performers. 


Constituent Assembly Wanted Now 
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Dec 84 p 17 
[Text] It was in a broadly majority manner--62.2 percent of responses~--that 
the voters who support a constituent assembly, questioned by FOLHA in six 


Brazilian capitals, expressed themselves for the convocation of that assembly 
as soon as the new president of the republic is inaugurated next year. 











The strong expression of that desire is the logical result of two other ques- 
tions contained in the same poll this week. In the first of them, 58.6 per- 
cent of those polled answered affirmatively when asked whether the constitu- 
tion should be changed substantially, while in the second, 64.9 percent chose 
the election of a Constituent Assembly as an institutional form of modifica- 
tion. 


In other words, it is confirmed that the constitution in effect, granted in 
1969 and increased by amendments during the authoritarian period, no longer 
provides a framework within which the civilian society and the state are 
reconciled and the choice demonstrated by the poll is that this anomaly should 
not be allowed to endure any longer. 





The desire for an urgent convocation of a constituent assembly is also shown 
by a second alternative of the timetable. The hypothesis raised by the PMDB 
leader of Pernambuco, Marcos Freire, of electing the assembly between the 

end of 1985 and the beginning of 1986 was preferred by 10.5 percent of those — 
polled. Added to the 62.2 percent of those who advocate the convocation of 
the assembly immediately after the inauguration of the new president--and 
which FOLHA proposes today in an editorial on the front page--we have a total 
of 72.7 percent of those who favor the short-term electoral formula. 


The other alternatives on the schedule for the election of constituent legis- 
lators were also prepared on the basis of proposals frequently suggested 
among the political and party leaders. Thus, the Ada Folha Poll (a consti- 
tuent assembly together with the election of deputies, senators, governors 
and president of the republic in November 1986), is the same as that which 
Rio de Janeiro Governor Leonel Brizola, leader of the PDT [Democratic 
Workers' Party] has been advocating. This alternative obtained only 10.5 
percent of the votes--a significant fact is that only 1.7/7 percent of the 
voters of Rio, where the influence of Brizola would in theory be greater, 
voted for it. 


A greater surprise, however, is the minor acceptance of the timetable advo- 
cated by indirect Alliance candidate Tancredo Neves, to whom the written 
press, radio and television have given the greatest coverage and the chance 
to make greater explanations about his plans. Alternative B--a constituent 
assembly to be selected in November 1986 together with the elections already 
scheduled on the present calendar--has a support of exactly 11.1 percent of 
the voters. 


This means that the Brazilians do not consider the argument Tancredo has 
advanced, such as the impossibility of dissolving the present congress 

early or the choice of constituent legislators who would perform their 
functions at the same time as the present Federal senators and deputies in a 
sort of institutional anomaly, as being very important. 


It is as if to public opinion those and other questions are irrelevant in 


view cf the need to give the country a new constitution quickly, a constitu- 
tion to be written by a popular representation selected by direct vote. 


66 











Question 1: 
substantially? 
Capitals 
Sao Rio de Belo Hori- 
Paulo Janeiro zonte 
Answers 
Yes 57.6 58.3 66.5 
No 12.7 21.8 14.3 
Do not know 29.7 19.9 19.2 
Number of 
interviews (1000) (646) (400) 


Question 2: 
should it be done? 


Sao 

Paulo 
Answers 
Present Con- 
gress 
Senators and 
Deputies 16.8 
Election of 
Constituent 
Assembly 66.4 
Do not know 16.8 


Capitals 
Rio de Belo Hori- 
Janeiro zonte 
21.8 16.2 
61.8 74.1 
16.4 9.7 


67 


Sal- 
vador 


53.0 
20.0 


27.0 


(300) 


(For those who answered yes to Question 1) 


Sal- 


vador 


35.8 


58.5 


5.7 


Porto Curi- 
Alegre tiba 
70.7 49.3 
13.0 22.0 
16.3 28.7 
(300) (400) 


Porto Curi- 
Alegre tiba 
23.6 29.4 
65.1 59.9 
hAes 10.7 


In your opinion, should the Brazilian Constitution be changed 


Weighted 
Average 


58.6 
16.3 


25.1 


3046 


In your opinion, how 


Weighted 
Average 


20.4 











Question 3: (For those who answered "Constituent Assembly" to Question 2) 
When should the constituent assembly be convoked? 


Capitals 
Sao Rio de Belo Hori- Sal- Porto Curi- Weighted 
Paulo Janeiro zonte vador Alegre tiba Average 

Answers 

(A) 7.6 1.7 17.3 18.3 10.9 45.8 10.5 

(B) 3.4 26.2 8.6 6.4 6.5 14.4 11.1 

(C) 13.1 2.1 8.1 20.4 9.4 21.2 10.5 

(D) 73.3 58.4 64.5 40.9 68.1 14.4 62.2 
Do not 
Know 2.6 11.6 1.5 14.0 Dok 4.2 » Pe, 
Number 
polled (382) (233) (197) (93) (133) (118) 1161 


(A) Together with elections of deputies, senators, governors and president 
of the republic in November 1986. 


(B) Together with the election of deputies, senators and governors in 
November 1986. 


(C) Between the end of 1985 and the beginning of 1986. 





(D) Immediately after the inauguration of the future president of the 
republic. 
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Let us look at the details of the figures for each of the questions. In the 
first (Does the constitution need to be changed substantially?), as well as 
the second (changed by the present congress or by an elected constituent 
assembly?), there is a regional homogeneousness of answers. The proportion 
of those who believe a new constitution or a radical change in the charter 
now in effect is needed, is systematically larger than those who show satis- 
faction with the 1969 Constitution. 


The same thing happens among the different capitals with the second question, 
in which the theory of a constituent assembly is submitted to those polled. 
Strangely, the highest percentage of those who reject the constituent author- 
ity of the present Congress was recorded in Belo Horizonte (74.1 points), 
capital of the state of which Tancredo was governor. 


In the last of the three questions is where the greatest discrepancies lie. 
The idea of Governor Leonel Brizola--a constituent assembly in 1986 together 
with the election of a new president of the republic, presupposing that the 
successor to President Figueiredo would serve a provisional term of 2 years-- 
won a majority in Curitiba (45.8 percent of the preferences). The idea of 
Tancredo (a constituent assembly in 1986 with the other elections with the 
exception of a presidential election) was preferred by only 8.1 percent of 
those interviewed in Belo Horizonte. 


Regardless of how much the poll is subject to distortions, since the third 
question was asked of 1,161 voters, compared to 3,046 who responded to 

the first, it is also interesting to note that the subject of the constitu- 
ent assembly is above all else a stimulating question. This is shown by the 
ratio of voters who because of indecision preferred not to give an answer. 
They are in a declining order: 14 percent in Salvador, 11.6 in Rio, 5.1 in 
Porto Alegre, 4.2 in Curitiba, 2.1 in Sao Paulo and 1.5 in Belo Horizonte. 
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JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


BRAZIL 


NEVES RECEIVED PMDB'S PLATFORM ENTITLED ‘NEW REPUBLIC’ 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 9 Jan 85 p 5 
[Article by Murilo Murcal: "PMDB Proposes Agrarian Reform"] 


[Text] The document "New Republic," prepared by a group of PMDE [Brazilian 
Democratic Movement Party] deputies, who describe themselves as "legislative 
advisors" of Tancredo Neves, with the help of several specialists and in- 
stitutions became, because of a lack of compatibility among the proposals 

of the various groups, a collection of contradictions, prominent among 
which are the intention of increasing the quality of participation by poli- 
ticians in the leadership of the country after 15 March and generalized 
criticisms of the present and past administrations with the single exception 
of praise for present Brazilian diplomatic activity. 


In the 94 pages--reduced from the 600 original pages--of the various groups 
created for the formulation of the proposals by the party to the future 
president, there are recommendations with respect to increasing state company 
expenditures for the promotion of development and, at the same time, a 
significant cut in the budget for those companies. While at the beginning 

of the New Republic a private enterprise economy is advocated, in the 
specific item on state companies there is an incentive for their maintenance. 
In practically all parts of the document there are suggestions with respect 
to making a profound tax reform. However, each of those parts gives its own 
formula, almost always incompatible in itself. 


The document proposes the rationalization and simplification of the makeup of 
public services and at the same time it suggests the creation of an infinity 
of new agencies and ministries; it proposes decentralization and at the 

sane time the imposition of sole guidelines by the federal government on a 
series of points; it suggests incentives to agricultural-livestock production, 
including with extensive subsidized credit, but advocates rigid price con- 
trols on basic products. 


"New Republic" dedicates its first chapter to agriculture under the coordi- 
nation of Deputy Oswaldo Lima Filho, former minister of agriculture in the 
administration of Joao Goulart. -It recommends the "reestablishment" of the 
social function of agriculture of guaranteeing food to the population and it 
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criticizes the concentration of subsidies to exporting agriculture and to 
energy, which is incompatible, it emphasizes, with a country "in which 70 
percent of the population consumes less food than the minimum requirements." 


The highest priority of agriculture, according to the document, must be the 
domestic market, with support for the small producers and the necessary re- 
covery of the purchasing power of the population so that it may consume more 
food. The sector must also have “all the encouragements in rural credit 
subsidies, the efficient establishment of minimum prices in production cen- 
ters and expansion of rural research and extension." The "defects" of the 
middleman system must be corrected and storage means must be expanded, with 
the stipulation of a long-term system of financing for the construction of 
silos on the farms and a maximum incentive for the system of cooperatives. 


The document emphasizes the accomplishment of an agrarian reform through the 
application of the Land Statute, formula which is contradicted in the chapter 
on regional development where there is a recommendation for a broad reforn- 
ulation of existing agrarian legislation. The manufacture, sale and applica- 
tion of agricultural poisons, according to the document, must be better 
regulated to protect farmers and consumers and the National Alcohol Program 
[PNA] must be reformulated. With specific relation to the PNA, the PMDB 
deputies propose that it allow a land redistribution, separating the indus- 
trial activity from the agricultural activity "which must be a private enter- 
prise of cooperatives and farmers." They also propose conservation programs 
for soils and natural resources. Irrigation, under the coordination of the 
Ministry of Culture, also received priority treatment with emphasis on the 
fact that the government must expropriate areas to be irrigated and use them 
for projects for settling farmers in areas no bigger than the average rural 
parcel. 


Public Service 


The great PMDB suggestion for treatment of the public service sector is the 
creation of an Administration Ministry to replace the present DASP [Adminis- 
trative Department of Public Service], with the establishment of a 13th 
monthly wage for public servants, half-yearly adjustments, recomputation of 
wages proportional to the real growth of tax collections and the unionization 
of public employees. Also suggested is the creation of a permanent auditing 
body belonging to the Presidency of the Republic to oversee the officials, 
and a task force in each ministry to reduce expenditures and administer the 
efficiency of the employees, who may only be hired on the basis of a public 
competition. Finally, it recommends that all employees now occupying posi- 
tions of trust should give up their jobs and remuneration so as to facilitate 
the actions of the next government. 


The section "Deconcentration and Debeaurocratization" devotes greater space 
to tax reform and criticizes the present distribution (60.2 percent for the 
federal government, 32.6 percent for the state government and 7.2 percent for 
the municipal government). Taxes on capital gains and property are also 
recommended. Thus, there is greater strictness in taxation and new ideas on 

















redistribution, consolidation of similar taxes and the creation of a series 
of "national taxes," which are less of a burden on wages. In order to put 
the proposals into practice, it would be necessary to completely reformulate 
the machinery of the treasury. 


Suggestions are presented on regional development of the Amazon Region, 
the Center-West and the Northeast, with the creation of a special secretariat 
in the Presidency of the Republic to coordinate the agencies of the sector. 


The part on foreign relations, which was coordinated by Renato Archer, points 
to the importance of a North-South dialogue and to the need for increased 
partcipation by Itamaraty in the trade area, with the subordination of other 
government agencies such as the IBC [Brazilian Coffee Institute], CEPLAC 
[Executive Commission for the Cocoa Production Plan], INTERBRAS [Petrobras 
International Trade, Inc] and others to its instructions. An effective 
political action by Brazil in favor of democracy in the Southern Cone is 
suggested, as well as opposition to political-military and economic inter- 
ference by large powers in underdeveloped countries. The PMDB acknowledges 
"the administrative and negotiating competence of Brazilian diplomacy in 
recent years," in which "the Ministry of Foreign Relations maintained e most 
sensible line of conduct, but nevertheless bitterly opposed undue inter- 
ference by sectors of public administration in foreign trade." Itamaraty 
must also be the great renegotiator of the Brazilian foreign debt with the 
creation of a "high-level mission" headed by an ambassador plenipotentiary 
especially appointed to handle the subject. 


Many are the references with respect to the problem of wages, employment, and 
housing, with unanimous and emphatic encouragement given to that industrial 
sector. The document also suggests the creation of unemployment insurance, 
unemployment pay, and the real reestablishment of the people's purchasing 
power with broad participation by the workers in the orientation of official 
policies. 
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BRAZIL 





NEVES RECEIVES DOCUMENT CONTAINING LABOR UNION DEMANDS 


Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Jan 85 p 4 


[Text] In a speech to nearly 600 union leaders of the entire country, the 
candidate of the Democratic Alliance [AD], Tancredo Neves, announced yester- 
day in Belo Horizonte that Brazil is preparing for “a new era, a new age; 

we are preparing for a new republic." According to him, "The keystone of 

that republic must be a sovereign constitution in which each citizen, choosing 
his president with his direct vote may appear on this historic scene to 
reaffirm, in the fullness of his constitutional prerogatives, his rights 

and his demands." 


Greatly applauded by the unionists, Tancredo Neves said that the constituent 
assembly "must give us a constitution in which democratic rights and freed- 
oms are engraved in fire and blood so that they will never disappear, not 
only from our legislation, but particularly and mainly from the hearts and 
feelings of our people." 


According to the AD candidate "Only a democratic constitution which insures 
the full extent of the rights and freedom of the people, only a constitution 
prepared with that spirit can assure the tranquility of all the citizens, 
the economic welfare of our society and growth in all aspects cf our polit- 
ical, cultural and social emancipation." 


For Tancredo Neves the constituent assembly "is of the greatest importance 
because it is going to establish some fundamental principals in the social 
area; it is going to make a choice between union unity and plurality." 
Receiving enthusiastic applause from the audience, he declared: 'By the 
document I have just received from you, I[ see that the option of the 
Brazilian worker is for union unity, because only through unity can social 
movements find their vigor, their strength and support." Only thus can we 
have unions that will never be exposed to the humiliation of witnessing 
intervention in their internal affairs or see their leaders dismissed and 
tried and, above all, their union charter revoked only because the workers 
fought for their rights. Only in that way will we have what we call full 
union autonomy.” 














Referring to the new times announced, Tancredo Neves recalled the periods of 
the governments of the 1964 Revolution as being "20 years of suffering, 20 
years of mutilations, 20 years of confiscation and 20 years in which this 
nation has been submerged in the utmost sadness." 


"Now," continued the AD candidate, "we are living a historic time after 20 
years of repression, of the confiscation of democratic rights and freedoms. 
We have already seen the rising sun of a new dawn that is going to mark the 
full redemocratization of our country.” 


Responding to the demands contained in the document delivered to him by the 
unionists, Tancredo Neves advocated a greater participation by the workers 
in the destinies of the country through their inclusion in the management of 
the Service Time Surety Fund [FGTS], the BNH [National Housing Bank] Social 
Welfare, PIS/PASEP [Social Integration Program/Civil Service Welfare Fund] 
and in the management of state companies. He also advocated the accomplish- 
ment of an agrarian reform that is not limited to the distribution of land 
to the destitute, but will also insure they receive technical and credit 
assistance and assured markets. 


The past 20 years, according to him "are now going to be redeemed and let the 
lessons of this period be transmitted to the generations that are here now 
and to the future generations, so that they can become aware that a nation 

is only fit to live when it knows how to defend its rights and knows how to 
defend its freedom.” 


The principal demands made by the workers are the following: 


Participation in the commission created for preparing the program of the 
first 100 days of government; a 40-hour work week; guarantee of employment; 
that the BNH assume its basic social function of insuring the right to 
housing to all Brazilians; that the workers have a participation in the ad- 
ministration and supervision of Social Welfare, BNH, FGTS, PIS-PASEP and 
other social funds, as well as of the state companies, that absolute priority 
be given to an emergency program of employment and feeding of the people; 
reduction of the rate of interest to contain inflation; containment of 
prices, increased minimum wage according to the calculations of the DIEESE 
[Interunion Department of Statistics and Socioeconomic Studies]; quarterly 
readjustments; pensions for the retired equal to the wages of active duty 
workers; unemployment wages; free public education for all; uniformity of 
the welfare system to insure better care and benefits for the workers; broad 
amnesty for workers fired because of strikes with return to their jobs; 

that the appointment of a new minister of labor be approved by the working 
class; that the right to unionize be guaranteed to public servants; a 
constituent assembly in 1986 with reforms in electoral legislation, Press 
Law and National Security Law; tax and financial reform that will eliminate 
speculation and the routing of resources to unproductive activities; 
effective actions in the elimination of violence in the rural area; return 
of the links of the INCRA [National Institute of Land Reform and Settlement] 
with the Presidency of the Republic; adoption of a democratic policy on 
communications, insuring the right of all sectors of society to be informed; 
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freedom of organization and speech for all political sectors of the 
Brazilian society; unilateral moratorium [presumably of the foreign debt]; 
investments by the larger state companies in sectors capable of creating 
new jobs; agricultural policy aimed at caring for the small producers and 
at supplying the domestic market; immediate application of the Land Statute. 


Meeting with Lula 


Tancredo Neves also revealed yesterday that he will have a meeting with the 
president of the PT [Workers Party], Luis Ignacio Lula da Silva, after the 
election on the 15th. "I am going to have an extensive conversation with 
Lula to find out what the points of resistance and tensions are; what are 
the most inflexible points, so that I can really inform myself and so I can 
seek a formula that will serve the interests of all sectors of the social 
pact." 


Despite that willingness, Tancredo was puzzled by a statement issued by the 


regional mining .aion of the Sole Central Organization of Workers [CUT] which 
was against his idea: "There is no specific proposal, there is no scheduling 


of the pact. To be against an idea, to be against a pact which is only a 
theory, really shows a willingness to be contrary," he said. 
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JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


BRAZIL 


FIGUEIREDO NOTES ADVANCES IN AGRICULTURE; CONFLICTING DATA 
Sao Paulo O ESTDAO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 8 Dec 84 p 2 


/Text/ Brasilia--Brazilian food production has increased more than the popula- 
tion in the last 20 years. That is the balance sheet presented by President 
Figueiredo yesterday over a national radio and television network on the 
accomplishments of his government in the area of agriculture. 


Grain production--soybean, corn, beans, wheat and rice--which was 19 million 

tons in 1964, increased to over 50 million tons in 1984. The cattle herd of 

84 million head in 1964 increased to over 123 million today, according to the 
figures presented by the president of the republic. 


According to Figueiredo's balance sheet, agricultural exports increased at an 
average rate of over 10 percent per year, jumping from $1.3 million to more than 
$10 billion, without counting the exports of manufactured and semi-manufactured 
products that use agricultural raw materials. 


In his speech, Figueiredo stressed the priority which his government had given 
agriculture, citing as accomplishments of his decision: the Land Statute, the 
National Rural Credit System, and the policy of guaranteed minimum prices for 
essential food products, the policy of foreign exchange mini-devaluations, the 
Brazilian Agriculture-Livestock Research Enterprise /EMBRAPA/-Brazilian Rural 
Extension and Technical Assistance Enterprise /EMBRATER/ System, and the 
Apportioned Insurance Program to reduce the risk in rural activity, the 
Agriculture-Livestock Activity Support Program /PROAGRO/. 





In the same style as previous programs, acting as narrator for images projected 
on television, Figueiredo declared that he had maintained the priority for 
agriculture that he had undertaken, “even in the most difficult moments of the 
financial crisis."" And he added: "Priority is just that: when things go 
well, the priority sector receives more funds and more attention than the 
others. When there is a crisis, the priority sector suffers less cuts and 
restrictions than the others.” 


Subsidies Withdrawn 


President Figueiredo referred particularly to the withdrawal of the government 
subsidies for agriculture, describing them as a distortion that reached 
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excessive levels. ''The subsidy only benefited those who secured a loan" (about 
25 percent of the total number of producers). Figueiredo considered that, on 
the other hand, the policy of price incentives benefit all the producers, rich 
Or poor, big or small. So much so that, in his view, minimum prices increased 
on the average more than inflation. 


Finally, he declared that agricuiture was the sector that grew the most in the 
1979-1984 period. He said that the annual production of grains increased more 
than 10 million tons. Agricultural exports were expanded; the Alcohol Production 
Program /PROALCOOL/ replaced oil imports. Figueiredo believes that as a result, 
"the living conditions of the man on the farm became better. We did alot but 

it is necessary to do much more." 


Official Figures Contradict Speech 


Despite the fact that the president declared the Brazilian production of soy- 
bean, corn, beans, wheat and rice exceeded 50 million tons this year, the 
official figures revealed by the Ministry of Agriculture through the Production 
Financing Company /CFP/ show that those products barely reached 45 million tons. 


The most recent publication in that connection, the CFP's "Agricultural Novem- 
ber," indicates that this year's sovbean crop was 15.3 million tons; wetland 

beans 1.05 million tons and dryland beans, 1.5 million tons; and rice, approxi- 
mately 1.8 million tons. At the same time, the government, which holds the 
monopoly on the purchase of the product, suspended purchases in Rio Grande do 

Sul when the meager 88 billion cruzeiros allotted for that purpose ran out 

when, according to Agriculture Minister Nestor Jost himself, 250 billion cruzeiros 
would be necessary. 


The statistics of the government itself also refute the president when he 
declares that the food supply has increased: in the last 8 years, the food 
supply has declined on the average 1.9 percent per year with only the export 
and energy-use crops having shown a real increase. 


The president declared: "Urban life has changed consumption habits. The city 
man wants to consume more meat, vegetables, fruits and vegetable oils. And he 
has not dispensed with the traditional food products such as beans, rice and 
cassava. The change of consumption habits and the energy crisis placed heavy 
responsibilities on agriculture." 


{n reality, that change of habits represented a reduction of consumption of 

meats in 10 years, from 24 kilos per capita to 14 kilos per capita per year. 

With regard to fruits, Edy de Araujo, the chief of EMBRAPA's National Research 
Center for Temperate Climate Fruit Trees in Pelotas declared: "What was formerly 
a consumer product for the common people ended up becoming inaccessible to them.' 


The only actual consumption increase occurred with greens, brought about mainly 
by the reintroduction of the custom of backyard gardens as a cheaper food alter- 
native. The annual per capita consumption of beans dropped from 27.16 kilos in 
1967 to 16.21 kilos last year and increased again to 20.56 kilos per year in 1984. 


8711 
CSO: 3342/63 


77 














BRIEFS 


MILITARY ATTACHE EXCHANGE WITH PRC--Brasilia--The Brazilian ambassador to China, 
Italo Zappa, and the Chinese vice minister of foreign affairs, Zhu Aizen, signed 
a document in Beijing yesterday formalizing the creation of the posts of military 
attaches in the respective embassies. That information was released yesterday 

by the Foreign Ministry in Brasilia, where the measure is regarded as the first 
step to future miiitary cooperation between the two countries. Diplomatic 
observers regard the measure as the product of the Figueiredo government's 
liberalization policy, especially if one takes into account the restrictions 

the military place on the large socialist countries: of the socialist bloc 
countries, Brazil maintains military attaches only in Yugoslavia. Also according 
to diplomatic sources, the agreement between the two countries was facilitated 
after the visit of the minister-chief of the Armed Forces General Staff, 
Brigadier Waldir de Vasconcelos, to China to familiarize himself with that 
country's aerospace facilites. /Text/ /Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in 
Portuguese 8 Dec 84 p 2/ 8711 


PCB HEAD ON LEVCALIZATION--Rio--The leader of the proscribed Brazilian Communist 
Party, former Devuty Hercules Correa, said in Rio yesterday that he has hopes 
that the party will gain legalization and that the communists will be able to 
run under their om party label in the 1986 elections to select the new con- 
stituent assemblyien. "We have hopes of gaining our legalization because 
the convening of a free and sovereign constituent assembly is set in the 
Brazilian political process and that presupposes a party reform already next 
year." According to Hercules Correa, the future National Constituent Assembly 
will only be "free and sovereign if the opportunity is created for all lines 
of thinking to prepare to contend for the seats in that assembly."' Hercules 
Correa also does not believe that the position announced by Tancredo Neves-- 
that the legalization of the Communist Party would be the responsibility of 
congress or the constituent assembly itself--will end up preventing their 
participation in their own party in the next election. "I believe that that 
position:-of President Tancredo Neves is only a personal position of his own, 
but we consider what runs through the fiber of Brazilian society, which is a 
very great desire for freedom and change.'' He also does not believe the 
legalization of the Communist Party may be opposed by the armed forces or that 
it is a topic that still shocks the military: 'Just as at the beginning of his 
term President Figueiredo said that there would not be any amnesty but only 
revisions of the process, and amnesty did come, what future President Tancredo 
Neves says is perfectly understandable at a takeoff time. But I believe also 


78 














Caat the political process of Brazilian society is going to determine that we 
viil be able to contend under our own party label for the National Constituent _ 


\ssembiy." /Text/ /Sao Paulo OESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 8 Dec 84 p 2/ 


NSS ARCLIIC BASE UNCOVERED--In the longest mission since the first trip to the 
\ntaretic, the crew of the Brazilian ship "Barao de Teffe" is continuing the 
‘-. of restoring the "Commander Ferraz" base established at the time of the 
t visit to the continent. The Brazilians found the modulés covered with 
row and are facing an even more intense cold because, unlike the two previous 
peiditons, they arrived in the Antarctic region before summer and are thus 
inaging to diversify their experiences. They should receive a new group of 
ntists in January, including meteorologist Rubens Junqueira Villela of the 


stado Agency and the Unviersity of Sao Paulo (his fourth trip to the Antarctic). 
Sao Paulo rower Amyr Klink, who crossed the Atlantic Ocean in a small boat, 
vas invited by the navy to be a member of the '"Barao de Teffe'' crew in the 1985 
expedition. He is going to observe the conditions in order to return to the 


4 a|Y + 
Ant AL & 


tic in 1986 in a steel_sailboat. /Text/ /Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 1l Dec 84 p 12/ 8711 


ASSEMBLY--The first Brazilian prototype of the AMX subsonic fighter plane-- 
‘no iLtelian-Brazilian project--began to be assembled in Sao Jose dos Campos. It 
is the fourth prototype to be built and should be ready for official presenta- 
tion at the end of the first half of 1985. The Italian-Brazilian program for 
the development of the tactical fighter calls for six prototypes--four in Italy 


sid two in Brazil--wnich will undergo all the certification tests. The plane 
suld go into industrial-scale production in 1986 and begin to be incorporated 
in the air forces of the two countries the following year. The air forces of 


razil and Italy should absorb approximately 250 units. /Text/ /Sao Paulo 
ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese li Dec 84 p 7/ 8711 


\LOBLUM EXPLOLTATLION--Sao Paulo--The Mineral Resources Research Company /CPRM/ 
is already negotiating the participation of private enterprise in the exploita- 
tion of the largest niobium deposit in the world, located in the Upper Rio 

ro region in Aamzonas, according to its director of operations, Mario Jorge 
‘osta. After investigating the area for 4 years, the CPRM identified large 
reserves of niobium, a strategic mineral used in the manufacture of special 
iLloys. Withou revealing details of the negotiations, Costa revealed that 
exploitation of the deposit may be carried out by one company or a pool of 
isscciated companies. He added that the project for mining and beneficiating _ 
t niobium from the deposit will require investments of $200 million. /Text/ 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 6 Dec 84 p 32/ 8711 


RENPAC I[NAUGURATED--Small and medium-sized companies will be able to use 
computers to receive and transmit information at accessible prices. Yester- 
lay, the Brazilian Telecommunications Company (EMBRATEL) inaugurated a new 
commercial service: The National Packet~Exchange Data Communication Net- 
work (RENPAC), which permits the simultaneous access of several customers 
spread out all over the country. EMBRATEL invested $18 million (468 billion 
cruzeiros) in launching RENPAC, $8 million (20 billion cruzeiros) of which 
on equipment imported from the French SESA Company and $10 million (26 
billion cruzeiros) on national equipment. According to the president of 
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EMBRATEL, Helvecio Gilson, the purchase of the French material was condi= 
tioned on the transfer of packet technology to the Brazilian Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TELEBRAS) Research and Development Center (CPOD) in 
Campinas. This means that the expansion of the network in 1985 will be 
able to be accomplished with completely national equipment. Access to 
RENPAC's services can be gained through intelligent terminals with direct 
lines via telephone line or by telex. The network has a capacity of 1,774 
dedicated accesses, 546 by telephone and 174 by telex. Helvecio Gilson 
expects that service to serve 7,500 customers by 1987. Any computer user 
who needs exclusive use of the RENPAC line will pay 4,93 [as published] 
cruzeiros per minute used. Access by telephone network will cost 148,40 
cruzeiros and the rate by telex is 129.85 cruzeiros. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 
O GLOBO in Portuguese 7 Nov 84 p 22] 8711 


GOLD PRODUCTION FORECAST--By 1990 Brazil should be producing 400 tons of gold 
per year, it was declared yesterday in Campinas by Minister of Mines and 
Energy Cesar Cals. The minister was at UNICAMP [Campinas State University] 
to take part in a debate on "Mineral Policy and Democracy" sponsored by the 
Institute of Geosciences. Cals made a summary of the energy and mining policy 
of the government, mentioning some goals which must be reached by the end of 
the decade. He declared that gold production increased from 4.3 tons ann- 
ually in 1979 to 50 tons in 1983. This year Brazil will produce 70 tons. 
According to Cesar Cals, Brazil will attain self-sufficiency in copper in 
1988 because of the Carajas deposit of 1.5 billion tons of the ore found in 
association with the gold. Cals also said that this year the country re- 
mained below the limit of $6 billion in petroleum imports, buying a daily 
average of 400,000 barrels for domestic consumption. Next year the country 
will import fewer than 300,000 barrels per day, making a total expenditure of 
$3.5 billion. [Text] [Saco Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Dec 

84 p 28] 8908 


CSO: 3342/69 


80 




















JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


CHILE 


POPULATION MOVEMENT RESULTS IN NEW SANTIAGO MUNICIPALITIES 
Santiago HOY in Spanish 17 Dec 84 p 25 


[Text] The formation of six new municipalities and the imminent 
creation of a seventh could lead to calm in the capital city's low- 
income districts. This is the hope of the intendant of the Metropolitan 
Region, Brig Gen Roberto Guillard. 


The townships of Lo Prado and Cerro Navia have just been set up as 
offshoots of Pudahuel. Macul and Penalolel had previously been created 
out of Nunoa, and Pintana and San Ramon from La Granja. The Estacion 
Central Municipality will also be officially established this Monday 
the 17th. 


The mayor feels that this represents a "new dawn" and a “peacemaking 


effort." Guillard indicated that we cannot ignore "the sinister 
fact that it is in municipalities like these that the vile, destructive 
terrori of Marxist extremism makes itself most violently felt.” 


There were other reasons for creating the new municipalities, however, 
besides the fact that the new peacekeeping borders will check “our 
age-old enemies, the Red hordes," as the mayor called them. For 
example, the population of Pudahuel, which covers a bit more than 


200 square kilometers, had risen to 400,000. 


It used to be "nothing but countryside, all vineyards, the vacation 
spot for the working class." It underwent a dramatic change in appear- 
ance, eventually becoming what one resident described as "an immensely 
poor, desolate and even sad" area. In 1975, ther Mayor Editta Ramelli 
decided to change its name to Pudahuel from Barrancas, which sounded 
too much like "desbarrancarse" [to fall into ruin}. 


Squatter Camps 


Continuous urban and rural migration to that municipality gave rise 
to squatter camps in which some 10,000 families and about as many 

of their relatives were living by late last year. Local firms began 
going under one after the other, victims of the economic crisis. 











Unemployment and, inevitably, crime thus compounded the high rates 
of alcoholism and drug addiction in the area. 


Consequently, in a bid "to get organized so that we can prevent these 
vandals from destroying local property,"’ as Gen Augusto Pinochet 

said, the municipality gave rise to the offshoots of Lo Prado (11 square 
kilometers and 119,850 inhabitants) and Cerro Navia (6.6 square kilometers 
and 155,000 residents). Pudahuel was left with 196 square kilometers 

and 111,000 inhabitants. 


The international airport, which generates a great deal of revenue 
(the boarding tax), is still in Pudahuel. 


Dante Pesce Pizzorno, an agronomist and former INDAP [Agriculture 

and Livestock Development Institute] official, has taken over as mayor 
of Lo Prado. His main task will be to improve conditions in the 

camps there. "Lo Prado is a small municipality in area, and thus 

it will not be hard to approach residents to get to know and resolve 
their problems," he said. To this end he has a budget of 158 million 
pesos. 


Hugo Larraguibel Mordojovic, the brand-new mayor of Cerro Navia and 
former head of the Cartagena town council, does not like to work 
behind a desk. He indicated that he would do his job in the field. 
"I want to get to know the residents of this community in their own 
neighborhoods," he said. His first task, he asserted, would be to 
plant trees along local streets and to promote housing construction. 
He has a 199-million peso budget to make good his ideas. 


~ The authorities have indicated that with the new subdivisions the 








residents of Santiago will feel physically closer to their mayors. 
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ECONOMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 1985 PRIORITIES SET 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 4 Jan 85 p C-3 


[Excerpt] Analysis of a program called "In search of the future Chile" whose 
objective is to improve the quality of life of all Chileans and encourage na- 
tional development is the priority task for the CES [Economic and Social Coun- 
cil] this year. 


That initiative led by the president of the CES, Minister of Interior Sergic 
Onofre Jarpa, will coincide with the response to all the questions that tne 
president of the republic considers pertinent for that advisory organization. 


The committee coordinator of the CES, Benjamin Matte, stressed this to EL MER- 
CURIO when evaluating the activities of that organization since it began oper- 
ations last May. 


He revealed that the program drawn up for this new year contains several] 
points. One essential aspect is the development of "everything that means 
improvement in the quality of life of the Chilean people" like nutrition, 
education, health, housing, environment and social and economic stability. 


It also includes the defense and spread of Chilean culture and traditions as 
well as the exploitation of natural resources of the earth and sea, forestry 
and mining resources, livestock, irrigation programs, export and agroindus- 
trial development and the creation of permanent jobs in the regions and inte- 
gral regional development. This will stop and reverse migration to large ci- 
ties. There is also the need to design a program for irrigation and develop- 
ment of the rural sector. 


The initiative that will be studied by the CES also includes encouragement of 

the teaching and application of science and technology and the creation of de- 
velopment centers in the regions to favor administrative decentralization and 

modernization in search of the internal integration of the country. 


According to the guidelines announced, this program will try tc create a new 
awareness, especially among the youth, to discover their own future in the re- 
gions, their natural wealth and their cultural values. 
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BRIEFS 


PROMOTIONS TO REAR ADMIRAL--The commander in chief of the Navy, Adm Jose Tori- 
bio Merino, presided over the ceremony yesterday promoting five new rear ad- 
mirals. The ceremony was held in the Navy Department of the Ministry of De- 
fense and attended by defense officials. Those promoted to rear admiral were: 
Capt Humberto Llanos Morales, current director of armaments of the Navy; Capt 
Mario Ibarra Valenzuela, Navy comptroller; Capt Rolando Vergara Gonzalez, as- 
Sistant chief of staff of the Navy; Capt Jorge Martinez Busch, director of in- 
struction; and Capt Herbert Wilhem Berelman, health director of the Navy. 
[Excerpt] [Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 3 Jan 85 p 5] 7717 


LABOR DIRECTOR APPOINTED--Commercial engineer Victoria Vasquez de Valdes was 
appointed labor director yesterday, the first woman to hold this important 
public position. This information was provided by the minister of labor and 


social welfare, Alfonso Marquez de la Plata. He explained that the former 
labor director, Enrique Uribe, voluntarily resigned. Victoria Vasquez was as- 
Sistant labor director and earlier nad been the chief attorney of the Ministry 
of Labor and Social Welfare. Attorney Alfonso Canales Undurraga was named as- 
Sistant labor director. Until yesterday he was cabinet chief of the Subsecre- 
tariat of Labor and earlier was a member of the Legal Department of that of- 
fice. [Excerpt] [Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 3 Jan 85 p 6] 7717 


NONTRADITIONAL EXPORTERS FORM ASSOCIATION--The newly formed ASEXMA, A.G. [As- 
sociation of Exporters of Nontraditional Manufactured Products] headed by Gus- 
tavo Ramdohr Vargas will export $30 million in 1985. The main objective of 
the group is to combine efforts to overcome the difficulties inherent to for- 
eign trade and promote exports of manufactured products. This information was 
provided by: Gustavo Ramdohr; Oscar Libano, executive secretary of the For- 
eign Investment Committee; and Uri Wainer, adviser to the minister of finance, 
representing the public sector. The private sector was represented by: Fer- 
nando Aguero and Pedro Lizana from SOFOFA [Industrial Development Association]; 
Angel Fantuzzi, president of ASIMET [Association of Metallurgical Manufactur- 
ers]; Max Gazzella, president of CONUPIA [Sole National Confederation of Small 
Industries and Crafts]; and other people from different business groups. [Ex- 
cerpt] [Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 4 Jan 85 p 7] 7717 











EXILES ISSUE APPEAI--Chilean exiles in Paris have appealed to the internati 
community in an effort to save their countryman, (Sergio Ruiz Lasso), who was 
detained in Santiago in late December while trying to retum to his country. 
According to eyewitnesses (Ruiz Lasso) was detained by policemen in Santiazso 
the Chilean capital. General Augusto Pinochet's regime refuses to admit 

that (Ruiz Lasso), a former union leader in the (Cimar) Textile Company, dur- 
ing Salvador Allende's constitutional government has been detained. Text | 
[Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 17 Jan 85 PA] 


NEW GOVERNMENT JUNTA SECRETARY-—Army Colonel Nelson Robledo Romero has assumed 
his duties as new government junta secretary, replacing Brigadier Genera! 

Hugo Bravo Contreras who has been assigned to the National Defense Staff. 
[Summary] [Santiago Domestic Service in Spanish 1630 GMT 15 Jan 85 PY] 
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COLOMBIA 


GOVERNMENT REACTS TO U.S. RECOMMENDATION TO TOURISTS 
PA171450 Bogota Emisoras Caracol Network in Spanish 1215 GMT 17 Jan 85 


[Text] Bogota--The flow of tourism from the United States and other Latin 
American countries to Colombia dropped immediately after the U.S. State Depart- 
ment issued a report declaring most of Colombia's territory a dangerous area. 


The Foreign Affairs Ministry reacted with disgust to the attitude cf the 
U.S. authorities and Foreign Minister Augusto Ramirez Ocampo phoned the 
U.S. Embassy in Bogota to express to the embassy's charge d'affairs the 
government's surprise over the unfair report about Colombia. 


Travel agencies reported that several tours from the United States were canceled 
following the State Department's report, which instructs U.S. citizens wishing 

to visit Colombia to take precautions. Minister Ramirez Ocampo said that Colombia 
is not as prone to violence as U.S. citizens believe and that the crime rate has 
dropped sharply in the country's main cities and places visited by tourists. 


A very large number of U.S. citizens are living here and enjoying the peace 
that, fortunately, prevails in our country, he said, adding that, therefore, 
Colombia feels that any precaution like the one announced by the U.S. State 
Department is absolutely unwarranted. 
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COLOMBIA 


LAW ON POSSESSION OF WEAPONS TO BE ENFORCED '‘'STRICTLY' 
PA181754 Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 15 Jan 85 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Eduardo Carrillo] 


[Excerpt] President Belisario Betancur warned the subversive groups yesterday 
that the government will strictly enforce the law regarding the possession of 
weapons that are for the exclusive use of the Armed Forces, 


The chief of state made this statement in a brief talk with reporters at the 
end of a solemn ceremony in which the troops honored the new Defense Minister 
General Miguel Vega Uribe at the Cadets’ Military Academy. 


Asked about recent remarks made by former President Carlos Lleruas Restrepo in 
his editorial entitled "Armed Peace" appearing in the latest issue of NUEVA 
FRONTERA, Betancur recalled that the Amesty Law, approved almost unanimously 
by the two chambers, did not establish that the guerrilla groups had to deliver 
their weapons. He added that the executive branch cannot go beyond that whicn 
was established by the legislative branch. 


However, he noted that this same law established 2 to 5 year prison terms for 
the illegal possession of weapons and stressed that that law will be enforced 
without fail. 


CSO: 3348/301 
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BANANA WORKERS REACT ANGRILY TO PROPOSED WAGE FREEZE 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 18 Dec 84 p 5 


[Text } 


ROSEAU, Mon., (Cana): 


A GOVERNMENT-APPOINTED commission has recommended a wage 
freeze in Dominica’s financially-strapped vital banana industry, bringing an 
retort from the workers’ main union. 


commission said it could not 
support a five per cent wage increase, 
as proposed by Dominica Banana Grow- 
ers. Association (DBGA), before 
negotiations on a new agreement broke 


that salaries for the period in question 
SS ed in mid- 
Efforts must continue to ensure 
9 survival of the industry, which 
accounts for about 70 per cent of the 
country’s hard earnings.’ 

But in a letter to commission's 
members, ied to Prime Minister 
Eugenia es and various Govern- 
ment Ministers, Dominica Amal- 
amated Workers’ Union (DAWU), said 

commission exceeded its j 
tion when i ignored the fact thet the 
question before it was not whether or 
not there should be an increase in pay, 
but whether five per ~ent was rea- 


CSO; 3298/285 








sonable. 

It warned that a wage freeze would 
er discontent among workers, and 
ta contented work force the 

pb ood was equally doomed. 
ine Growers’ Association has an out- 
debt, estimated at $16 mil 
lion. Industry officials say heavy winds 
million 


accept the commission’s ruling, be- 
cause it failed to decide peoperty 
question before, and therefore 
eee oe ee 
commission’s report said: “It 
is... y-& evident that the DBGA has a 
serious financial problem, and in order 
to function must continue to receive 
ts and technical assistance from 
ernment and donor agencies. — 


> capnt tee pt Semeai 
eh ote 
mi 
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ECUADOR 


OIL REVENUE SINCE 1970 ESTIMATED AT $24 BILLION 
Guayaquil VISTAZO in Spanish 21 Dec 84 pp 26-27 


[Article by Alejandro Carrion: "Questions in the Air but Not Full of 
Air" ] 


[Text] What were the total revenues from oil exports 
in the past 14 years, and what has been done with so 
much money? 


We do not know how much money oil has produced up to now. We would like 
to know. A more or less exact amount, deducting operational costs and, 
if you will, what has been stolen through smuggling. To put it more 
precisely: we would like to know the gross and net revenues. Maybe 
Polibio Cordova, who inquires into everything, will check this out for 
us. The country is curious about this, and not only curious: it has 
the right, the absolute right to know those figures. 


Why? What good would it do us to know those figures? 


Well...so we can then determine how that money was spent. Until oil 
appeared on the scene, we lived off the meager taxes we managed to collect 
from exports of which the banana, by a small margin, was number one on 

the list, followed by vegetable oils, coffee, cacao and at times some 
grains: corn, rice or barley. The fishing sector was not yet very important 
and we still did not have shrimp. But we were not importing food: food 
should be placed in the revenue-producing category. 


When oil made its appearance, we were told that all the country's problems 
would be resolved one after the other in an orderly manner. The first 
eastern well produced oil when Dr Otto Arosemena was president ard Galo 
Pico was his oil minister. During Velasco Ibarra's dictatorship, oil 

was already producing some revenue. But the truth of the matter is that 
revenues have to be counted since the dictatorship of "'Rombita," when 

a barrel of oil was enshrined in the Temple of Heroes. 


It seems that at present we owe $8 billion. This debt was contracted 


to accelerate the completion of major projects, without fear, since oil 
would permit us to pay it off easily. But let us understand one thing: 
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the debt was contracted to accelerate the major projects we were to 
implement in the oil sector. Therefore, the debt is part of this 


Same process, Thus, we must add the debt to the costs of oil 
production. 


Considering the fact that the debt is $8 billion, a rounded off figure, 

let us say, for the purpose of those questions in the air, let us 

suppose that oil has given us three times that amount, that is $24 billion, 
a logical multiple of the debt, inasmuch as when money is loaned to a 
person the lender always demands economic activity more or less equal 

to one-third of the amount requested: that is what is called adequate 
assets, 


With a view to the preparation of the litany of questions with which we 
will end this investigative report, let us now add $24 billion and $8 
billion, that is, oil has probably given us $32 billion, a figure my mind 
cannot conceive, as I have a horror of big numbers because my mind is 
that of a petit bourgeois. A figure which, as the poet put it: "The 
heart cannot endure." A great deal could have been done in the country 
with $32 billion. Those who had to work with that sum of money were the 
dictator popularly called "Bombita," the three "troika" dictators who 
were called "the triumvirate" and the constitutional presidents, Roldos 
and Hurtado. 


Now let us ask questions. 


With all that money...by any chance did they build a network of good roads 
to permit us to reach any corner of national territory and take our 
products to markets? No, such a network of roads was not built. 


Perhaps the railways were rebuilt? No, the railways were not rebuilt. 
Maybe a highway was built that follows the contours of the entire border, 
with airports for the crossing of the border from time to time? No, 

such a highway was not built. 


Was a network of airports constructed throughout the country, with a good 
fleet of airplanes to operate out of them? No, a network of airports 
was not built and no fleet of airplanes was created. 


Perhaps a stupendous network of ports was built on our coast? No, sir, 
no way. 


Was there, perhaps, in-depth development of agriculture? No, sir. On 
the contrary, the agricultural sector was ruined to the point that we 
have to import food. 


Maybe industry was developed to the point of achieving full production 
with Ecuadorean raw materials and permitting total replacement of 
imported goods? No, sir, nothing of the sort. On the contrary, we 
frequently import sugar; and industry, in general, is in a state of total 
deterioration. 














Perhaps the country was reforested to make exports of wood the number 
one item of foreign trade? Nothing of the sort, no, sir, nothing of 
the sort. 


Was the country explored thoroughly, and was gigantic mineral exploitation 
established? Nothing of the sort, no, sir, nothing of the sort. 


Perhaps first aid stations, medical dispensaries and hospitals were 
built throughout the country; and a permanent disease-prevention operation 
was created? No, sir, nothing of the sort. 


Was the feeding of Ecuadoreans organized in a rational and logical way 
to prevent malnutrition? Nothing of the sort, no, sir: this is one of 
the most poorly fed countries. 


Surely the endemic diseases which have racked the country were eradicated. 
Were they not? No, sir. On the contrary, endemic diseases, such as 
malaria and tuberculosis, which had been eradicated before oil came along, 
returned full force. 


Perhaps national education was emphasized; illiteracy was eradicated; 
and every Ecuadorean was given specific professional training to meet 
the country's needs? No, sir, nothing of the sort: the only thing done 
in the educational sector was done haphazardly. 


Maybe the Indian was incorporated into national life? No, sir, nothing 
of the sort. 


No doubt the cities fared magnificently, with stupendous pavements, 
canals, massive transportation services...? No, sir, nothing of the sort: 
the cities have never been in worse condition: the suburbs, which pre- 
viously were a fatal cancer in Guayaquil, have now extended to Ouito. 


Maybe a tourist plan was placed in operation allowing Ecuador to compete 
with Spain as the number one tourist attraction in the world? Come on, now! 


With regard to tourism, Ecuador is still in the Stone Age. 


Maybe the fine arts were favored? No, sir: they are still as they were: 
art and literature, are leisure pastimes... 


Well then, surely science was given a formidable thrust? For your 
information, science is a word whose meaning is unknown in this country. 


Perhaps we have the best telephone service in the world? No, sir, nothing 
of the sort. 


Then...maybe potable water, electric lights...? No, sir, nothing of the 
sort. 


Well then? 
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How was the oil and debt money spent? Adding them together, we have 
provisionally determined that $32 billion must have been poured into 


Ecuador since 1970, that is, a shower of money which has continued with- 
out letup for 14 years? 


Who can tell us what this money was spent on and how much of the money... 
converted into air...we must now pay back? Pay back? How can we under- 
stand that if the money was produced here; and how can we understand that 
we have to pay it back? 
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MEXICO 


PRI INTRAPARTY DISSENT SEEN IN LATEST STATE OF MEXICO UNREST 
Cars, Doorways Set Afire 


Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 28 Dec 84 p 34-A 


[Excerpt] Amecameca, Mexico, 27 December—Hundreds of members of the Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), upset with the results of the municipal 
president election in this town, set fire to police cars and the doors of the 
mayor's office (where at present there are four injured women). 


In Cocotitlan and Almoloya de Alquisiras, about 4,000 PRI supporters held a 
protest march from the Los Montes Comunales Auditorium to the municipal 

offices. The representatives of the low-income, peasant and worker sectors 
stated that they will prevent Mayor-elect Genaro Sanchez Ramos from taking 
office next Monday and will interrupt the swearing-in ceremony next Sunday. 


Cocotitlan Protesters Removed 


Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 31 Dec 84 pp 4-A, 28-A 


[Text] Cocotitlan, Mexico, 30 December—Some 3,000 residents who have been 
occupying municipal offices for 3 days were removed early this morning by 
police; two people were reported injured. Mayor Rogelio Galicia Torres took 
the oath of office amid booing by the public. 


Dozens of residents asserted that Galicia Torres was put in office by PRI even 
though it was known that this individual belonged to the National Action Party 
(PAN) and had a bad record as a citizen. 


Baldomero Guzman Gutierrez, Felipe Ramirez Millan and Antonio Palma, represen- 
tatives of the people, indicated that they will take their complaint to the 
highest authorities so that the mayor-elect, who is unpopular locally, will be 
removed from office. 


"No matter what happens, we will not abandon our fight; we have suffered from 
police repression merely because we demanded justice and respect for the will 
of the people," claimed the af.rementioned representatives of the peasant, 
low-income and worker sectors. 
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The municipal building that was occupied on 27 December by about 5,000 PRI 
Supporters is being guarded by armed agents in civilian dress and uniformed 
agents of the General Office of Public and Transit Security. 


The injured persons were treated in their own homes, so their identity was not 
made known, 


Amecameca PST Protesters Dispersed 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 31 Dec 84 p 28-A 
[Article by Angel Soriano] 


[Text] Amecameca, Mexico, 30 December—-Police this morning dispersed a crowd 
of 500 demonstrators who tried to take over the mayor's office, and amid heavy 
security measures Municipal President Genaro Sanchez Ramos, of the PRI, took 
the oath of office. 


The police action was coordinated by the director and assistant director of 
public security of that entity, Jesus Bunetello and Eustorgio Perez Becerril, 
respectively. The two officials led the Preventive Police, granaderos and 
judicial police agents who, heavily armed, repelled the dissident Socialist 
Workers Party (PST) members. A half-dozen people were injured. 


In this town of more than 40,000 inhabitants, the police have been guarding 
the city hall as a result of confrontations that have taken place in recent 
days over the dispute between the PRI and the PST regarding the mayor's office. 


Several people were injured, and some of them were hospitalized in Chalco and 
in this city. 


Perez Becerril stated that the excited demonstrators threw rocks and other 
objects at the mayor's office, which did not sustain significant damages. He 
reported that the municipal president was sworn in without major problems, but 
the city hall will remain under police guard until its security is assured. 


PRI Protest in Tenango 


Police also intervened in Tenango del Aire to ensure that Mayor Edmundo Rojas 
Soriano, of the Unified Socialist Party of Mexico (PSUM), could take the oath 


of office. His swearing-in ceremony was also marred by protests by PRI 
groups. 


Rojas Soriano won the election, despite protests by PRI members who challenged 
the vote. Tomorrow, in a formal ceremony to be attended by the national 
leaders oi the PSUM, the municipal president will take office. 


The political officials, backed up by police officers from neighboring towns 
and even the Federal Highway Police, indicated that there were also incidents 
in Cocotitlan and Ixtapaluca, where intervention was necessary to ensure that 
the mayors could be sworn in without problems. 














In Melchor Ocampo, the only municipality where the National Action Party (PAN) 
won the election, Mayor Demetrio Alfaro took the oath of office in the 
presence of state government officials and leaders of his party, lead by PN 
state leader Astolfo Vicencio Tovar. 


PAN Occupation in Chimalhuacan 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 2 Jan 85 p 10-A 
[Article by Luis Arturo Ramirez] 


[Text] Chimalhuacan, Mexico, 1 January—Members of the National Action Party 
(PAN) assaulted Mayor-elect Jose Corona Gonzalez and prevented him from taking 
office. 


Supporters of the blue and white party gathered in front of the city hall and 
when Corona Gonzalez came out, they stopped him and attacked him. They also 
damaged his automobile. 


Afterwards, the PAN members occupied the city hall. They have blocked off 
access to the building, where local party leaders are meeting. 
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NICARAGUA 


SOCIOLOGIST ANALYZES RELIGIOUS ISSUE IN SANDINIST REVOLUTION 


Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO-Nuevo Amanecer Cultural (Cultural Supplement) 
in Spanish 11, 18 Nov 84 


[Article by Luis Serra, professor in the Sociology Department of Central 
American University. See JPRS LATIN AMERICAN REPORT No 2769, 1 Dec 83 
pp 107-121] 


[11 Nov 84 pp 1-2, 5] 
[Text] Introduction 


Our goal in this brief essay is to set forth the basic 
facts that are needed for an understanding of 

religion under the revolution. Our theoretical 
framework is Marxist ideology, enriched by the contri- 
butions of the sociology of religion. Our approach 
is based on an active 5-year commitment as a Christian 
and a revolutionary in Nicaragua. 


In the first part of the essay we discuss the phenomenon 
of Christian involvement in the revolution. This 

active involvement began in the late 1960's, later 
becoming a mass phenomenon during the uprising and 

after the victory... In-the second part we focus 

on how one religious sector identifies with imperialism 
and the opposition bourgeoisie. These longstanding 
bonds in Nicaragua became even closer after the 
revolution's triumph and eventually turned that 
religious sector into a fundamental internal ally 

of imperialism. In third part we analyze the theoretical 
and practical stand of the FSLN [Sandinist National 
Liberation Front] and the Revolutionary Government 

on the issue of religion. Here we will deal both 

with the original nature of that stand and with 

its contradictions and weaknesses. In the last 

section we will delve deeper into the dynamics and 

the prospects of religion in Nicaragua. 


I. Christian Involvement in the Revolution 


A) The Stage Prior to the Triumph 











Christian involvement during the period of the "revolutionary ascent 

of the masses" (1956-1975) became obvious in the late 1960's. This 
involvement in Nicaragua was in keeping with Christianity's commitment 

to the poor as it emerged in the 16th century with Bishops Las Casas 

and Valdivieso. This historical movement was, of course, tiny and 
powerless in the face of its antithesis, the Church institutions 

linked to power exercised for the benefit of local and foreign minorities. 
This situation remained practically unchanged until the 1960's. 

A study on the workings of the Catholic Church in 1969 emphasized 

these main features: 





a) A hierarchy and a diocesan clergy out of contact with the people 
and concerned with their own personal well-being. 


b) A clergy concentrated in professional associations and schools 
and focusing on the interests of its congregations. 


c) Ineffective religious associations attached to ritualism. 
d) Catechism reduced to sheer rote learning. 
e) A Thomist theology out of touch with social realities. 


f) A population of believers devoted to ritual practices and religious 
feast days marked by alcohol consumption and gambling. 2 


Ten years later there was massive Christian involvement in the revolu- 
tionary uprising against Somoza. What were the main factors that 
brought about this trend towards growing Christian involvement in 

the revolutionary movement? 


Church base communities (CEB's) began to form as of 1965 among low- 
income segments in underprivileged urban areas and rural districts, 
in line with the changes proposed by the Second Vatican Council and 
experienced in other Latin American countries such as Brazil and 
Panama. 


The basic common features of the CEB's were: 


a) Study of the Bible was linked to consideration of the social conditions 
of community members. 


b) A practice of Christianity consistent with an option for the poor. 


c) Simplifice:ion of the liturgy, and the use of everyday language 
and popular music. 


d) Encouraging the community to organize to resolve its collective 
problems and to develop brotherly relations. 


98 














e) The responsibility for evangelical work was taken up by both the 
clergy and lay people.3 


CEB's were formed in Managua in poor neighborhoods such as 14 de 
Septiembre (Father Jose de Lara), El Riguero (Father Uriel Molina), 

Open 3 (The Maryknoll Sisters), San Judas (The sisters of the Assumption), 
and elsewhere. In rural areas, the CEB's flourished in Zelaya (the 
Capuchin monks), Solentiname (Father Ernesto Cardenal), Matagalpa 
(Monsignor Calderon y Padilla and Father Vilcnhez), Achuapa, Rancherias, 
Tonala, Tola, San Juan del Sur and Esteli. Estimates are that there 

were 300 CEB's in Nicaragua by 1979.4 


Due to the shortage of priests, the training of lay persons to teach 
catechism and administer the sacraments, mainly in rural areas, was 
spurred around this time. This was another engine of change. The 
Delegates of the Word (DP) were prominent members of their communities 
who worked hard to spread the gospel and further their interests. 

The training of the DP's included, in addition to Bible study, health 
care, literacy, agriculture and politics. The use of the consciousness- 
raising method developed by Pablo Freire furthered the development 

of the DP's critical judgment and commitment. The DP's spread impressively 
throughout the country, numbering about 5,000 by 1979. Their greatest 
contribution has been to develop a practice of Christianity and a 

study of the Bible from the perspective of the oppressed. 


The DP's were favorite targets of the National Guard. The intensified 
repression as of 1974 claimed many victims among the DP's and CEB's, 
as the Capuchin Fathers charged publicly in 1976. 


Other factors that converged to further this trend were: 


a) The student movements that took up the Medellin approach, such 

as the Revolutionary Christian Movement, Catholic Worker Youth, the 
Movement of Young Christians and the Christian Student Movement. 

These student movements were distinguished by their combative rallies, 
takeovers of churches and propaganda activities denouncing the repression 
and injustice of the Somoza regime. Many of their members joined 

the FSLN. 


b) The Christianity Short Courses conducted from the viewpoint of 
the theology of liberation also helped to raise the consciousness 
of the middle and upper classes. 


c) The work of organizations such as the Agrarian and Education and 
Promotion Center (CEPA), the John XXIII Institute, the Nicaraguan 
Institute for the Promotion of Human Rights (INPRHU), the Evangelical 
Committee for Development Aid (CEPAD) in training Christian leaders, 
printing up material, community development and support for Christian 
organization and consciousness-raising. 











d) Another factor has been the publicizing of a “renovating theological 
approach" by the magazines TESTIMONIO, DIAKONIA, the CRISTO CAMPESINO 
pamphlets, the radio schools, the publication of the Latin American 
Bible and the word of the revolutionary clergy. 


e) Finally, we should mention the criticism that a sector of the 
Catholic hierarchy voiced against the dictatorship, especially after 
the earthquake (1972), when corruption and repression grew while 

the discontent of the bourgeoisie that opposed Somoza mounted. 


There are those who try to explain the phenomenon of Christian involve- 

ment in the struggle against Somoza as the result of organizational 

and theological changes spurred by the Catholic and Protestant churches. 
They emphasize the influence of the Second Vatican Council, the Medellin 
Conference (Colombia, 1968), the forward-looking encyclicals of Paul VI 

and the theology of liberation. 


We feel that the major reasons are to be found elsewhere. It was 

the structural crisis of dependent capitalism in Nicaragua and of 

the repressive Somoza regime, combined with the FSLN's revolutionary 
actions, that spurred on the grassroots uprising with which Christians 
and churches became involved. We should recall that religion was 

part of a Nicaraguan society marked by heightened antagonism between 
the grassroots movement and the Somoza dictatorship. 


Within this social context, in which the people were consciously 

forging their own history again, they were also reinterpreting and 
practicing their religion from their perspective as a class and as a 
nation. The Delegates of the Word, the CEB's and the clergy committed 

to the poor were the intellectuals who organized the people, unmasked 

the bourgeoisie's attempt to turn religion into ideology, and thus 
developed an alternative evangelical praxis commensurate with their 

level of political awareness and organization. In so doing, these 
intellectuals discovered and reinterpreted Jesus’ original message 

as the voice of the oppressed classes in a hierarchical society controlled 
by the Roman Empire. The values of justice, equality, joint ownership 

of goods and defense of the lowly that the Christian message espouses 

have turned this message into an expression of the interests of the 
exploited classes in their opposition to slavery, feudalism and capitalism, 
as the founders of Marxism have acknowledged. 


Nevertheless, the frequent assertion of Christian Sandinists: "I 

became part of revolutionary politics because of my faith" is a subjective 
perception that conceals the objective causality of a society that 

had already been politicized by the FSLN's grassroots struggle. 

The theology of liberation as a way of interpreting the world was a 

key link between the subjective and the objective. When progressive 
clergy began living among the exploited in Nicaragua, they helped 

to transform their pietist, clerical religiosity, but the long-suffering 
people also helped to educate the educators. There was a mutual 
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conversion and evangelization. But the attempts by this charitable, 
kindly religious sector to meet the people's minimum needs were frustrated 
time and again by the asphyxiating power structure, which left them 

with a clear-cut choice: either serve as accomplices to exploitation 

by remaining passive and silent, or be faithful to the poor by fighting 

to overthrow the dictatorship. 


These Christians, motivated by the ethical imperative of the Gospel 

and realizing the roots of Nicaragua's social problems, inevitably 

sought a real answer for its people. In Nicaragua the dictatorship 

left no choice other than taking up arms to bring about social and 
Spiritual change. What these Christians discovered had been pointed 

out and practiced by the FSLN since 196]. Joining the insurrection 

was a logical step. Thus, a group of traditional Christians moved 

first towards a paternalistic view and then ultimately to a revolutionary 
stance. 


The ecclesiastical renovation proposed by progressive clergy in Nicaragua 
within the framework of the Church's social doctrine went beyond 

its original purpose and developed into a grassroots uprising. Christians 
wound up joining the guerrilla struggle directly or through the logistic 
support and noral encouragement that was indispensable to achieve victory. 
The incorporation of Christians en masse into the struggle against the 
dictatorship was, of course, linked to two basic facts: a) The Nicaraguan 
people's deep-seated religiosity, and b) The lack of other vehicles 

in civilian society for political organization and consciousness- 

raising under the dictatorship. 


To believers, the struggle against Somoza was like the struggle of 
God's people against the pharaoh, with the FSLN as the reincarnation 
of Moses in insurgent Nicaragua. As Father Gaspar Garcia Laviana, 

a commander of the revolution, put it: "Somozism is sin, and freeing 
ourselves from oppression means freeing ourselves from sin. Rifle 
in hand and full of faith in and love for my Nicaraguan people, I 
must fight to the last for the advent of the kingdom of justice in 
our homeland, the kingdom of justice that the Messiah announced to 
us under the light of the star of Bethlehem. ''? 


As a logical follow-up to Christian involvement in the overthrow 

of the dictatorship, growing numbers of Christians joined in all 

areas, levels and tasks of the revolution. The widespread incorporation 
of the people who saw no contradiction between their beliefs and 

the revolution was not emulated by certain clergymen and members 

of the bourgeoisie, who gradually distanced themselves from the revolution 
and espoused religious views from pre-Council times. The stance 

of this tiny group, which is nonetheless dominant within the Catholic 
Church, has been unable to eclipse the phenomenon of the Christian 
people's involvement in the revolution in multiple ways. 














B) The Stage Subsequent to the Triumph 


After the triumph, most lay Christian leaders and, to a less extent, 
clergymen began working in the government, in grassroots organizations 
or in the FSLN, because of their involvement in the struggle against 
Somoza, their political commitment and their level of training in 

a country that lacked technical personnel and half of whose population 
was still illiterate. The most widely known development has been 

the appointment of priests to high government posts: Miguel D'Escoto 
as foreign minister, Ernesto Cardenal as culture minister, Edgard 
Parrales as social welfare minister and later Nicaragua's representative 
to the OAS, Fernando Cardenal as coordinator general of the Literacy 
Crusade and later deputy coordinator of Sandinist Youth and most 
recently education minister. Father Alvaro Arguello represented the 
Association of the Nicaraguan Clergy (ACLEN) on the Council of State. 


Various clergymen are serving in other government spheres, and countless 
lay persons have been active Christian militants. Involvement is 
widespread in grassroots organizations. Many of these organizations’ 
leaders have been DP's, especially in the Association of Agricultural 
Workers (ATC), the Sandinist Defense Committees (CDS) and the Union 

of Farmers and Cattlemen (UNAG). There has been Christian involvement 
at various levels of the FSLN, from the National Directorate to the 

Rank and File Committees. For example, Commander Luis Carrion, a 

member of the National Directorate, has been a member of the Revolutionary 
Christian Movement and the CEB in the Riguero district. Several 
commanders and assistant commanders have been active members of the 
various Christian movements. Fathers Miguel D'Escoto and Fernando 

and Ernesto Cardenal sit in the Sandinist Assembly. 


The National Literacy Crusade that was begun a few months after the 
triumph was enthusiastically joined by thousands of youngsters from 
government and parochial schools, as well as more than 200 clergymen 

in rural areas. In addition to their personal involvement, the clergy 
made outstanding material, financial and spiritual contributions 

to the mobilization of Nicaraguan youth. The words of their coordinator 
Father Fernando Cardenal, reflect the sentiments of the Christian 
people: "The crusade was an act of love of an entire people towards 

its mage forgotten members...It was the great novitiate of our Sandinist 
Youth." 


The clergy and lay population has been actively involved in the People's 
Health Care Days and other medical work. For example, the Sisters 

of the Sacred Heart donated their school for use as the National 

Health Care School. Also, the Sisters of Mercy have trained health 

care brigades in the rural areas of El Viejo Municipality in Chinandega. 


Christians have also been outstanding participants in the volunteer 
work days that have been held periodically to improve neighborhoods, 
harvest crops, repair roads or build communal housing. There has 
also been widespread Christian involvement in the various types of 
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civil defense against disasters, as was seen during the May 1982 
flood and the counterrevolutionary attack on the port of Corinto 
in 1983 that caused a major fire. 


Christians have also taken part in the various forms of Patriotic 
Defense: Revolutionary Vigilance, the Territorial Militias, the Reserve 
Battalions and the Patriotic Military Service. Roberto Flores, a 

DP and president of the "Ulises Rodriguez" Cooperative in Esteli, 

told us: 


"A true Christian is going to defend the homeland and not think just 
about himself, because if he sees people coming to kill children, 

as the contras are doing, a Christian has to come out and fight. 
Like Jesus, we have to feel the pain of those who are under attack 
in the highlands and this is why we are standing up to be counted."8 


The involvement of revolutionary Christians has been crucial in the 
ideological defense against imperialism's attempts to present a distorted 
image of the Revolutionary Government as atheist and antireligious. 
Another contribution of revolutionary Christians in this same connection 
has been the worldwide publicity that they have giver to what is 

actually happening in Nicaragua, in addition to their efforts to 

seek political and financial support for the rebuilding of our country. 
Most recently, this sector of Christians has voiced its support for 

the Nicaraguan elections in the following terms: "We Christians recognize 
the liberating presence of God in our revolution and specifically 

during these free and honest elections."9 


Christian involvement has been outstanding in two essential facets 

of the revolution: the moral values of the New Man being developed, 

and a critical and creative analysis of social realities. 

Christian revolutionaries have taken up this dual task explicitly 

and responsibly under a variety of circumstances. Christian ethics 
have permeated a wide range of actions by the revolutionary government, 
committed Christians have acknowledged. 


They have, for example, pointed to: 


a) Love for one's neighbor as reflected by the revolution's policy 
of improving the living conditions of the neediest; 


b) Forgiveness and generosity in the attempt to reeducate criminals; 
c) Justice in the steadfast work of the courts; 


d) Peace in the government's diplomatic efforts to seek a political 
settlement of the Central American crisis; 


e) Uprightness in cracking down on abuses of governmental authority; 














£) Brotherhood in encouraging collective labor; 
g) Frugality in the policy of austerity and conservation; 
h) Humility, which is a demand placed on Sandinist activists. 


With regard to Christians’ analytical contributions to the revolution, 
we would point out the publications (newspapers, magazines, weeklies, 
posters, book«), seminars, gatherings and research in which conditions 
nave been examined in light of the Christian faith and the option 

for the poor. 


The document "Christian Faithfulness to the Revolutionary Process,” 
which was signed by all revolutionary Christian organizations, is 

a clear-cut example of these constructively critical contributions. 
It has frankly raised issues such as: 


The Bourgeoisie: "The new Nicaragua must gradually develop the groundwork 
for economic independence, which is not furthered by the excessive 
overseas borrowing demanded by the bourgeoisie to keep themselves 
economically secure and to satisfy their desire for luxury items...This 
appeal is an evangelical invitation to the members of the capitalist 
class to let their class interests perish so that they can have life 

in solidarity with the masses." 


The State: "The support that we give to the State must also further 
revolutionary vigilance of bureaucratic excesses...As Christians 

we must remember that no State apparatus is ever its own raison d'etre 
and that it is constantly tempted to claim as much. Its sole raison 
d'etre is to serve..." 


The FSLN: "Its ongoing openness to criticism by the masses, its 
fraternizing and coexistence with them, the calm and objective explana- 
tions to each other, which is the key to mutual political education, 
all this, more than rallying cries, is the foundation for confidence 

in the fruitful dialectic complementarity between the vanguard and 

the masses." 


Churches: "A Christian assessment of the revolution cannot be based 
first and foremost on the welfare of our churches as institutions. 
The decisive factor must be what are its consequences for the hopes 
of the poor."!0 


The constructively critical contributions that these committed Christian 
groups have made to the revolution have unfortunately been as scarce 

as they have been necessary during this time of ideological polarization 
between bourgeois critics and the defenders of Sandinism. 


The victory in 1979 put an end to the repression of the DP's, CEB's 


and revolutionary clergy and enabled them to operate freely. Since 
1979, religious repression has come from the hierarchies of the churches 
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themselves, not from the government. The CEB's have consolidated 
themselves in the rural areas, one of the best-known examples = 
the Inter-Community Bloc for Peasant Farmer Welfare in Chinandega. 
The CEB's have continued to grow in urban areas and in Managua are 
grouped around a coordinating body. 


“Christians in the Revolution," an organization composed mainly of 
high-level officials in the revolutionary government, represents 

a follow-up of the Christianity Short Courses. University youth 

have organized themselves in Revolutionary Christian University Students 
(UCR). 


Various Bible-study groups, Christian leadership organizations and 
publishing houses, such as the Antonio Valdivieso Center, the Agrarian 
Education and Promotion Center, the Ecumenical Axis, the Central 
American Historical Institute and the CEPRES Evangelical Committee, 
have done praiseworthy work. These organizational efforts have run 
parallel to a sweeping theological overhaul stemming, on the one 

hand, from the challenges posed by the revolution and, on the other, 
from the defiance shown by the religious sectors opposed to the revolution. 
The central issues of this theological reconsideration have been 
the relationship between faith and politics, armed defense, unity 
and authority in the Church, Christian identity, productive work 
and the agrarian reform. 


As numerous Christian leaders have joined in the absorbing tasks 

of constructing a new society, an innovative form of Christian praxis 
and thought has developed. Many of these leaders have ceased to 
participate in CEB's, liturgical celebrations or other church activities, 
but few have stopped calling themselves Christians. This large group 
of Christians has expressed its faith through its tenacious efforts 
to further a revolution that seeks to carry out the Gospel's mandate 
of "feeding the hungry, giving the thirsty something to drink and 
clothing the naked." For these Sandinist Christians the Gospel has 
become a reference point for their work, their neighborhood, their 
CDS or their party group. If this approach to Christianity were 

to spread, it would have major repercussions on religion in Nicaragua. 


First, it would raise questions as to the need for a religious institution 
that administers and monopolizes religious services and that provides 
a specific space for religious practices. 


Second, Christianity's incorporation into the revolution would transcend 
the approach of a "strategic alliance" between the revolution's believers 
and atheists by creating that close-knit practical and theoretical 

amalgam between those same individuals and their organizational structures. 


Third, it would be difficult to replace all of the revolutionary 
religious leaders who might decide to leave church activities, because 
on the one hand the grassroots organizations have become the main 











vehicle for mobilizing the people and raising their cc” «ciousness 
and, on the other, the reactionary Church hierarchs h “iscouraged 
the :nvolvement of a youthful people whose scientific a. critical 
awareness is expanding day by day. 


II. Christian Involvement in the Counterrevolution 
a) The Stage Prior to 1979 


Historically, most Catholic and Protestant clergymen have helped 

to legitimize the system of domination that the conservative bourgeoisie, 
sponsored by Yankee imperialism, has imposed. Until 1983 Catholicism 
was recognized as the "State religion" and enjoyed an ideological 
monopoly just as it did during the colonial period. When the liberal 
Zelaya was overthrown in 1909, the conservatives regained power with 
Yankee support and the blessing of the Catholic hierarchy. This 

was the era when Archbishop Monsignor A. Lezcano was a member of 

the oligarchic congress and from his pulpit urged the people to take 
part in the electoral farces staged by the conservative government. 
Some years later, the Catholic Bishops Conference tried to dissuade 
the people from joining the anti-imperialist struggle that Gen Augusto 
C. Sandino was leading. 


The Catholic hierarchy legitimized the Somoza dictatorship by giving 
it its blessing, taking part in public ceremonies, holding liturgical 
acts in honor of the dictator, who was named a "prince of the Church" 
after he was executed in 1956, staging ceremonies such as the crowning 
of the dictator's daughter with the symbols of the Virgin Mary and 

by issuing statements such as this one in 1950: 


"It should be a clear and exalting doctrine for Catholics that all 
authority comes from God...and that when they obey the government, 
far from debasing themselves, they are performing an action that 
essentially shows their respect for God. "12 


Furthermore, the Protestant missions that had been arriving on the 
Atlantic Coast since 1847 were part of British and American penetration 
into the region. These missions, backed by the Liberal Party, taught 
Spiritualist, pietist and puritanical religious notions and instilled 

an admiration for the Yankee way of life and a fear of any revolutionary 
thinking. The anticommunist sermonizing intensified strikingly after 
the Cuban triumph, as new evangelical missions began to appear in 
Nicaragua. 


We have already indicated that the role of religious institutions 

as ideological vehicles for the dictatorship had been shifting since 
the late 1960's. The largest segment of Christians moved towards 

a revolutionary stance, while a second group identified with the 
bourgeoisie that opposed Somoza, and a third group remained part 

of the Somoza dictatorship. 
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The stand of the Catholic hierarchy is a clear illustration of the 

second approach, inasmuch as although it criticized the dictacorship 
harshly, it did not identify with the revolution that the FSLN [Sandinist 
National Liberation Front] was conducting. We thus saw Monsignor 

Obando involved in the various mediations proposed by the bourgeois 
parties and imperialism to get Somoza to leave without having the 

people take power and without destroying the National Guard. As 

late as 17 July 1979, as Somoza was fleeing Nicaragua, Monsignor 

Obando was with the Broad Opposition Front in Venezuela trying to 

expand bourgeois involvement in the new government. 


b) The Stage Subsequent to 1979 


After the triumph a segment of the Nicaraguan bourgeoisie began sharpening 
its opposition to the revolution when it saw that it did not fit 

in with its plan to install a liberal capitalist system that would 

be dependent on the United States. Concurrently, this opposition 

group and a segment of the = institutions began identifying 

more strongly with each other. | 


The first break came in May 1980, when the Council of State was established 
with a majority of people's representatives. Entrepreneurs Alfonso 

Robelo and Violeta Chamorro, as well as other government officials, 
resigned from the Government Junta on that occasion. At the same 

time, most of the staff on the paper LA PRENSA quit also because 

of political differences with the paper's management, which was moving 
towards confrontation with the revolution. 


At that juncture, the Catholic Bishops Conference called on priests 
who held government positions to resign. This appeal was objectively 
in keeping with the desire of the pro-imperialist bourgeoisie to 
weaken the Revolutionary Government and tarnish its pluralist and 
respected image in the region. 


The request by the Bishops Conference" became an ultimatun a year 

later that heightened the conflict between the government and the 
Catholic hierarchy and accelerated the split between the hierarchy 

and the Christians who were being mobilized by their Sandinist priests. 
Vatican mediation resolved the conflict temporarily under a compromise 
that enabled the priests to remain in their posts but that obliged 

them not to discharge their priestly duties. More recently (August 1984), 
Monsignor Obando, the archbishop of Managua, has again given these 
priests the choice between remaining in the government and continuing 

in the priesthood. 


A second break came in September-October 1980, when the bourgeois 
parties launched an offensive to push for the rapid enactment of 
a political parties law and a call for elections, while they conducted 
a propaganda campaign against "the atheist, communist totalitarianism 
that is threatening Nicaragua." 
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Under these circumstances, the FSLN set the election timetable for 
1985, defined its view of democracy and declared its official position 
on religion. In response, the Bishops Conference for the first time 
systematically set forth its main arguments against Sandinism, which 
it would later repeat on many occasions: 


a) There is supposedly a totalitarian, atheist and materialist State 
in Nicaragua. 


b) The FSLN has allegedly established the dictatorship of an armed 
party. 


c) The State and the FSLN are allegedly manipulating clergymen and 
religion for political purposes. 


d) Divisions between churches are supposedly being promoted through 
infiltrators. 


e) Class hatred, violence and militarism are allegedly being incited. 


f) The people are allegedly being indoctrinated with materialist, 
atheist ideologies. 


g) Cuba and the USSR are reportedly taking the reins of the new government. '” 


Some days later, in another pastoral letter, the Catholic bishops 
reaffirmed their interest in controlling the school system by indicating 
that "parents are entitled to educate their children in accordance 

with their Christian convictions.'"' Furthermore, the bishops underscored 
the necessary unity of the Church through obedience to its hierarchy. !6 


In the evangelical sector there had been a striking increase in the 
number of sects and denominations after the triumph. A systematic 
propaganda campaign using decals, graffiti, murals, posters, flyers 
and loudspeakers began to bombard the Nicaraguan people with slogans 
such as "Only Christ Saves," "Get Ready, Christ Is Coming," "Only 
Jesus Liberates," "We Must Be Militiamen of Peace, Not Hatred," "Repent," 
and "Christ Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow."' Groups of agitators 
visited the most remote corners of the country. Musical groups with 
professional singers sought to win over young people by skillfully 
combining song with political and religious slogans. Thousands of 
pamphlets printed up by transnational corporations headquartered 

in Mexico, Uruguay and Guatemala flooded the local market. Well- 
known lecturers were brought to the country; some of them, like 

Mr Morris Cerrulo, were not allowed to enter (before arriving, Cerrulo 
had said that he was "coming to help in the great and urgent task 

of destroying the Satanic work that can be felt in that nation"). 


These campaigns sought to prevent the people from joining mass 
Organizations, to cultivate fatalism and passivity, to create disrespect 
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for the revolution's authorities and laws and to weaken involvement 

in the defense of the homeland. The anticommunist fears that the 

Somozas had fed for d2cades were given new life by these pseudo-religious 
sermonizers. The confrontation between good and evil was represented 

by capitalism versus Sandino-Communism. Health care and economic 
reconstruction efforts were systematically discouraged and suhordinated 
to "God's plan" and his divine will. 


In pursuit of its strategic goal of weakening the Revolutionary 
Government, divorcing the people from the FSLN and undercutting Christian 
involvement in the revolution, this reactionary religious sector 

has employed a variety of methods over the past 5 years. We can 
summarize them as follows: 


a) The transfer of churchmen committed to the revolution to posts 
outside Nicaragua or to positions in which they can be neutralized. 
More than 20 such cases can be cited in the Catholic Church alone 
over the past few years; 


b) The creation of organizations to extend this sector's radius of 
action, such as the Center for Religious Studies (CER) in the field 
of Bible study and dissemination, the Archdiocesan Social Promotion 
Commission (COPROSA) in the fieldof social programs to expand its 
base in low-income areas, and the Union of Catholic School Parents 
(UPAFEC) in the field of education; 


c) The use of neospiritualist theological language that is politically 
reformist, decidedly anti-Marxist and, in the case of the Catholic 
Church, linked to its social doctrine; 


d) The promotion of ritualistic, superstitious practices such as 
processions, festivals, ceremonies and charismatic experiences whose 
purpose is to mobilize the people away from the tasks that the revolution 
has set; 


e) The strengthening of Church hierarchy authority through disciplinary, 
coercive action that has put dialogue and compromise in the background 
under the pretext of much needed Church unity; 


f) Personal involvement in public and private acts sponsored by parties, 
business groups and embassies linked to the imperialist plan. Prominent 
in this connection has been the leadership of the bishop of Managua, 
Monsignor Obando, whom the opposition has skillfully courted. 


g) The dissolution of religious organizations that did not support 

the plans of the reactionary hierarchy, as happened with the Association 
of Nicaraguan Clergy (ACLEN), and the denunciation of organizations 
committed to the Church of the Poor, such as CAV, CEDA, IHCA, Ecumenical 
Axis, the John XXIII Institute and CEPRES. 
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h) The propaganda campaign against the government, the FSLN and the 
mass organizations that has been waged through homilies and sermons, 
pamphlets, radio stations, newspapers like LA PRENSA and frequent 
trips overseas, in a bid to isolate the Sandinist Revolution inter- 
nationally; 


i) Accords and financial backing from organizations linked to imperialist 
policy, such as USAID, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), 

the LatinAmerican Bishops Conference (CELAM) and the Institute for 
Religion and Democracy (IRD); 


j) Denunciation of believers, laypersons, clergymen and organizations 
committed to the revolution; the simultaneous attempt to win over 
popular leaders through courses of study, seminars and scholarships, 
and the defense of priests implicated in armed sabotage, such as 
Father Amado Pena; 


k) Explicit opposition to key policies of the Revolutionary Government 
such as the state of emergency decreed in the wake of imperialism's 
escalating aggression, the transfer of groups of people (Miskito 

or otherwise) from border war zones, obligatory military service 

for youngsters, government-run schools and other items on the social 
agenda; 


1) Support during the recent election campaign for the tiny pro- 
imperialist parties that chose not to run because the Revolutionary 
Government did not accept their demand that various concessions be 
made to the ringleaders of the mercenary gangs that are laying waste 
to Nicaragua's peasant farmer settlements. In their pastoral letter 
of 22 April of this year the bishops put forth the same view as President 
Reagan, who has described the aggression that the United States has 
publicly financed since 1981 as a "civil war between Nicaraguans,”" 
and neglected to speak a single word of solace to the relatives of 
the 7,400 people who have died and the 5,200 who have been wounded 
as a result of the attacks by these counterrevolutionary gangs. 


Furthermore, the strategy of U.S. foreign policy in the sphere of 
religion was, as the 1968 Rockefeller Report recommended, to use 

the institutions of the church to counter grassroots uprisings. 

This decision was carried out in Latin America in recent decades 

in the form of the CIA's efforts to infiltrate and manipulate religious 
organizations and through its kidnappings and assassinations. 


More recently, the Santa Fe Report charted the Reagan administration's 
policy, indicating that: 


"U.S. foreign policy must start to confront, not just react to the 
theology of liberation as it is practiced in Latin America...Regrettably, 
Marxist forces have used the Church as a political weapon against 

private property and the capitalist system of production by infiltrating 
the religious community with ideas that are less Christian than communist. 
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In other words, to the imperialists the Church's function is to defend 
the capitalist system, and opponents of this notion are "communist 

infiltrators.'"' These very arguments have been heard from the Nicaraguan 
bourgeoisie and its religious spokesmen. 


The links between imperialist policy and Nicaragua's reactionary 
church sector have taken different forms: 


a) The training, transporting and financing of "pastors" from various 
evangelical sects that began penetrating the most remote corners 
of Nicaragua in 1979. 


b) Mass media manipulation of the religious conflicts that have cropped 
up in Nicaragua (for example, the visit of the pope and the relocation 
of the Miskitos), and statements overseas by various well-known figures, 
for example, Monsignor Obando in Italy in 1981 and Washington in 
1982. 


c) Financial and other support for the reactionary sector that CELAM 
heads in its campaigns against the Sandinist revolution, including 
the distribution of publications, the imparting of courses in Nicaragua, 
continent-wide activities "to help the oppressed Nicaraguan people," 
sending in reactionary priests and transferring the ones who are 
committed to the revolution, training for Nicaraguan seminarians, 
the preparations for the papal visit and slandering the Sandinist 
revolution. 


d) Financing for community development and religious leader training 
projects in towns in which grassroots organizations or the government 
have not been consolidated, in order to lay the social groundwork 

for their counterrevolutionary plans. 


e) Technical aid and funding for printing up pamphlets, bibles, posters 
and LA PRENSA and for broadcasting radio messages. 


f) The Institute for Religion and Democracy has tried to influence 
U.S. churches, the American people and the U.S. Congress in order 

to undercut support for the Sandinist Revolution from a broad segment 
of progress've Christians. 


The reactionary, authoritarian position of certain church hierarchs”> 
has created a serious dilemma for the revolutionary Christians who 
want to remain in their churches. The dilemma has been especially 
agonizing for the clergy, who on the one hand should remain obediently 
united to the "church family" even though they have no rapport with 
their superiors, and on the other feel a loyalty to Jesus as he is 
embodied in the poor and in their historic Sandinist agenda. 


Their hesitancy was looked on with mistrust both by nonbelieving 
revolutionaries and by reactionary believers. Christian laypeople, 











especially the young, overcame this bind by leaving their churches 

and living their Christianity through their revolutionary tasks. 

The vacuum they left has been filled by the bourgeoisie, thus furthering 
the identification between church institutions and the imperialist 
scheme. We could well be looking at a self-fulfilling prophecy, 
inasmuch as the drift to the right by church institutions could lead 

to the expulsion of their spokesmen by the Sandinist Government when 

the defense of the revolution so dictates at some critical juncture, 

as was the case this July when 10 foreign priests had their residence 
permits canceled. 





The common ground between this reactionary church sector and the 
imperialists cannot be explained merely by manipulation or an explicit, 
conscious accord. The famous comment "Religion is the opiate of 

the people" sheds little light on the matter also. This statement 

by Marx has been taken out of context and is belied today by the 

blood that revolutionary Cnristians are shedding every day in the 
anti-imperialist struggle that the peoples of Latin America have 
undertaken. 


An in-depth explanation of this common ground must take into account 
factors such as Christianity's ideological baggage, the nature of 
church institutions, the experiences of other revolutions and the 
behavior of the Nicaraguan bourgeoisie. 


The Catholic Church has been an accomplice of the exploiting classes 
(slaveowners, feudal lords and capitalists) since the fourth century. 

The same has held for Protestant churchés in relation to capitalist 
development. Thus, Christianity has assimilated a series of concepts, 
values and beliefs that constitute an ideology of domination. Key 
elements in the bourgeois ideology, such as private ownership of 

the means of production, unrestricted individual freedom and an idealistic 
view of society, have been assimilated by Christian churches as 

components of their religious thought and tradition. 


The great majority of the Nicaraguan clergy have been trained in 
accordance with this philosopy, inasmuch as few seminaries in Latin 
America have embraced the theology of liberation. This encyclopedic, 
abstract training, divorced from the gains of the social sciences, 
prepared the clergy for ritualistic functions and moralizing sermons 

as an answer to social or individucl ills. Religion that emphasizes 

the “other life," that relegates man to a passive role in history 

and that seeks to tone down the class struggle has been an irreplaceable 
ally for bourgeois domination. 


The implicit goals of religious institutions are to preserve or expand 
their audience and their control over the production of religious 
goods and to consolidate their internal unity. The strengthening 

of the institution has over time become the overriding aim of church 
leaders. This is the approac hat religious hierarchs have taken 

in Nicaragua, inasmuch as they perceive the decline of their power 

to rally the people and of their traditional ideological function 

as a threat to the existence of their institution. 
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Compounding the actions of the local Nicaraguan churches are their 
parent institutions, which have clearly defined political postures. 

We should recall that there is documented evidence of Vatican and 
Protestant church capital in transnational corporations. There has 
also been research into the Vatican's "mediation" role in advocating 
certain reforms of capitalism, as reflected in John Paul II's revamping 
of social doctrine. |, 


The negative experiences of other contemporary revolutions in connection 
with Church-State relations and freedom of religion are unquestionably 
a source of fear for certain religious groups. The theoretical stance 
set forth in the Soviet manuals that have gained wide distribution 
among revolutionaries reinforces the fear of these churches. Another 
major factor has been the pro-imperialist bourgeoisie's skillful 
efforts to win over church hierarchs. Through personal relationships, 
visits, banquets, kinship ties, participation in church services 

and personality cults for hierarchs such as Monsignor Obando, the 
bourgeoisie has been able to gain an important ally in a country 

like Nicaragua, in which grassroots respect for these figures is 
deeply rooted. 


[18 Nov 84 pp 3-4] 


[Text] III. The Position of the FSLN [Sandinist National Liberation 
Front] on Religion 


As in other areas, the background to Sandinism's position on religion 
must be sought in the praxis of General A.C. Sandino. He was a believer, 
but his religious praxis and thought were influenced by theosophic 
doctrines and were radically different from the religiosity that prevailed 
in Nicaragua in the 1920's. Sandino anticipated the position that 
revolutionary Christians and the theology of liberation were to adopt 

in Latin America decades later. In his writings Sandino identified 

Cod with Love and with the inception of all things, feeling that: 


"Social injustice comes from an ignorance of divine laws; there is 
no reason for injustice to exist. To destroy injustice it has been 
necessary to attack it, and this is why we have seen many come to 
fulfill that mission on earth, Jesus among them, and every man who 
fights for the freedom of peoples keeps those doctrines alive."24 


In his famous manifesto "Light and Truth" Sandino explained the Final 
Judgment as: 


"The destruction of injustice on earth, where the Spirit of Light 

and Truth, in other words, Love will reign. What will happen is 

this: the oppressed peoples will burst the chains of humiliation 

with which the imperialists of the earth have tried to hold us back...It 
is our honor, brothers, that we have been chosen in Nicaragua by 5 
Divine Justice to begin the judgment of injustice on the earth." 

















There is much testimony to indicate that the climate in the National 
Sovereignty Defense Army was one of religiosity and of the conviction 
that God was with them. In other words, Sandino represented a practice 
of the faith from the perspective of the exploited in his struggle 


against oligarchical-imperialist domination. To Sandino, Christians 
were those who struggled against injustice in Nicaragua; that was 


his response to the illustrious prelates who tried to prevent the 
people from joining the struggle against imperialism. 





The praxis of Carlos Fonseca provides us with a second piece of background 
for grasping the FSLN's current stand on religion. Carlos Fonseca's 
personal contacts with revolutionary Christians like Camilo Ortega 

and Monsignor Arias Caldera undoubtedly influenced his position on 
religion. 


Carlos contended that "unity is fundamental in the Sandinist Front 
between true revolutionaries and true Christians; this is the unity 
that Commander Ernesto 'Che' Guevara and Father Camilo Torres forged 
in the oppressed Americas with rifle in hand. "2 


Carlos Fonseca also clearly argued for the compatibility between 
Marxism and Christianity and for the unity of believing and nonbelieving 
revolutionaries in the liberation of the people. 


The closest substantive background to the FSLN's current position 

is to be found in the incorporation of Christian laypersons and clergy 
into its ranks as of the early 1970's. The revolutionaries who joined 
the FSLN because of their Christian faith deepened their political 
commitment and their knowledge of revolutioanry theory and, at the 

same time, helped to shatter the dogmatic atheism of a particular 
revolutionary sector of Sandinism. The genuine, working unity of 
believing and nonbelieving revolutionaries in the FSLN has been and 
still is a key to its strength and to its bonds with the masses, 

in addition to furnishing an example for Latin American revolutionaries. 


A year after its victory, the National Directorate of the FSLN issued 
a document in which it clearly set forth its official position on 
religion. In the "introduction" it acknowledges the different forms 
of Christian involvement in the struggle against the dictatorship 

and asserts that such involvement ought to continue. Other basic 
points in the document are: 


a) Respect for freedom of religion. 


b) Acknowledgement that there is no contradiction between being a 
believer and being a revolutionary. 


c) The right of believers to join the FSLN, without lapsing into 
religious proselytizing. 


d) The salvaging of popular religious celebrations by trying to prevent 
political corruption or manipulation. 


e) The FSLN refrains from involving itself in internal church splits 
and from voicing opinions on strictly religious issues. 
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f£) An appeal to the qualified clergy who hold government positions 
to remain in their posts. 


The document, which has been reaffirmed afterwards on many critical 
occasions, has been very important because it has dispelled the doubts 
and fears created by domestic and foreign counterrevolutionaries 

about alleged religious persecution in Nicaragua. It has also been 
important for other Latin American revolutionary movements, inasmuch 
as it went beyond a strategic alliance between believing and atheist 
revolutionaries for taking power. The document set forth the position 
of a vanguard, Marxist-based party that was already in power and 

that called for unity between the two sectors without any timetable. 


The Leninist concept of the party was modified by accepting believers 
into its ranks, the view being that the religious beliefs of its 
members were a private matter. 


The document is theoretically important because, citing the Nicaraguan 
experience, it disproves the notion that religion and alienation 

are necessarily linked, as was the case in other historical contexts. 
This is an example of Marxism's validity as a method of social analysis 
that uses practice as a yardstick for ascertaining the truth, not 

as an anthology or inventory of conceptions that are products of 
theorizings about other historical experiences. 


The involvement of Christians in the Nicaraguan revolution is acknowledged 
by top Sandinist leaders as an ethical and interpretative contribution 

to ideology. When Commander Daniel Ortega stated recently that 
"Christianity and Marxism are part of the Sandinist democracy," 

he was referring to the confluence of the three main ideological 

sources of the Sandinist revolution: revolutionary Christianity, 
historical materialism and Sandinist philosophy. 


With regard to the ultimate goals of these three schools of thought, 
Sandinist leaders feel that that they are clearly the same. For 
example, Commander Victor Tirado stated on the 100th anniversary 

of Marx's death: "The Gospel, Sandinism and Marxism found (in Nicaragua) 
that they coincided in their central goals, that they agreed on the 
need to — the conditions of the poor, of the underprivileged 
classes.""2 


Christianity's ethical contribution has been singled out on many 
occasions. Speaking from personal experience, Commander Luis Carrion 
has stated: “I moved towards the revolution by way of a religious 
experience...My first contact with the concept of justice, my first 
search for identification with the people was along that path."29 


Commander Tomas Borge has said in this regard that "When we speak 
of respect for others, when we speak of personal integrity, honesty, 
we are abiding by Christianity's moral principles...in the use of 
criticism, for example. Because what is confession? Confession 











is self-criticism...We are advocates of respect for human life...of 
international solidarity. . ,which is what missionaries do when they 
go to help other peoples." 


Top-level Sandinist leaders have also frequently used the Bible and 
the theology of liberation to explain the revolution. Their motive 
might be partly instructional or political, but it also stems from 

a deeper ideological common ground that some individuals are not 
aware of. For example, referring to the famous passage in the Gospel 
of Saint Matthew, Commander Borge has indicated: 


"Feeding the hungry and clothing the naked is possible only by making 
sweeping economic changes...Jesus Christ's true historic mission 3] 
was resurrection and life. And here we’ proclaim the right to life." 


The coming together of Marxism and Christianity in Nicaragua has 
undoubtedly not been without its conflicts, as has been observed 
elsewhere in the world. A traditional religious sector that espouses 
ritualistic, idealistic and charismatic Christianity has re- 

fueled those conflicts in Nicaragua with a militantly atheist segment 

of Marxism that emphasizes economic issues and materialism. This 
controversy has objectively furthered imperialism's goal of identifying 
Marxism with Sandinism and then equating Sandinism with atheism, 
setting them both at odds with the Christianity of the Nicaraguan people. 


The representatives of that dogmatic Marxist faction were in the 
minority, according to a study that distinguished five groups within 
the FSLN on the religious issue: 


a) Christians who do not attend liturgical rites, except the baptism 
of their children. 


b) Christians who actively practice their faith without renouncing 
their status as Marxists. 


c) A sector that is indifferent to and does not have a clear-cut view 
on the religious issue. 


d) Pragmatic atheists who do not consider it tactful to confront 
religion at this point. 


e) Atheists who are militantly opposed to religion.°* 


The latter two groups have not been dominant but are expanding because 
of the kinds of texts used and subjects taught at the various levels 
of political and ideological training. Furthermore, some of the 
attitudes that they have adopted have created friction in relations 
between the FSLN and religious institutions. Such attitudes do not 
carry weight among top FSLN leaders, who have assimilated Marxism 
through their actual revolutionary struggle, but they can be seen 
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among more recent cadres who have studied Marxism in theory by rote 
learning from Soviet manuals. These texts contrast a scientific, 
materialistic, revolutionary and proletarian view of the world with 

an idealistic, religious, reactionary and bourgeois view, thus offering 
a bipolar interpretive framework that does little to help people 
understand what is actually happening in Nicaragua. This view creates 
theoretical confusion among revolutionary Christians, thus adversely 
affecting practical unity between believers and Marxists. 


The words of Carlos Fonseca are unquestionably current, however: 


"We must see to it that theoretical progress is linked with our specific 
practice, because otherwise we will lapse into futile dogmatism. 

The very modest tradition of our organization could be of great help 

in this regard: in it, theory has been strongly tied in with the 
movement's practical problems...We must view what is happening in 
Nicaragua through the eyes of Marxist theory and we must read Marxist 
theory with Nicaraguan eyes."'3 


The declaration of the National Directorate of the FSLN has served 


as a political guide for handling the religious issue, but its application 


has not been easy, owing, on the one hand, to the use of religious 
institutions by the counterrevolution for its ideological offensive 
and, on the other, to the lack of understanding of the issue among 

some revolutionary leaders and their failure to deal with it tactfully. 


First, let us recall the positive facets of this difficult relationship 
between the FSLN and organized religion: collaboration in the Literacy 
Crusade, government aid for parochial schools, the legal ban on the 
commercial use of Christmas, controls on alcoholic beverages and 

other vices on saint's days, the participation of Christians at various 
levels of government, of the FSLN and of grassroots organizations, 

the handing over of 112,637 manzanas [1] manzana=1.75 acres] of land 

for church buildings, the creation of channels for dialogue between 
government and organized religion. Top-level Sandinist leaders have 
often been seen at religious gatherings, seminars and celebrations 

and at other events where there was direct communication between 

them and the churches. The National Directorate has received religious 
groups on countless occasions. Diplomatic missions have been sent 
annually to the Vatican, from which special dispensation was secured 
for priests holding government posts. 


Nevertheless, there have been areas of conflict and recurring crises 
in relations between the FSLN and organized religion, especially 

the Catholic hierarchy. The areas of conflict have for the most 
part been the media, education and youth, and the defense of our 
country. 


The first conflict arose in 1980, when television coverage of Monsignor 


Obando's Sunday mass was suspended because he did not accept the 
proposal of the Sandinist TV Network to alternate with other bishops 
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and priests. Government tightened its control of the mass media 
when it declared the State of Emergency in 1982, intensifying the 
conflict. The government censcred a letter from Pope John Paul 
II denouncing the People's Church of Nicaragua, though it reversed 
itself some months later. 


In other conflicts, such as the attempt to remove priests from government 
posts or the expulsion of clergy committed to the revolution, the 
Sandinist media have generally heightened the tension, while the 

mass organizations have rallied the people against the Catholic hierarchy. 
They have thus played into the hands of the counterrevolution by 
setting the FSLN at odds with organized religion to reaffirm it as 
atheist and totalitarian and, thus, divorce it from believers. 


Another source of friction has been the humor magazine SEMANA COMICA 

and radi. programs such as "Tren de las Seis," both pro-Sandinist, 

which have repeatedly painted a vulgar picture of Church figures. 

But the limit was reached when Sandinist TV found the vicar of the 
diocese of Managua, Monsignor Bismark Carballo, involved in a sex scandal 
and crudely showed him naked on the screen. 


All of this was far removed from the FSLN National Directorate's 
declared positions on religion, though it must be seen as part of 

a bitter ideological struggle in which the reactionaries were availing 
themselves of the pulpit and the liturgy to make political propaganda. 


The Revolutionary Government has established a single educational 
system for public and private schooling. This State control over 
an area that organized religion traditionally dominated has been 
another source of ongoing conflict. The immediate causes of the 
outbreaks have been varied: the materialistic approach of certain 
textbooks, compulsory production work, conflicts between faculty 

and administration over political issues, the organizational efforts 
of Sandinist Youth in religious schools. Conflict has also arisen 
at times because schools were being used to promote the activities 
of opposition parties. 


For example, students organized by opposition groups took over four 
parochial schools in August 1982 to protest the affront to Father 
Carballo. A confrontation soon arose between them and Sandinist 

Youth and grassroots organizations, intensifying the conflict. the 

CDS [Sandinist Defense Committees] then occupied several churches, 

and there were incidents involving clergymen not committed to 
revolution. The National Directorate of the FSLN intervenec ‘ously 
to put an end to the acute crisis by reaffirming its 1980 ¢ iration 
and calling for cooler heads to prevail. 


What we saw here, in short, was a political protest at parochial! 

schools that spilled over into a serious conflict when certain Sandinist 
leaders allowed themselves to be provoked and used force to try and 
resolve an ideological problem, thus causing a minor conflict to 
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become a major one and allowing the underlying battle with imperialism 
to be blurred by religious strife. Reactionaries portrayed the conflict 
as another instance of religious persecution, and the churches and 
schools were ultimately returned to their congregations. 


The across-the-board offensive that the Reagan administration has 

launched against the Sandinist revolution has spurred the creation 

of various defense and security mechanisms. This has become another 
source of conflict with organized religion, which has opposed the 
involvement of its members in defense, the relocation of border residents, 
restrictions on movement and the controls instituted in war zones. 


When a clergyman has publicly taken a hardline stand against the 

country's defense measures, the government has first resorted to 

dialogue, but in the case of foreign priests, it has expelled them 

when they have been repeat offenders. There have been just a dozen such 
cases over the past 5 years, but they have harmed relations with organized 
religion and tarnished the Sandinist Revolution's international image. 


A well-known case has been religious opposition to the Military Service 
Law passed by the Council of State in 1983. The Catholic hierarchy 
issued a communique opposing the service and asserting that Christian 
youths were entitled to declare themselves conscientious objectors. 

The reactionary Catholic sector planned takeovers of churches and 
protest rallies, but the grassroots organizations physically prevented 
them. Reactionaries both at home and abroad quickly protested this 
"new infringement on freedom of religion in Nicaragua." 


Another famous case has been the relocation of Miskitos from war 

zones. This justifiable attempt to insure the safety of those people was 
marred by the abruptness of the relocation, the burning of homes, 

the slaughter of livestock and the ban on travel along the Coco River, 
which prompted unrest among the Miskito population. Religious leaders 
seized the opportunity to speak out against alleged ethnic and religious 
persecution by the Sandinists and through clever direct propaganda 

lured thousands of Miskitos to camps in Honduras, where they were 
recruited by ClA-equipped forces. 


A recent case was the arrest of Father Amado Pena as he was carrying 
a suitcase with explosives for the so-called "Internal Front" that 
the counterrevolution had organized in Managua. Pena's involvement 
was confirmed by the confessions of other "Internal Front" members 
and by two videocassettes that show Pena meeting with the paramilitary 
group. All of those implicated are on trial, but Monsignor Obando 
has rejected the charges, claiming that the evidence is false and 
that the Sandinists are putting on a "show'' to discredit the Church. 
The government has offered to have technical experts examine the 
videocassettes to verify their authenticity and has declared that 
Father Pena will be tried under the laws that apply to all citizens 
of Nicaragua. Obando organized a demonstration to protest Pena's 
prosecution; the government banned it, and some 50 people showed up. 
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Obando went on with the march in any event, and the government responded 
by cancelling the residency permits of 10 foreign priests that took 

part in it and that had clear-cut political ties with the opposition 
bourgeoisie. A few days later, the La Libertad parish priest, who 
supported the revolution, was reassigned outside the country at the 
urgings of Monsignor Vega, another bishop who identifies with the 
reactionaries... 


The Sandinist principle that "in Nicaragua there is freedom of religion 
but not freedom to wage a counterrevolution through religion" is 

easy enough to follow in theory but very difficult to apply properly 

in practice, especially when it comes to maintaining a good image 

at home and abroad in this respect. 


The official declaration of the Sandinist leadership has laid a solid 
and unobjectionable groundwork for harmonious relations with religious 
institutions. In practice, however, there have been serious conflicts 
with organized religion. One basic reason for the conflicts has 

been the counterrevolution's use of religious institutions as part 

of open warfare against the Nicaraguan people. For example, it is 
difficult to tolerate brazen sermonizing against the defense 

of the homeland when heroes who safeguard the people's freedom and 
peace are falling in battle every day. 


Another reason is the lack of a consensus for or an understanding 
of the position set forth by the National Directorate among some 
FSLN members. The reactionary behavior of certain clergymen has 
confirmed for these Sandinists that religion is the opiate of the 
people and that the time has come to turn their churches into health 
care centers or schools. The practical consequences of dogmatic 
Marxism have turned out to be more dangerous than a half-hearted 
teaching of its theories. It is worrisome that this approach, which 
is currently that of a minority, is gaining strength through textbooks 
and courses of study in which such handbook learning prevails. 


Lastly, the religious issue has been handled in erroneous or thoughtless 
ways. At times there was a lack of understanding that rapid change 

is impossible in religious ideology and that force should not be 

used in response to an ideological offensive because it 1s counter- 
productive. In these instances the Right has rekindled for its own 
benefit Christianity's tradition of martyrdom and persecution. 


Nonetheless, these criticisms should not cause us to forget the 
most important development, which we talked about in the first part 
of this essay: massive Christian involvement in the revolution. 

Nor can we blame the FSLN alone for the state of relations between 
it and organized religion, not to mention the third party to the 
conflict: Yankee imperialism. 
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The Dynamics and Prospects of Religion 


Religion and religious institutions in Nicaragua have been impacted 

by the intense class struggle that has characterized the country 
during the revolutionary period, which began on 19 July 1979 when 

the people's movement took political and military power, with economic 
and ideological power still up for grabs. 


To better understand the problem of religion under the Sandinist 
Revolution, we must look at the overall social context and dynamics 
of the revolution, as marked by its battle with imperialism and the 
turncoat bourgeoisie. 


The underlying conflict between the people and imperialism has dictated 
the pace and the dynamics of the revolution. Imperialism's escalating 
aggression has adversely affected all facets of Nicaraguan society 

and has forced the government to decree a state of emergency, to 
postpone economic recovery and to curtail the outspokenness of opposition 
sectors. This curtailment has further intensified the conflict with 
the bourgeoisie, which has found organized religion to be its best 
avenue of expression. The advantages are obvious: its nationwide 
coverage, its mass media, the fact that its language is imbued with 

the bourgeois ideology, its rallying power among believers and, in 

a word, the angelical disguise of religion to conceal the bourgeoisie's 
class interests. 


Another way in which the underlying conflict has clearly intensified 
is that Christian laypersons or clergymen must now take a stand for 
Or against the revolution. It is impossible to conceal or put off 
support for or opposition to the revolution now that is has become 

a household issue. So then, if church authorities identify with 

the imperialists, as has been the case with the Catholic Church, 
then the other members of the Church claim the same right to identify 
with a political program that has mostly been behind the Sandinist 
revolution. These opposing political views have shattered the unity 
and cohesiveness of churches, because there cannot be "religious" 
harmony at the same time as there is "political" antagonism. 


In this regard, we have seen two opposing trends. On the one hand, 

the people have moved towards greater democracy in their work places, 
in their organizations and in government and towards greater full- 
fledged input in the decisions that affect them. On the other hand, 
meanwhile, we have seen religious institutions, the Catholic Church 

in particular, move gradually towards harder-line authoritarianism 

and louder demands for submissive obedience and adherence to doctrinary 
orthodoxy. 


Logically, believers have also demanded to have input in their religious 
institutions, and church authorities have perceived this attitude, 
which stems from an objective democratizing trend, as an upshot of 
the FSLN's political strength or at least as a ruinous consequence 











of the revolution. These religious hierarchs view the problem of 
church unity and obedience as their main concern and judge other 
political and ideological matters as a function of their churches' 
institutional interests. In contrast, revolutionary Christians do 
not feel that church unity is built around unquestioned authority, 
but rather around the option for the poor and serving Jesus as he 
is embodied in Latin America's oppressed and humbled. 


There are two other opposing trends. As the people are advancing 

towards a critical and scientific awareness thanks to the tremendous 

leap in education, the bourgeoisie and its ecclesiastical allies 

are moving towards mysticism and irrationalism in the form of charismatic 
experiences, miraculous apparitions and a defense of idealism. These 
diverging trends heighten the conflict between the people, who see 

no contradiction between their involvement in health care and literacy 
campaigns or the militia and their religion, and a certain church 

sector that sees religious services as the only way to express one's 
faith. 


The trend towards mysticism can be seen as escapism by the bourgeoisie 
in the face of a revolution that is undermining both the material 

and the ideological foundations of its identity as a dominant social 
class. By taking refuge in irrationalism it is evincing its desperate 
search for something to offset its inexorable disappearance as a 

class. It is interesting to recall that several centuries ago it 

was the bourgeoisie that vanquished the feudal lords by flourishing 

the banner of "Goddess Reason" versus "medieval religious obscurantism.' 
Now that the reason of force and the force of reason have been taken 

up by the social classes that it used to exploit, we see the Nicaraguan 
and the worldwide bourgeoisie returning to the irrationalism that 

it had once condemned and endeavoring to equate capitalism with "Western, 
Christian civilization." 


The vitality that the bourgeois approach to Christianity has proved 

to possess under the revolution is related to the revolution's lag 

in ideology as compared to politics and military matters. The counter- 

revolution has cleverly exploited this gap, finding ideology, especially 
religion, to be a weak flank of the Sandinist Revolution. This has 

been compounded by the mistakes that some leaders have made in handling 

the ideological and religious issue. There are several reasons for 

this development, which has been seen in other contemporary revolutions: 


--The repressive nature of the Somoza dictatorship did not permit 
a broadening of freedom of expression and discussion that would have 
made for the unseating of the dominant ideology; 


--The inertia and subconscious power of ideology, which have been 
scarcely looked into even today; 
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--The educational backwardness of the masses, in conjunction with 
the poor development of the forces of production; 


--The enormous historical weight of traditional religion among the 
people; 


--The lack of a clear scientific understanding among some leaders, 
which is necessary to deal properly with the issue of religion. 


As a result of this relative lag in ideological change, certain leaders 
have shown impatience over the resistance of the bourgeois religious 
ideology and have thus dealt hastily with religious conflicts. We 

can once again see that there is an objective struggle of opposites 
between the government and organized religion in the revolution, 

but we also observe that there are subjective catalysts in the conflict, 
both on the side of the reactionaries, whether Christian or not, 

and on the side of the revolutionaries, whether believers or not. 


It is difficult and risky to predict the future course of religion 

in Nicaragua. Most people live out the compatibility between Christianity 
and the revolution without theoretical contradictions. Nevertheless, 

we have a long way to go to develop a theory that conforms to this 
reality. This challenge must be met to prevent theoretical incompatibili- 
ties from undermining the unity of Christians, Marxists and Sandinists, 
which is a key to the revolution's originality and strength. A theory 

of the Sandinist revolution's historical experience is needed so 

that we can better understand and guide the construction of a New 

Society. 


Furthermore, the church sectors that support the pro-imperialist 

program will meet the same fate as the traitorous bourgeoisie in 

the event that the imperialists step up their battle against the 

Sandinist revolution. Although we can subtly analyze the various 
motivations of this religious sector in relation to the motives of 
imperialism, we cannot downplay their undeniable common goal of destroying 
the Sandinist revolution. It will not necessarily be the FSLN or 

the government that expels these religious sectors from the country 

or that judges them, however; it will be the Christian and Sandinist 
people themselves who will do so. This purge of the churches will 

not cause them to disappear; they will merely reorganize and adapt 

to the conditions that are characteristic of the revolution. Christianity 
will not disappear either, because it is deeply rooted in the revolutionary 
ideology, especially as an ethic of social relations. 
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JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


NICARAGUA 


PPSC ENUMERATES BILLS IT WILL INTRODUCE 
PA172003 Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 16 Jan 85 p 8 


[Text] Mauricio Diaz, deputy of the Popular Social Christian Party (PPSC) to 
the National Assembly, who is also vice president of that legislative body, 
has told EL NUEVO DIARIO that the first proposal his party will make at the 
National Assembly will be the implementation of the agreements approved at 
last year's political parties summit. 


The parties that participated in the summit agreed that all parties which 
took part in the past elections will continue to have access to the media. 


"We will insist on this because our party did well in the 4 November elections 
and now we need media time to publicize our ideas," he stressed. 


"The summit agreement on private, semiprivate, state, and cooperative-owned 
property should be included in the new constitution as well," Diaz said. 


The former PPSC presidential candidate stated that the constitution should 
respond to the Nicaraguan people's needs and be drafted following the "Western, 
democratic, and Christian tradition. Most people in Nicaragua are either 
Catholic or Evangelists," he explained. 


The Social Christian leader said that although his party endorsed the SMP 
(Patriotic Military Service) Law when it was introduced as a bill in the State 
Council, now it will propose certain modifications, such as reducing the time 
of service to l year. 


The PPSC will introduce a bill to create an institution "to defend the people." 
It would be an independent agency that would be led by a prominent political 
figure of proven moral stature. 


"This would be a body to mediate between the people and government officials when 
the latter commit excesses," he said. "It has been proven that ministry com- 
plaints offices do not resolve problems," Diaz indicated. 


The PPSC will introduce another bill through which religion would be taught at 
public and private schools “at the request of parents, " he continued. 
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Mauricio Diaz outlined another bill to constitute the "career in public service. 
This would guarantee stability for able pubJic workers and spare them from 
anxiety each time ministries make personnel changes," Diaz told us. 


"We will propose this because when officials are transferred from one institution 
to another employees fear dismissals. Also, we believe in stability for govern- 
ment workers," he said. 


Diaz said that the new constitution should guarantee political pluralism, mixed 
economy, periodic elections, and prohibit reelection. 


The Social Christian leader ended by saying that church-state relations should 


be defined in the new constitution and that Nicaragua's foreign policy should 
also be pluralist. 


CSO: 3248/206 
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JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


PERU 


GARCIA PREDICTS DIFFICULT 1985, EXPLAINS PHOTO WITH POPE 
Lima EL DIARIO DE MARKA in Spanish 30 Dec 84 p 4 


[Text] Next year, the country will suffer on an economic crisis more tragic 
than the present one, because the effects of the AP [Popular Action]-PPC 
[Popular Christian Party] government's economic policy have caused greater 
capital depletion and a larger foreign debt. 


This statement was made by PAP's [Aprista Party of Peru] presidential candidate 
and secretary general, Alan Garcia Perez, at the press conference that he held 
yesterday in his "bunker" at San Isidro. 


Delving into his opinions, he said that, this year, the results of a negative 
economic policy were reaped, and that 1985 would be a "more difficult" year 
because of the hikes scheduled in prices of gasoline and electricity, and new 
bonds, among other things. 


He also cited as an example the report that, as of July 1985, the date for 
the transfer of power, we would be 180 days behind in the payment of the 
foreign debt; because the government has pledged to the IMF to pay only the 
interest. 


Moreover, with regard to the new cabinet which was sworn in yesterday, Garcia 
Perez remarked: "I hope that they won't be mere name changes; but rather 

that they will really devote themselves to changing the economic policy, even 
in the short time remaining to them.” 


Nevertheless, he called for not succumbing to discouragement concerning the 
major national problems, such as the foreign debt and terrorism. "I hope 
that, next year, our people will have prosperity and security, changing this 
economic course," he commented, when the reporters asked him for a New Year's 
message. 


Speaking of good prospects for the coming year, he mentioned that, in the 
international area, "The banks should reduce interest and offer new deadlines 
for paying the foreign debt." In the national area, he said that he hoped 
"the visit by His Holiness, John Paul II, would bring to all Peruvians a 
message of harmony and coexistence.” 














Precisely in answer to a question about the man of the year, he hastened to 
name the Pope, although he could not specify which Peruvian might rank among 
his favorites. 


Moving on to the topic of the Special Legislature, the speaker said that he 
would "surely participate." He went on to say that not only the case of the 
Ucayali representations should be considered, but also budget issues and 

"a law on agriculture, which is essential for the decentralization." 


Regarding the photo that has been circulating, in which Alan Garcia appears 
beside the Pope, he remarked, obviously referring to EL DIARIO, that a news- 
paper of "communist affiliation" was attempting to lend it a political conno- 
tation. He also denied that the PAP Camapign Commission was the origin of 
the initiative to disseminate it, claiming rather that it was "some rank and 
file members." 


In conclusion, the young candidate surprised more than one reporter by express- 
ing hopes that the new head of SINACOSO [National System for the News Media], 
Arturo Arrarte Congrains, former prefect of Lima, would carry out an honest 
campaign in handling news during the election campaign. 


2909 
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PERU 





BRIEFS 


NAVY READY FOR ANTARCTICA--The Peruvian Navy is ready to carry out an expedi- 
tion to Antarctica, and is only awaiting a policy decision to execute it, 
claimed Corvette Capt Luis Galvez Figari, who took part in Operation Antarctica 
II aboard the "Barao de Teffe," at Brazil's invitation at the beginning of this 
year. Captain Galvez described the experiences on his pioneer trip to Antarc- 
tica in an article published in the latest issue of the magazine BITACORA 
HIDROGRAFICA [Hydrographic Logbook] published by the Peruvian Navy's Department 
of Hydrography and Navigation. In the same issue, Ship Capt Pedro Sevilla 
Aspillaga, who also spent 50 days in Antarctica, at the invitation of the 
Argentine Navy, recounted the details of his trip to that continent. Among 
other things, Captain Sevilla noted that the ships visited the bases and 
detachments at Orcadas, Marambio, Esperanza, Jubany, Gruchacga, Ballve, 
Primavera, Brown, Melchior, Media Luna, Teniente Camara and Decepcion (the 
latter is located on the crater of a volcano). [Text] [Lima EL COMERCIO in 
Spanish 31 Dec 84 p A-3] 2909 


CSO: 3348/'753 


131 











JPRS-LAM-85-011 
5 February 1985 


SURINAME 


UDENHOUT ATTENDS GREAT OCTOBER RECEPTION AT SOVIET EMBASSY 
Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 8 Nov 84 ppl, 2 


[Text] On 6 November 1984 acting President Wim Udenhout and his wife 
attended Ambassador Igor Budnov's reception celebrating the 67th anniversary 
of the Great Socialist October Revolution of the USSR (7 November). 


The Surinamese head of state gave the following speech: 


"Mr Ambassador, at this celebration of the 67th anniversary of the Great 
Socialist October Revolution I present warm congratulations in name of the 
government, the leaders of the Surinamese Revolution, and the people of 
Suriname. 


In today's world so full of enmity where so many fall victim to various 
forms of neglect I find it appropriate to stress the principles of freedom 
and justice which inspired the Great October Revolution 67 years ago. 


Since then the people of the Soviet Union proudly withstood several attacks 
and showed the world the resilience, perseverance, and diligence which has 
now made it one of the superpowers and leaders of the world in science and 
technology for the good of mankind. However, the arms race between the 
superpowers simultaneously casts its shadow of threatening destruction over 
their successes and endangers the international principle of the new 
society, one of the goals of your Great October Revolution. 


Filled with impatience and anxiety the world is therefore waiting for the 
moment when the principal parties in the arms race convert their rhetoric 
of good intentions into constructive political actions which are our last 
hope for the preservation of life on this planet. 


Mr Ambassador, the sympathy for your revolution, as displayed by the people 
of Suriname several decades ago has remained one of this country's principal 
characteristics and it is this quality which will keep us in the mainstream 
of sincere revolution, and therefore also in the struggle against exploi- 
tation and oppression. 


As active member of the Movement of Non-Aligned Nations, so grievously hurt 
by the death of Mrs Gandhi, Suriname will al’.ays adhere to this movement's 
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principles and unhesitatingly side with those whose sovereignty, territorial 
integrity, and right to self-determination are violated, no matter in which 
hemisphere this may take place. 


Mr Ambassador, we accept with gratitude the various forms of cooperation 
the Soviet Union is promising us. 


We set great store by a healthy basis of cooperation with a nation which 
has so much to offer and we are prepared to explore more extensive fields 
of cooperation on the basis of mutual advantage. 


Mr Ambassador, it is in this spirit that I propose a toast to the health of 
the president and the people of the Soviet Union." 


The ambassador of the Soviet Union said in his speech, among other things, 
the following: 


"The people of the Soviet Union and its friends in the entire world 
celebrate today the 6/th anniversary of the Great Socialist October Revolu- 
tion. This revolution was unleased by the Bolshevic Party under Vladimir 
Ilych Lenin to establish a new society worthy of mankind. 


This was the main goal and the essence of the revolution. Peace will always 
be tne main condition for the execution of this colossal task. At Lenin's 
initiative the Soviet government's first legislative act was the formulation 
of the "Peace Decree." 


In Russia, devastated by war, famine, and epidemics the call for peace 
found a great response and led to drastic revolutionary changes. 


Marx's prophecy, which, contrary to the old world order with its political 
insanity, said that the most important goal of the new society ought to be 
work, and that peace should become a universal principle, came true. 


Because of its creative, humanistic, and peace-loving nature the Great 
October Socialist Revolution found sympathy with people all over the world, 
including Suriname. 


I was told that in the 20's the people of Suriname collected money to fight 
the famine in Russia. 


Difficult Beginning 
In the beginning our revolution ran into many obstacles. On the way to the 
reconstruction of a peace-loving country we encountered hatred and enmity 


from imperialist circles which in the end unlea@sed a civil war. 


This civil war cost 8 million people their lives but the Revolution proved 
that it could defend itself and it prevailed. 











In 1941 the Russian people suffered a great ordeal when the armies of Nazi 
Germany treacherously invaded Russia. Then the Russian people did not 
just only fight for their own survival and freedom. They realized that 
fascism constituted a threat to all the people. They stood shoulder to 
shoulder in their fight against the Nazis. In this struggle 20 million 
Russian sons and daughters lost their lives and Russia lost one-third of 
its national wealth. Today the people of the Soviet Union are hard and 
peacefully at work developing the social and economic structure of their 
country. To achieve this peace is needed. 


Peace Above War 


The Soviet Union realizes that peace should prevail over war and that 
ideological hatred and political intolerance should be fought with common 
sense and consultation. It is therefore developing initiatives to that 
goal because it is aware that mankind is on the threshold of a catastrophy. 
We hope that this threshold will never be crossed and that our opponents 
will not persist in their attempts to gain strategic superiority, refrain 
from an arms race in space, and be willing to curb the production of even 
deadlier weapons. 


It is the wish of the Soviet Union to find practical solutions for all 
these urgent problems. The Russian president K. Chernenko made this very 
clear in an interview with the American newspaper THE WASHINGTON POST. 


In its endeavors to contribute to world peace the Soviet Union whole- 
heartedly supports the proposals of other countries. We are in particular 
for the idea of nuclear free zones and special areas in various parts of 

the world, including the Caribbean, where the peace should not be disturhed. 


The Soviet Union favors the elimination of danger spots which could lead 
to war or intervention. It believes that relations between nations should 
be developed on a basis of friendship, avoidance of the use of force and 
power, mutual respect for independence, equality and mutual benefit. 


The Soviet Union highly values its relation with the Republic of Suriname 
and is very much prepared to accomodate Suriname and help it in areas of 
economics, science, and culture which could be of importance to Surinamers. 


Valued guests, allow me to propose a toast to the progress and prosperity 
of the Republic of Suriname, the health of its acting president W. Udenhout 
and his wife, its other leaders, the health and happiness of all Surinamers, 
and the friendship between the people of the Soviet Union and Suriname." 


10319 
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SURINAME 


BRIEFS 


EXCHANGE WITH PRC LABOR BODY--On 1 October 1984 the Progressive Labor Union - 

47 sent a congratulatory telegram to the chairman of the All-China Federa- 

tion of Trade Unions, the labor union of the People's Republic of China. 

It marked the occasion of the 35th anniversary of the People's Republic of 

China. On Tuesday F. Derby, chairman of C-47, received a letter from Ni 

Zhifu, chairman of the All-China Federation of Trade Unions. In this letter 

Ni Zhifu thanks C-47 for its congratulations and hopes that friendly 

relations between the workers and labor unions of our two countries will 
continue to grow. [Text] [Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 16 Nov 84 p 1] 10319 


SWAPO REPRESENTATIVE MEETS WITH BOERENVFEN--Yesterday morning Captain E. 
Boerenveen, in his capacity of secretary of the 25 February Movement, talked 
in his office with Utonie Nuyoma of the international liberation organiza- 
tion in Namibia, the Swapo. It is a well known fact that his country is 
occupied by South African troops of the racist regime in Pretoria. By 
resolution 435 the United Nations condemned this occupation and ordered 
South Africa to withdraw its troops. In spite of this condemnation the 
racist regime of South Africa continues to use its troops in oppressing 

the people of Namibia. In this conversation Nuyoma reviewed the history 

of Namibia's struggle to free itself after so many years of oppression. He 
also explained how his organization operates and how his people are being 
organized in areas liberated by the fight for freedom. In the course of 
this conversation Nuyoma, son of the leader of the Namibian freedom struggle, 
delivered, in name of his father, a message to the leader of the Surinamese 
Revolution. He also said that he would appreciate it if our country gave 
people of Namibia an opportunity to gain experience in our country in 
agricultural education. Then it was Boerenveen's turn to explain the 
struggle in our country; how the revolution came about and the present 
phase of revolutionary developments. He also stressed the problems we 
encounter on our road to national liberation and decolonization. Captain 
Boerenveen talked about the background and the goals of the 25 February 
Movement and about the murderous intentions of the counterrevolution of the 
recent past. An evaluation made after the stories of the two representa- 
tives shows that the Surinamese and the Namibian fight for freedom have a 
lot in common. At any rate, both organizations want to strengthen the ties 
of friendship, which developed during this conversation, for the future. 
Nuyoma is chairman of the department for youth of the Swapo and was accom- 
panied by Orlando Bruyne, chairman of the department of youth of the 25 
February Movement. [Text] [Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 16 Nov 84 

p 1] 10319 
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OIL REVENUES--Petroven President Brigido Natera has announced that the revenues 
from the oil industry's sales was 97 billion bolivares of which the government 
treasury received 64 million which represent an increase of 3.7 billion boli- 
vares over the figure estimated in the national budget. The toral revenue fi- 
gure in foreign exchange was $14.9 billion, $789 million more than originally 
foreseen. These revenues, added to the $220 million saved by the industry 

in foreign exchange expenses, result in an additional $1 billion contribution 
to the nation. These results were achieved despite a reduction of 120,000 
barrels per day agreed by OPEC in October for the last two months of 1984. 
[Summary] [Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 29 Dec 84 p 2-1 PA] 


FORMER DEFENSE MINISTERS INVESTIGATED--Rear Admiral Alfredo Landa Saa, the 

former internal comptroller of the Armed Forces who prepared the report on the 
purchase of several amphibious tanks and (C222) planes, made a 5-hour deposi- 
tion in a military court today. Former Defense Ministers Tomas Abreu Rescaniere, 
Bernardo Leal P., and Vicente Luis Narvaez Churion are being investigated in 
connection with these purchases. After making his deposition before Judge 

Freedy Rivas and Tribunal Secretary Covette Captain Roger Rojas, Rear Adm 

Landa Saa told newsmen that he had stated the truth and nothing but the truth 

in court. [Report:by Alexis Torroza] [Text] [Caracas Radio Rumbos Network 

in Spanish 2100 GMT 16 Jan 85 PA] 
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